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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/21
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with people improving their quality of life in modern society. Question
5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own
understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be
personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question
5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

consolidate knowledge of synonyms, conjunctions, linking words and question words

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the reading passages in the paper
use their own words to answer questions rather than copying from the passages

plan their time to ensure there is sufficient time to fully answer Question 5

attempt every question in the paper, even those they feel less confident about

General comments

Most candidates understood the reading texts well and were able to offer accurate answers, with the majority
of candidates also using their own words to answer questions. Most candidates were able to use varied
vocabulary and complex structures to answer the questions. Questions were usually answered in full
sentences rather than using bullet points.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and selecting the key information. It is important that candidates make
sure they read the questions carefully before answering, ensuring that they understand what is required. This
year some candidates did not gain all available marks as they had not fully covered all required elements.

Question 5 was generally well-answered this year. The majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the
character limit, showing an awareness of the task requirements.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates handled this question very well, with the vast majority of candidates showing they had
understood the vocabulary being tested and correctly locating the synonyms from Passage 1. To improve
performance further, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary they come across
and analyse its position within the sentence.

(a) Overall, this question was well answered. A few candidates answered with %3k which does not
carry the same meaning as the required answer #|3k>k, and therefore could not be credited. It is
important that candidates demonstrate genuine understanding of meaning and are reminded that
the synonym may not be the same number of characters as the word in the question.

(b) Most candidates were able to supply the correct synonym i 4.

(c) This was answered correctly by most candidates.

(d) Candidates showed a good understanding of the word ##J1] and were able to identify J|i7 as the
synonym.

(e) Compared to other sub-questions in Question 1, some candidates found this question more

challenging. It was common for candidates to omit —2< and just supply f#f; this changes the
meaning completely and therefore could not be credited.

Question 2

Performance on this question was variable. Some candidates were able to demonstrate a very good
understanding of the given grammatical structure and how to manipulate the sentence to use it correctly. In
some cases, candidates changed the meaning of the sentence when they re-wrote it. In order to be awarded
marks in this exercise, the original meaning of the sentence must be retained after the inclusion of the given
structure.

(a) A lot of candidates found this question challenging, and were not sure how to handle the particle 1.
A common incorrect answer was %2 g LN K51t 41, which showed that those candidates
understood the meaning of the structure Zig&----- Hfheeeees but were not sure how to make the relevant
adjustment to the sentence when forming their answer.

(b) Performance on this question was high, with most candidates showing a strong understanding of
Z L.
(c) Most candidates were able to manipulate the sentence using 4 — . A small number of candidates

produced answers such as A~— & %48 115 B2 B which resulted in the meaning differing from
the original sentence.

Question 3

Most candidates showed a good understanding of the reading passage about people’s wishes for the new
year and how Wang Li's wishes differed to other people. All candidates attempted all the questions. The
strongest responses were those where candidates had read the passage and the questions carefully, paying
attention to the mark allocation to ensure responses were full enough to gain all the available marks. In some
cases, candidates relied heavily on lifting sections of text from the passage to use in their answers; in order
to be awarded marks for the quality of language in this question, candidates must show evidence that they
can produce written Chinese, either by writing in their own words or by manipulating the language used in
the passage.

(a) Candidates handled this question with confidence and a large number of candidates secured the
marks. However, it was evident that a few candidates misread the question as their answers
outlined Wang Li’s wishes for the new year instead of his colleagues, as the question asked.
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(b) There were some excellent answers to this question, demonstrating a clear understanding of the
points required. Answers which had a clear link to show understanding of what free time/leisure is,
such as B BN 4G5 8 were accepted. The most frequently omitted point was A~ <>

BRI TR FS R L T
(c) Most candidates were able to supply both reasons as to why people work hard.
(d) This was well answered by most of the candidates.
(e) This question drew mixed responses. Most candidates understood that some of Wang Li's

colleagues agreed with him and some disagreed. Only the strongest responses acknowledged that
there were some colleagues who thought his wishes was not achievable at all. According to the
text, the goals were possible, but people could only achieve them when they retired Z 2R ki 4
RS

(f) This was a global question requiring candidates to consider the whole text and discuss the reasons
for Wang Li’s unique wishes. This was found to be challenging for some candidates. Weaker
responses only stated that the new year wishes were special because they were different and
needed to point out exactly how they were different. Answers such as £ 771 )& 2 2 £F XL 2B
11244 were accepted because they clearly summarised Wang Li’s sentiments. Answers such as
BRFA—FE and 7B EL I K5 AESZHL did not address the reasons, and therefore could
not be credited.

Question 4

The overall performance on this question was slightly better than for Question 3. Candidates generally
understood the passage about the balance between work and leisure and managed to successfully rephrase
answers instead of lifting language from the passage.

Some responses were very brief, only including key phrases or bullet points. When responses are presented
in this way, it is difficult to assess the candidate’s linguistic ability as so little language has been produced.
This therefore has an impact on the Quality of Language mark awarded. Looking forward, candidates need
to be reminded to read the questions carefully before answering to ensure they address the requirements in
full.

(a) Most candidates could identify the reasons for Xiao Liu’s complaints, but where full marks were not
awarded, this was usually because the reason % [a]3 7% was omitted. Candidates needed to be
careful that they were referring to the specific issues Xiao Liu was talking about, and those who
answered with Tk R +F TAE 5 2E 35 )°F-# were not credited as this was a more general statement
from the author rather than coming from Xiao Liu’s speech. Thus, it is important that candidates
focus on the information closely linked to the question asked.

(b) Most candidates answered this question well and gave full responses finding all 4 points. A minority
of candidates needed to also include /£ A =% 2 {# 5 /5 to get a full mark.

(c) Many candidates scored full marks for this question. Weaker responses showed that the focus of
the question, namely the impact on interactions between people, had been misunderstood; such
responses needed to include the key concept of the interaction with others. For example, answers
like PEIEAR 155 or H H ASJF0» could not be credited as they were about those people who were
overloaded with work rather than how they interacted with others.

(d) Candidates performed well in this question, with the majority scoring the full marks. 4V # % was
occasionally missed by weaker candidates.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
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show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Most candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise many relevant points from both passages
about how people could improve their quality of life in modern society. Almost all candidates kept their
answers to the required character limit.

Question 5(a) was well answered by most candidates, although no candidates scored full marks in this part.
Some candidates needed greater focus on the question asked, avoiding digression; such responses were
largely focused on ideas contradictory to what was required by the question, e.g. BL7E AT TAE K th 1818

gk, KR BT R AATAR AT B, KRBT L

In Question 5(b), there were some interesting and varied answers, excellent examples like .5t 15 7E AL
S MATERR SRR, HREM R 5Tk &, A HH 2 HE TAEFIOR SRS R],  FEAE s R S 2 R ok
demonstrated candidates’ ability to express their personal point of view whilst linking this to their
understanding to the passages.

For Question 5(b), candidates should try to keep their experience or opinions concise in order to allow them
to express different views relating to the points from the texts. It does not matter if the opinions are positive
or negative, it is more important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed
in the texts to give relevant responses to the question.

In order to score highest marks for language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question
in a continuous prose style. Furthermore, candidates need to be able to show their capability of applying
complex sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/22
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with how leisure activities can help individuals to develop. Question
5(b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own
understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be
personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question
5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

consolidate knowledge of synonyms, conjunctions, linking words and question words

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the reading passages in the paper
use their own words to answer questions rather than copying from the passages

plan their time to ensure there is sufficient time to fully answer Question 5

attempt every question in the paper, even those they feel less confident about

General comments

Most candidates demonstrated an excellent understanding of the two reading passages and responded well
to the questions asked. The majority of candidates used their own words to answer questions, with some
using sophisticated vocabulary and complex structures to show their competence in written Chinese.
Furthermore, an increased level of accuracy was seen in responses across the whole paper and more and
more candidates wrote in full sentences to answer questions rather than using bullet points or note form.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and selecting the key information. It is important that candidates cover
all the points required by the questions, as some able candidates did not gain all available marks as their
answers were not complete. Teachers should remind the candidates to take note of the mark allocation; for
example, if a question has 4 marks, 4 distinct pieces of information will be required.

A strong performed was seen in Question 5. Most candidates were aware of the character limit for this
question, and kept their responses within the stated 200 characters.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Performance on this question was extremely high, with the vast majority of candidates showing they had
understood the vocabulary being tested and correctly locating the synonyms from Passage 1. To improve
performance further, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary and analyse its
position within the sentence. Candidates should be reminded that the synonym may not always be the same
number of characters as the word in the question. Furthermore, candidates need to pay attention to the
accuracy of their character writing in order to secure the marks.

(a) Most candidates could correctly identify % 1% ¥ as the synonym. Occasional incorrect answers
included £ £ ¥.

(b) This question was very well answered, showing candidates had a good understanding of the
vocabulary and the text.

(c) The majority of candidates supplied the correct answer %%, although several incorrect answers
were given as well, most frequently = %,

(d) The tested word is quite commonly used vocabulary and the majority of candidates correctly
identified #47].
(e) Candidates performed well on this question. A reminder that attention to accuracy is needed in

character writing as errors such as ¥ )L caused ambiguity.
Question 2

The overall performance for this question was good. The majority of candidates re-wrote the sentences
correctly using the structures given. In some cases, candidates changed the meaning of the sentence when
they re-wrote it. In order to be awarded marks in this exercise, the original meaning of the sentence must be
retained after the inclusion of the given structure.

(a) Most candidates were able to use the structure B------ M eveeee correctly to answer the question.
Answers such as ANITSELH BR A9 57,  SCHEBIABA IR A5 R A 3% 3l could not be awarded
marks as the original meaning of the sentence had been changed.

(b) The 1% structure tested in this question is a commonly used structure, and the majority of
candidates knew how to use it correctly. A few weaker responses retained %41 in the reworked
sentence and so did not gain the mark. A small number of candidates needed to take greater care
in the accuracy of their writing, as they wrote X as [¥].

(c) Most candidates knew how to use the f{i«««---ff Ay-++e- structure to manipulate the sentence
correctly. Weaker responses were characterised by the inclusion of  at the start of the sentence,

for example, 44 & {i & 1% s /E 9 AR I [ 2Py 5. Others wrote £ instead of #KIH which
impeded comprehension.

Question 3
A very strong performance was seen on this question and candidates demonstrated a thorough

understanding of the reading passage about the different ways people choose to spend their leisure time.
Responses which used a variety of vocabulary and a good range of linking words such as 1 5---. . JFyKe---

wJ5; %—, % _---to connect answers together, often scored well for quality of language.
(a) This question was the least well-answered amongst the sub-questions in this section. Stronger

candidates understood that /[N i%2}] was the subject of the question and organised their
responses to focus on the benefits gained thorough leisure activities. Weaker responses simply
lifted whole sections from the reading passage, without isolating the improvements to quality of life,
as required by the question fi{— L&k A 57 iz 5l fil— Lo Bt AT 3R 1905 1o RIS TG 21).
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The performance on this question was very good and the majority of candidates demonstrated a
correct understanding of what was required. Some candidates gave ¥ 3/ as an answer; the text
describes travelling as helping with F {5 rather than ##137. and so this answer could not be credited.

This question was well-understood and well-answered. Amongst the three correct answers, #:X /™
¥ and 1A B % 1H were identified by most candidates, and i #:(» was usually understood to be an
irrelevant answer and correctly omitted. Only the strongest responses included ¥4I/ 4. The
question asked candidates to say where people so sports activities, and some candidates confused
the activity with the venue, mistakenly including, Ef4ME2 or % H 47 % in their answers.

There were some excellent answers to this question which showed genuine understanding of the
reading passage. A lot of candidates also managed to answer using their own words. Those
candidates who secured the marks fully understood the meaning of U3k 1 114 as stated in the
question and were therefore able to supply 52| | /222> T %1 %&. Answers like %% | 4 % were not
precise enough to echo the definition of I3X. In some cases, candidates needed to be careful that
their answers accurately reflected what was said in the text; answers such as 7] A\JFFi2 . 5 1
) TAENL 2. AR IH H %, for example, suggested that those things would or already had
happened, whereas they are only given as possibilities in the passage.

Candidates need to be able to select and filter information in order to ensure their answers are
relevant to the question asked. Several responses to this question simply listed all possible points,
and in some cases the inclusion of an incorrect answer may invalidate a correct answer. In this
case, answers like A4 T W31 invalidated 64T T I & ¥19% because it did not demonstrate
clear understanding.

This was a global question that required candidates to identify from the whole passage the three
types of leisure activity people do, i.e. travelling / sports / study or professional development. Most
candidates were able to supply the correct answers and only a very small percentage of candidates
missed the point about %2 >] thinking it was M52 %Z 17 %, In some cases answers were too specific,

e.g. giving 2%t & rather than %> A,

Question 4

Performance on this question was generally better than for Question 3 and most candidates showed that
they had understood the reading passage about Chinese calligraphy well. Some interesting language was
used in the answers provided, including a good selection of linking words.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The maijority of candidates tackled this question confidently. It is important that candidates read the
question carefully and give answers which make sense grammatically as well as logically; answers
such as F& A XEFE and 155 141 were not a good fit to the question.

This was the best performed sub-question of Question 4. Most candidates were able to find all
three points; weaker responses occasionally gave 1&g /1, which was not credited.

Most candidates gave detailed answers and also managed to rephrase the wording of the text to
gain both points. Some excellent answers demonstrated clear understanding and included a high
level of language, such as KM E 247 ik, TR ZEAFMH D TEEE 451, SR B, R,
FHEUMERIEHRESZ S, MM, o0, Bl ke —BUEgeEs). Answers like iz

T E S did not include sufficient detail from the passage to secure the mark.

Candidates answered this question very well and only a small number of candidates mistook 1%
AE to be a type of personality trait, instead of the correct answer, Ji#.

Candidates generally dealt with this question successfully, with most managing to locate the
answer 575 & —Fh 3 5 #1454 . Quite a lot of responses included what the ‘expert’ said: il 51 {1 it
Bia s ANiE A 4E N\ this was irrelevant to the task, and so should have been filtered out of
answers.

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education © 2021



Cambridge International Advanced Subsidiary Level
8681 Chinese Language November 2021
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

(f) The majority of candidates were able to grasp the key concept of the question and focused on
issues such as (R ZH][H. KA and 229k, therefore gaining full marks. A few
candidates answered with %% >] [a] @ rather than 1572:%% 5] (5 F 224 % 2] B[], which did not address
the question precisely. 2%~ 1]/ could relate to many issues associated with learning, but the
specific issue which parents have to consider is that time taken practising calligraphy conflicts with
academic study. A few candidates answered “#4:4F i 1] @ as in the original article H17-%%4 K/
was mentioned, but this was not something which caused parents concern according to the article.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

The majority of candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise many relevant points from both
passages. Almost all candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. The most successful
responses were those which paid careful attention to the question which had been asked and focused on the
details about how individuals benefited from doing different leisure activities.

Question 5(a) was well answered by most candidates. The best responses were those which fully
addressed the question and stayed focussed on the topic. Some candidates effectively integrated their own
ideas for Question 5(b) within the summary task Question 5(a). Weaker responses to Question 5(b)
tended to echo the points already covered in Question 5(a) rather than developing a personal response
including their own points of view.

For Question 5(b), candidates need to bear in mind that it is important to give varied and interesting ideas
linked to the question. It does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, it is more important that the
candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give a relevant response to
the question.

In order to score high marks for language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question in
a continuous prose style. Candidates need to be able to show that they can use complex sentence
structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/23
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

e Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5(a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with the advantages of taking part in sports activities. Question 5(b)
requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their own
understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5(b) should be
personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for Question
5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

consolidate knowledge of synonyms, conjunctions, linking words and question words

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the reading passages in the paper
use their own words to answer questions rather than copying from the passages

plan their time to ensure there is sufficient time to fully answer Question 5

attempt every question in the paper, even those they feel less confident about

General comments

Most candidates showed they had understood the reading passages and offered accurate answers.
Candidates were generally able to use varied vocabulary and complex structures to answer the questions.
Most candidates answered questions by writing in full sentences, using their own words with only a minority
relying on lifting from the text or writing using bullet points or note form.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and selecting the key information. It is important that candidates make
sure they read the questions carefully before answering, ensuring that they understand what is required. This
year some candidates did not gain all available marks as they had not fully covered all required elements.

Question 5 was generally well-answered this year. The majority of answers for Question 5 kept within the
character limit, showing an awareness of the task requirements.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

This question was very well-answered, and candidates showed their wide knowledge of vocabulary. The
majority of candidates were able to identify the correct synonyms in the text and write them accurately.

Candidates should be aware that the synonyms have to be located in the paragraph stated in the question
as a very small number of candidates supplied answers found in other parts of the text.

(a) Most candidates answered this question correctly. In some cases candidates could not be awarded
the mark due to inaccuracies in character writing, for example in answers like VA1%. Whilst minor
errors in transcription are tolerated, marks cannot be awarded if inaccuracies lead to another
character being created with a different meaning.

Candidates handled questions (b), (c), (d) and (e) confidently. The vast majority of candidates secured
marks, with only a few seemingly guessing answers, as incorrect answers seemed to be very varied and

random, such as ¥4, 3%/, 3%t and #H).
Question 2

Candidates handled this question very well and most candidates demonstrated a very good understanding of
how to use the given structures. Once again, where marks were lost this was sometimes due to inaccuracy
in character writing which either caused ambiguity, impeded comprehension or changed the meaning of the
sentence.

(a) Candidates seemed familiar with the H A& ---- /RIRRE structure and most were able to secure the
mark.
(b) The performance on this question was very strong and most candidates used the i%------ Hfgeeeees

structure correctly.

(c) The majority of candidates demonstrated they could manipulate the sentence using the 3!
structure. However, a small number of candidates did not seem to be sure about the word order
and common incorrect answers included fil 238 58 — N RESE & 1L B HE Fr Al AE R L.

Question 3

A strong performance was seen on this question, with most candidates showing a thorough understanding of
the text on extreme sports. The majority constructed their answers from their own words or manipulated the
language of the text.

Candidates showed skill in selecting the relevant information from the text to answer the questions and
discarding incorrect or irrelevant information. Where candidates did not score full marks, it was often
because answers were not full enough for all marks to be awarded. Candidates should be reminded to take
note of the mark allocation when they write their answers to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain
the maximum marks for each answer.

(a) Most candidates successfully located the three answers spread throughout the first paragraph,
demonstrating good understanding. Weaker responses sometimes included answers such as Ji# %k
Ek#, which is a type of equipment rather than a way of exercising.

(b) This question was very well handled by many candidates.

(c) Most candidates secured one mark in this question. To gain both marks, candidates needed to
have a deep understanding of the text, inferring the views of Xiao Ming’s parents from what they
said; only the strongest candidates managed this. Some candidates simply copied /# 2l 3kJ& from
the text, but this was not creditable as it is not a view or opinion. It is important that candidates read
the question carefully to make sure they know what is required. For this question, any wording
which conveyed disapproval was acceptable, such as A~ ZLf#.
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(d) Performance on this question was generally high, and some good answers were seen, e.g. 278
FAB kR A 1R E SARTE-BRIMTORTRIF K A, 2l e 5 AuRi vk vT DUBOA S A4, AT RASE
4 H CM%). Some candidates included Jy 1 51 AT TA HEERAZEE K] 9G7E, in their answers, which
did not relate to Li Pei and so did not answer the question.

(e) Performance on this question was mixed. The best responses were able to differentiate between
the ‘unexpected’ dangers such as & k2 #ik R BRI T —FEER UK LB AL # 2 and the
dangers which were known beforehand: F#¥a# 418, 28 2] A&, Weaker responses were
characterised by lifting indiscriminately from the texts and including incorrect answers which
invalidated correct answers. Candidates need to demonstrate clear understanding by avoiding
giving answers which are contradictory or ambiguous.

(f) Most candidates were able to provide both reasons why Zhao Hua enjoyed mountain climbing.

(9) An excellent performance was seen in this question and the majority of candidates gave accurate
answers.

Question 4

Most candidates understood the text well and successfully rephrased their answers in their own words. All
questions were attempted, and most candidates wrote in full sentences.

(a) Some excellent answers were seen to this question. Where candidates did not gain full marks, this
was sometimes because only partial answers were provided, such as, 7F i1 T{& 545 ] EREfE—3%
76 or kit i A48 1135 76, neither of which include the key concept 44%%. Candidates needed a
thorough understanding of the final sentence in the paragraph to work out the key concept 2 &k
773 and find the third point. Some candidates managed to ‘locate’ where the answer was in the
paragraph, but produced answers such as #2547~ which did not fully convey the benefit
described in the text.

(b) Most candidates tackled this question well. Some candidates answered with {454 & & %% but did not
specify gym membership, and so the answer was not precise enough to gain the mark.

(c), (d) and (e) There was a strong performance on all these questions with many candidates scoring full
marks.

(f) The majority of candidates secured at least one mark in this question by giving the key concept H
BN A5 B N Bt . It was evident that some candidates did not fully understand the words
e and fAHF2M in the paragraph, and therefore gave the answer i 4t £ 12 8 S 205 57, which
led to misunderstanding.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Candidates found this question the most challenging part of the paper and there were very few responses
which scored all ten marks. Some candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise many
relevant points from both passages about the advantages of taking part in sports activities. Almost all
candidates kept their answers to the required character limit.

Lower-scoring responses tended to write in depth on one or two points from the passages rather than
summarising various points from the passages they had read. Good examination technique is extremely
important in this question and can often make a significant difference to the marks allocated. Candidates
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need to be aware that they must provide 10 distinct points from both passages according to the question
asked for part (a) and talk about their opinions or ideas in part (b), all within the word limit of 200 characters.

For Question 5(b), candidate need to remember that it is important to give varied and interesting ideas

linked to the question. It does not matter if the opinions put forward are positive or negative, but value is
given to the candidate demonstrating their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts and giving a
relevant and personal response to the question.

In order to score high marks for language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question in
a continuous prose style. Furthermore, candidates need to be able to show they are able to use complex
sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/31
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e read the question carefully to ensure they have a clear understanding of the task before they begin
writing. This will enable candidates to stay on track.

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed, follows a logical argument and includes apt examples

o demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic, show they can use idioms
appropriately and write grammatically accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper

e leave time to proofread work; planning in time to check work through can greatly reduce the number
of mistakes in both characters and grammar.

General comments

Candidates generally came into the exam adequately prepared. Higher scoring candidates whose essays
stood out were able to transfer their subject knowledge in a focussed manner, concentrating on the key
issues at stake and presenting a competent argument that could stand up to scrutiny. These candidates
clearly understood the question and how best to answer it in a way which highlighted their abilities. This
included presenting logical arguments and fitting examples, with apt vocabulary and proper use of language.
These answers were as fluent as they were insightful, all of which made them strong candidates.

More average performances were associated with those candidates who, despite their apparent subject
knowledge, either did not fully comprehend the task or lost track of their argument. The weakest responses
were those lacking both subject knowledge around key areas, such as vocabulary, as well as those who
could not present arguments on paper, or provide suitable detail and examples. Such responses tended to
drift into more general discussion, simple listing of facts or narrow anecdotes.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Presentation of arguments: this requires the ability to focus on the issues at stake and form a cogent
argument, namely, an introduction, both sides of the argument, then a conclusion. Answers should
contain fitting examples and vocabulary that shows depth. When properly assembled, such
responses tend to flow, have no ambiguity and lead the examiner through the argument in a
persuasive manner.

e Attention to detail: work is sometimes submitted which contains careless errors that would have
been picked up with more proofreading. Time set aside for checks on spelling and punctuation
should be factored into each response.

e Strategies to overcome gaps in vocabulary: candidates should be reminded that the combination of
pinyin and English should not be used when candidates lack vocabulary. Candidates should be
encouraged to modify what they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident
in using and that they know how to write correctly in Chinese
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1
B SRR TR NI . (B AT ?

This was the most popular topic amongst candidates this year. The majority of candidates were able to
display excellent knowledge regarding the impact of fostering good habits.

Stronger responses were those that convincingly explained how good habits could benefit one’s life in the
long term by providing sound reasoning backed up by fitting examples. Weaker efforts here were from those
who opted for a very narrow case, laden with anecdotal evidence and lacking any robust argument.

A number of candidates simply listed examples of good habits and bad habits, which meant that they did not
score highly for Content. Such responses needed to also include an argument as to whether adopting those
habits from a young age would bring any benefits, in order to address the requirements of the question.
Hence, candidates should be urged to read questions with care and ensure answers relate to the specifics
required rather than the general topic area.

Question 2
TR AR BN BTG ERIRIRIIE .

Most candidates were able to demonstrate good understanding around the cultural value of cuisine and how
it represented a region or country. Strong responses showed geographical awareness regarding food,
custom and tradition. Such responses laid out examples and argued that understanding its importance was
paramount to understanding its people. While most answers were China-focussed, others highlighted similar
phenomenon elsewhere. This also worked well. Weaker responses included those that attempted to lead an
argument regarding fast food and how it had negatively impacted on some cultures, which did not effectively
address the task as laid out in the question.

Question 3
A ORI G A SN TR E .. 151iE.

This was another popular and very well-answered question. The majority of candidates were knowledgeable
about the subject matter and their enthusiasm for the task seemed to come across on paper.

The best responses delivered a passionate argument about the subject and how certain creative roles could
never feasibly be undermined by Al, regardless of the fact Al continues to gather momentum across society.
The top scorers provided potent examples to back up the profound reasoning, e.g. they looked at creative
roles, such as artists and composers, and explained how the market for such talent remains as strong as
ever as society relies on them for its cultural output. Though there were fewer weak responses, typical
answers here tended to merely list certain roles that, they believed, could not be replaced by Al without
offering much substance for that view.

Question 4

ZEUF ARG 5 1 A EDO A R . IR E AR ?

There were too few responses to this question to make a general comment appropriate.
Question 5

AR THERIN M T ARE G LRSS, XA FAEE AR fEH . iHiie.

There was a modest take up for this question, although those that did so tended to score well. Candidates
showed sound knowledge of the topic, with strong candidates able to approach the question with a focused
and balanced argument. Such responses tended to posit the notion that it was illogical to pursue the
fashions of the day if you were committed to protecting the environment. This included examples of waste
and harmful by-products associated with the production of items, as well as views around inadequate
measures to recycle unwanted materials. Other candidates were equally forceful when arguing to the
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contrary and highlighting how fashion and sustainability don’t need to be mutually exclusive. Weaker
responses needed to address the apparent correlation between the demand for fashion and the
environmental.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/32
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e read the question carefully to ensure they have a clear understanding of the task before they begin
writing. This will enable candidates to stay on track.

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed, follows a logical argument and includes apt examples

o demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic, show they can use idioms
appropriately and write grammatically accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper

e leave time to proofread work; planning in time to check work through can greatly reduce the number
of mistakes in both characters and grammar.

General comments

Performance on this paper was very high. Candidates seemed well-prepared and were able to demonstrate
their subject-knowledge well. The best candidates were those that could showcase their knowledge through
direct, focussed answers, using appropriate vocabulary and backed by logical argument reinforced with
suitable examples. Suitable here means those that genuinely reflect the position and have impact on the
argument. These students clearly understood the task in front of them and showed diligence when it came to
matters such as proofreading.

The next layer of candidates were those who, despite showing subject knowledge, strayed away from the
exam question and/or needed to ensure they completed all of what was required of them. The lowest scoring
candidates were those who needed greater knowledge of the topic area, and particularly a greater breadth of
topic-specific vocabulary. Some weaker responses needed to present more robust arguments or provide
suitable detail and examples to score more highly.

It was noticeable again this year that where candidates had gaps in their vocabulary, they frequently resorted
to using a hybrid of Chinese characters with pinyin or even English. In such situations, candidates should be
encouraged to modify what they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident in using
and that they know how to write correctly in Chinese.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Understanding the requirements of the task: candidates can set off in the wrong direction because
they have not taken the time to assimilate the task’s requirements. Taking time before they start
writing often leads to a more focussed essay.

e Presentation of arguments: this requires the ability to focus on the issues at stake and form a cogent
argument, namely, an introduction, presentation of both sides of the argument, then a conclusion.
Answers should be forceful in argument and contain fitting examples and vocabulary that shows
depth. When properly assembled, such responses tend to flow, have no ambiguity and lead the
examiner through the argument in a persuasive manner.

e Attention to detail: work is sometimes submitted which contains careless errors that would have
been picked up with more proofreading. Time set aside for checks on spelling and punctuation
should be factored into each response.
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Question 1
BN REFHEA S L. (HRRA AN, BA T FL, BAIPAEESE RS, Eitie.

This was the most popular topic amongst candidates this year. Most candidates were able to display their
excellent knowledge on the role that mobile phones play in our lives. Strong candidates provided detailed
information on how people could improve their daily lives by embracing nature; discovering and developing
more hobbies and spending quality time with family and friends after discarding their mobile phones which,
they argued, was a source of addiction. Some candidates offered bold, or controversial viewpoints that
mobile phones helped us achieve a more enriching and fulfilling life. These statements were well-argued and
supported, earning high marks as a result.

Essays which were lower scoring for content often adopted an approach of simply listing the advantages and
disadvantages of mobile phones, rather than offering any argument with substance. Hence, candidates
should be urged to read the questions with care and ensure answers relate to the specific question rather
than the general topic area.

Question 2
BARNKELE. REAE?

Fewer candidates chose this topic. The majority who did showed good knowledge of the issue regarding
excessive food consumption. Stronger candidates were able to analyse and explain the reasons why such a
phenomenon exists, for example, the improvement of living standards complete with food and choice
abundance; or the fast pace of living leading to young people overly compensating for the stress they feel;
people’s curiosity stimulated by media influences through entertainment programmes such as Man v Food.
Most candidates were able to demonstrate understanding of the impact of excessive food consumption on
physical health as well as psychological wellbeing. Weaker responses tended to be vague, nonspecific and
diverted onto discussions about the importance of healthy living and how best to balance nutrition. Such
answers meant they did not score highly for content.

Question 3
B2z K EERT . EREIRPEE.

This was a popular and well-answered question. The majority of candidates agreed that possessing a unique
skill and talent is the foundation for being successful in the job market. The best responses showed careful
analysis of the statement and strong argument on how a diverse skill-set can assist people to go further in
this ever-changing society; these responses also provided potent examples to highlight their point, for
example, looking at certain declining industries, geographical restrictions and new policy implementations.

Question 4
T E Z X SRR e rR .

Fewer candidates chose to answer this question. However, most answers contained a cogent argument,
together with excellent examples: some historical events, and figures, were put forward to show that the
wealth gap is dangerous and undermines the stability of society. Some candidates argued the opposite: that
marginal disparity between rich and poor could be the source of motivation and that people from a humble
background can aspire to be successful. Overall, this was a well-handled task.

Question 5
SE R BRE R UAMR. IREAE?

There were also a good number of candidates opting for this question. Most candidates showed sound
knowledge of the topic of second-hand goods. Strong candidates were able to approach the question with a
focused and balanced argument — that buying and selling second-hand goods is not only proven to be
economical but also helps to preserve the environment. Such candidates provided rich reasoning and apt
examples. Some candidates were able to elucidate a clear point of view but their response needed more
evidence, or gave too much focus on how best to choose second-hand goods in order to prevent a potential
financial loss. Weaker responses were sometimes one-sided, focussing on financial benefits and needed to
also address the environmental impact to score more highly.

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education © 2021




Cambridge International Advanced Subsidiary Level
8681 Chinese Language November 2021
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/33
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e read the question carefully to ensure they have a clear understanding of the task before they begin
writing. This will enable candidates to stay on track.

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed, follows a logical argument and includes apt examples

e demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic, show they can use idioms
appropriately and write grammatically accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper

e leave time to proofread work; planning in time to check work through can greatly reduce the number
of mistakes in both characters and grammar.

General comments

It was evident that candidates were well-prepared for this paper and this was reflected in the good overall
performance this year. Candidates who excelled were those equipped with the knowledge and the ability to
transfer it to paper in an examination environment. The best responses were those that set out logical
arguments in a balanced manner, with rich vocabulary and meaningful examples to back up their viewpoint.
Such responses tended to flow and avoided any ambiguity. Weaker responses were characterised by
digression from the task and the inclusion of superfluous discussions. Some also relied upon more general
discussion or on personal experience. In many cases, such responses also needed to demonstrate greater
subject knowledge in order to score more highly.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

¢ Understanding the requirements of the task: candidates can set off in the wrong direction because
they have not taken the time to assimilate the task’s requirements. Taking time before they start
writing often leads to a more focussed essay.

e Presentation of arguments: this requires the ability to focus on the issues at stake and form a cogent
argument, namely, an introduction, presentation of both sides of the argument, then a conclusion.
Answers should be forceful in argument and contain fitting examples and vocabulary that shows
depth. When properly assembled, such responses tend to flow, have no ambiguity and lead the
examiner through the argument in a persuasive manner.

e Attention to detail: work is sometimes submitted which contains careless errors that would have
been picked up with more proofreading. Time set aside for checks on spelling and punctuation
should be factored into each response.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1
VREFEERMR U SIPGE st N 2

The maijority of candidates who chose to answer this question were able to correlate good habits with
success in life. The best responses were those that went above the link between the simple cultivation of
good habits and fulfilment. These answers delved into the inner drive that propels people through life and the
necessary self-discipline it entails to succeed in life. Such answers included apt examples to argue their
case. The slightly weaker responses were those that merely listed examples of good and bad habits and
tentatively prodded around the question. Such answers needed to take a firmer stance one way or the other
in order to meet the objective. A few candidates decided to turn the question on its head and question how
good habits and/or a good life should be defined. Whilst this line of philosophical enquiry was interesting to
read, such answers tended to stray too far from the task to score highly for content.

Question 2
RSB S Z TR IR . IREAE?

This was a popular question which seemed to elicit a wide range of responses. Some candidates
demonstrated an extremely high level of knowledge and were able to provide in-depth detail about certain
cultures, their cuisine and any significant connections between the two. The strongest responses were those
that imparted the facts and figures with elegance; in some cases, this type of narrative flowed like a quality
travel guidebook. The weaker responses were those that tended to focus on a very narrow subject, e.g. junk
food, and how it had negatively impacted on some parts of society, such as in the US.

Question 3
BN, LTIERMREETME . Eitit.

This was the most popular question this year. The majority of candidates were able to outline their
understanding of the two strands: the financial rewards that working brings and the fulfiiment value. There
was a wide range of responses, many written with enthusiasm and passion. The best answers were those
that quickly established the interplay between employment and the poverty trap and then spent time
elaborating on how work not just alleviates boredom but bring about a sense of self-realisation. Weaker
responses were those that got side-tracked by discussions about the quality of work and lifestyle, e.g. how a
work-related disputes negatively impact on a person.

Question 4
FRANRBERWT A BB H . ERRIRPIEE.

This was another popular question that was, on the whole, well-handled by candidates. The overall views
were generally spilt with some believing the frontier cities provide the necessary platform for young people to
kick start their lives and thrive. Other candidates argued vociferously that operating in a smaller pool can
bring out the best in people, who would otherwise be downtrodden in the wider environment. Both positions
were eloquently argued and supported by good examples. This was particularly pleasing for examiners.

Question 5
RIS I R R R S AT RS AFT . IREAE?

Few candidates opted for this topic. Strong candidates were able to provide detailed examples of instances
where technology positively impacted on environmental concerns, e.g. the move towards paperless
communications and the switch to renewable energy. This type of evidence put the candidates in a good
position to score highly, especially for those that had the vocabulary to handle the subject matter. The
weaker responses were those that merely listed the things we should do to protect the environment rather
than focus on the specifics set by the task.
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