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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and
A Level Classical Studies (9274), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet a selection of question types and a range of candidate responses has been chosen as far as
possible to exemplify grades A, C and E. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining
the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

o
3
( orome )

e

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still
have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
http://teachers.cie.org.uk.
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International AS Level

Component | Component Name Duration Raw Weighting | Type of Assessment
(%)

Paper 1 Greek Civilisation 1% hours 50 50 Written paper externally
set and marked

Paper 2 Roman Civilisation 1% hours 50 50 Written paper externally
set and marked

Cambridge International A Level

Component | Component Name Duration Weighting | Type of Assessment
(%)

Paper 1 Greek Civilisation 1% hours 50 25 Written paper externally
set and marked

Paper 2 Roman Civilisation 1% hours 50 25 Written paper externally
set and marked

Paper 3 Classical History: 1% hours 50 25 Written paper externally
Sources and evidence set and marked

Paper 4 Classical Literature: 1% hours 50 25 Written paper externally
Sources and evidence set and marked

Candidates wishing to follow a staged assessment route to the Advanced level qualification may take the
Advanced Subsidiary qualification first.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation

Paper 1 - Greek Civilisation

Generic marking descriptors: gobbet essays (AS Level)

Generic marking descriptors: gobbet essays (AS Level)

«  The full range of marks will be used as a matter of course.

. Examiners will look for the "best fit', not a 'perfect fit' in applying the Levels.

. Examiners will provisionally award the middle mark in the Level and then
moderate up/down according to individual qualities within the answer.

" Question-specific mark schemes will be neither exhaustive nor prescriptive.
Appropriate, substantiated responses will always be rewardad.

Levelimarks

Descriplors

Level 1

13-15

ANSWERS MAY NOT BE PERFECT, BUT WILL REPRESENT THE
VERY BEST THAT MAY BE EXPECTED AT THIS LEVEL.

-
L]
-

- & & @

will be comprehensive in coverage,

will be detailed in knowledge;

will be detailed in the use of specific examples in support of points
made;

will be attentive to all parts of the question in equal depth;

will be lucid in style and organisation;

will show evidence of individual thought and insight;

the answer is fluent

Level 2

10-12

- & & & & &

will be very good in coverage;

will be supported with good/adequate examples and illustrations;
will be attentive to all parts of the question in some depth;

will be well organised and clearly expressed;

may have soma minor amors;

for the most part, the answer is fluent.

Level 3

7—8

will be adequate in coverage of question requiremants, but parhaps
unbalancad in treatment;

will be supported with fewer examples and detail,

will be too general;

may be stylistically clumsy or inconsistent;

may contain irrelevant material,

shows some fluency.

Level 4
4-6

will be deficient or limited in knowledge;

will show misunderstanding or misinterpretation of question;
will use few or imelevant examples;

will b muddled and limited in expression.

—-—

Level 5

0-3

will show serious misunderstanding of the guestion or lack of
knowledge;

will show factual inaccuracies;

will not use examples;

will not make relevant points,

4 Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274




Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation

Generic marking descriptors: full essays (AS Level)

. The full range of marks will be used as a matter of course.

. Examiners will look for the ‘best fit', not a ‘perfect fit' in applying the Levels.
Examiners will provisionally award the middle mark in the Level and then
moderate up/down according to individual qualities within the answer.

. Question-specific mark schemes will be neither exhaustive nor prascriptive
{unless specified to the contrary). Appropriate, substantiated responses will
always be rewarded.

| Levelimarks Descriptors

=

ANSWERS MAY NOT BE PERFECT, BUT WILL REPRESENT THE
VERY BEST THAT MAY BE EXPECTED AT THIS LEVEL,

. will be comprahansive in coverage:

. will ba detailed in knowledge;

Level 1 . will be detailed in the use of specific examples in support of points
2125 riack . oy :

will be attentive to all parts of the guestion in equal depth;

will be lucid in style and organisation;

will ehow evidence of individual thought and insight,

the answer is fluent.

will be very good in coverage,

will be supported with good/adequate examples and illustrations;
will be attentive to all parts of the question in some depth;

will be well organised and clearly expressed,

may have some minor ermors;

for the most part, the answer is fluent.

Laval 2
168 = 20

will be adequate in coverage of question requirements, but perhaps
unbalanced in treatment,

will be supported with fewer examples and detail,

will be too general,

may be stylistically clumsy or Inconsistent;

may contain irrelevant material;

shows some fluency

™

Level 2
11-15

will be deficient or limited in knowledge;

will show misunderstanding or misinterpretation of question;
will use few or irrelevant axamples;

will b muddled and limited in expression.

Lewal 4

E—10

[ IO TN e

. will show serious misunderstanding of the guestion or lack of
Level 5 knowledge;
" Wil show faciual inaccuracies,;
0-5 «  wil not use examples;
will not make relevant points,
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation

Question 3

3 ‘Alexander was a belter political lsader than a military leader” Explain to what extent you
agree with this statement. [25]

Mark scheme

3 ‘Alexander was a better political leader then a military leader’. Explain to what extent you
agree with this statement. [25]

Points for discussion may includs;

- 5 8 8 ®

hiz ability to manipulate popular opinion and the way he was viewead by his men and the
paople within it;

his use of religion;

his treatmeant of Athens and the glorous past that it representead;

hiz treatmeant of public opinion over the Parsians;

discussion of his military skills and leadership;

his administration of conquered termitorny.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274



Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation

Example candidate response — grade A
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation
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Examiner comment — grade A

The candidate shows a clear understanding of the issues involved in the question, discussing both the
political and the military aspects of Alexander's leadership. The candidate starts by mentioning different
examples of Alexander’s skill in commanding his army. Amongst the aspects discussed, appropriately
illustrated with incidents from his campaigns are his quick thinking, tactical skills and strategy. The major
battles of Granicus, Issus and Gaugamela are all mentioned, with a good knowledge of the different ways in
which Alexander achieved victory, as well as the Battle of Hydaspes.

The candidate then moves on to discuss more personal aspects of Alexander’s leadership, such as his
relationship with his men, as the “first among equals” rather than a superior general. This is then contrasted
with his later adoption of Persian customs, such as proskynesis, and the way he came to consider himself
as semi-divine, which were a factor in the reason some of his supporters mutinied. This analysis deals with
the more political aspects of Alexander’s leadership, but the candidate does not overtly discuss these areas
as being political. The candidate finishes with a definite conclusion that Alexander was a more successful
military than political leader.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25
Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274

The answer reveals a very good knowledge of Alexander’s military campaigns, which is not matched by a
similar level of knowledge about his political leadership. The answer was placed at the top of Level 2. Had
the candidate expanded the discussion of Alexander’s political leadership, and mentioned other aspects,
such as his relationship with Athens, this would have meant that the answer would have dealt with all parts
of the question in equal depth, and this would have placed it into Level 1.



Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation

Question 11

11 What did Athenian vase-painters gain and lose by the transition from the black-figure to the
rad-figure technigue? You should refar 1o three examples of each technigue in your answer.
[25]

Mark scheme

11 What did Athenian vase painters gain and lose by the transition from the black-figure to
the red-figure technique? You should refer to three examples of each technique in your
Answer. [25]

Thiz guestion requires candidates to display some straightforward knowledge of the advantages
and dizadvantages of each of the techniques, supported by detailed knowledge of relevant and
recognisable pots by paricular artists,

Candidates may refer to the following points:

GAINS:

«  @asier to paint figures on pots than to incsea them,

« use of brush allowed freer style;

s«  brush gave greater sense of three-dimensional volume;

= emotion more easily depicted:

» red-figure comesponded more closely to flesh tones;

s quicker to produce and therefore cheapar and more cost affactive;
= depiction of muscle and drapery.

LOSSES:

= emolion;

» dramatic effects could be produced with darker figures highlighted against simple paler

background;
« a master could achieve minuta detail in black-figura.

On red-figure pots the decorative motifs continued 1o be paintad using the black-figure technigue.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272 1



Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation

Example candidate response — grade C
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation
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Paper 1 — Greek Civilisation
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Examiner comment — grade C

The candidate starts by concluding that Athenian potters gained more than they lost in the transition from
black to red figure Vase painting. The candidate the goes on mention three specific pots, Exekias" Ajax and
Achilles, Euthymides' Three Men Carousing and the Andokides Painter’s Bilingual Pot. There is a sound
description and analysis of the pots of Exekias and Euthymides, contrasting the effects of black and red-
figure painting, with some comparison made between the two styles. The Andokides’ Painter’s Bilingual pot
is just mentioned, without any description or analysis. The candidate also showed confusion over the use of
coloured slip, stating that it was introduced alongside the red-figure technique.

The candidate was aware of the differences between the two techniques, and was able to discuss the ideas
implicit in the question; the analysis was only adequate, illustrated by only two examples in any detail. The
answer was placed at the top of Level 3. The answer would have benefited from the use of more examples
to back up the points made and discussion of the differences in effect achieved by use of a paintbrush and
incision. Analysis of the use of the relief line would also have placed the answer into Level 2.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Question 7
T RAead the passage below, and answer the questions which follow: [25]

LEADER: We chorus folk two privileges prize:
To amuse you, citizens, and to advise.
S0, mid the fun that marks this sacred day,
We'll put on serious looks, and say our say.
And first for those misguided souls | plead &
Who in the past to PHRYNICHUS paid heed.
Tis history now — their folly they regret;
The time has come to pardon and forget.
Oh, yes, they amed, but doas it seam quite right,
When slaves who helped us in a singhe fight 10
Mow vote baside our allies from Platasa
And put on masters' clothes, like Xanthias here -
Mot that | disagree with that decision;
Mo, no. it showed inteligence and vision;
But if we're going to treat these men as brothers, (4]
Let's be consistent and forgive the others.
When we have been so wise, it seems a pity
That men of our own kin, who've sarved the City
In many naval battles, not just one,
Should still be paying for this thing they've done. 20
Come, wise Athenians, swallow down your pride!
We need these loyal kinsmen on our side -
As they will be, f every man who fights
Is a tull citizen with all his rights.
But if we choose to strut and put on airs 25
While Athens founders in a sea of cares,
In days to come, when history is penned,
They'll say we must have gone clean round the bend.

(Anistophanes, Frogs)

(i) Mame the section of the play from which this passage is taken. What is its purpose?

[2]
(ii) To whom do the ‘misguided souls’ (ine 5) rafer? What happened to them? 2]
(iii) Why i= Xanthias wearing Dionysus' clothes at this point? 2]

(iv) Explain the social and political messages that are conveyed in this passage.  [4]

(v) 'Frogs would be just as effective without the Chorus.” To what extent do you agrea
with this opinion? [15]
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

The candidate answered the various parts of the question with varying degrees of accuracy. In part (i), the
candidate correctly identified that the passage came from the Parabasis, which represented the views of
the author (two marks). Part (ii) was answered inaccurately as the followers of Phrynichus, rather than the
supporters of the 411 QOligarchical Revolution who were disenfranchised (no marks). While the candidate
recognised that Dionysus swapped clothes with Xanthias to avoid being beaten in part (iii), there was no
reason given for this (one mark). In part (iv), the candidate simply paraphrased parts of the passage, without
actually picking out and explaining at least two of the messages (one mark).

In part (v), the candidate only discussed the role of the Chorus in conveying a message from the playwright
to the audience, concluding that the play would be just as effective without the Chorus because messages
are conveyed in different ways. The answer was placed at the top of Level 4 as it was limited and contained
few examples. It would have benefited from a wider discussion of the role of the Chorus, such as the visual
and humorous contribution it makes to the play, as well as its role in the agon between Aeschylus and
Euripides.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Paper 2 - Roman Civilisation

Generic marking descriptors: gobbet essays (AS Level)

Generic marking descriptors: gobbet essays (AS Level)

«  The full range of marks will be used as a matter of course.

. Examiners will look for the "best fit', not a 'perfect fit' in applying the Levels.

. Examiners will provisionally award the middle mark in the Level and then
moderate up/down according to individual qualities within the answer.

" Question-specific mark schemes will be neither exhaustive nor prescriptive.
Appropriate, substantiated responses will always be rewardad.

Levelimarks Descriplors

ANSWERS MAY NOT BE PERFECT, BUT WILL REPRESENT THE
VERY BEST THAT MAY BE EXPECTED AT THIS LEVEL.

" will be comprehensive in coverage,

. will be detailed in knowledge;

L will be detailed in the use of specific examples in support of points
13-15 made,

will be attentive to all parts of the question in equal depth;

will be lucid in style and organisation;

will show evidence of individual thought and insight;

the answer is fluent

Level 1

- & & @

will be very good in coverage;

will be supported with good/adequate examples and illustrations;
will be attentive to all parts of the question in some depth;

will be well organised and clearly expressed;

may have soma minor amors;

for the most part, the answer is fluent.

Level 2

10-12

- & & & & &

will be adequate in coverage of question requiremants, but parhaps
unbalancad in treatment;

will be supported with fewer examples and detail,

will be too general;

may be stylistically clumsy or inconsistent;

may contain irrelevant material,

shows some fluency.

Level 3

7—8

will be deficient or limited in knowledge;

will show misunderstanding or misinterpretation of question;
will use few or imelevant examples;

will b muddled and limited in expression.

Level 4
4-6

" will show serious misunderstanding of the guestion or lack of
Level 5 knowledge:

" will show factual inaccuracies;

0-3 «  will not use axamples;

«  will not make relevant points,
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20

Generic marking descriptors: full essays (AS Level)

. The full range of marks will be used as a matter of course.

. Examiners will look for the ‘best fit', not a ‘perfect fit' in applying the Levels.
Examiners will provisionally award the middle mark in the Level and then
moderate up/down according to individual qualities within the answer.

. Question-specific mark schemes will be neither exhaustive nor prascriptive
{unless specified to the contrary). Appropriate, substantiated responses will
always be rewarded.

| Levelimarks

Descriptors

=

Level 1

21-25

ANSWERS MAY NOT BE PERFECT, BUT WILL REPRESENT THE
VERY BEST THAT MAY BE EXPECTED AT THIS LEVEL.

will be comprehensive in coverage;

will ba detailed in knowledge;

will be detailed in the use of specific examples in support of points
made;

will be attentive to all parts of the guestion in equal depth;

will be lucid in style and organisation;

will ehow evidence of individual thought and insight,

the answer is fluent.

Laval 2
168 = 20

will be very good in coverage,

will be supported with good/adequate examples and illustrations;
will be attentive to all parts of the question in some depth;

will be well organised and clearly expressed,

may have some minor ermors;

for the most part, the answer is fluent.

Level 2
11-15

™

will be adequate in coverage of question requirements, but perhaps
unbalanced in treatment,

will be supported with fewer examples and detail,

will be too general,

may be stylistically clumsy or Inconsistent;

may contain irrelevant material;

shows some fluency

Lewal 4

E—10

[ IO TN e

will be deficient or limited in knowledge;

will show misunderstanding or misinterpretation of question;
will use few or irrelevant axamples;

will b muddled and limited in expression.

Leval 5

will show serious misunderstanding of the guestion or lack of
knowledge;

Will show factual inaccuracies,

will not use examples;

will not make relevant points,
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Question 4

4  Head the following passage, and answer the questions which follow: [25]

'| wauld have baen happy, mora than happy, if only Trojan keels had never groundad
on our shores.' She then buried her face for a moment in the bad and cried: ‘We shall die
unavenged. But ket us die. This, this, is how it pkeases me to go down among the shades.

Let the Trojan who knows no pity gaze his fill upon this fire from the high seas and take
with him the omen of my death. 5
S0 she spoke and while speaking fall upon the sword. Her attendants saw her fall.

Thay saw the blood foaming on the blade and staining her hands, and filled the high
walls of the palace with their screaming. Rumour ran raving like a Bacchant through the
stricken city. The palace rang with lamentation and groaning and the wailing of women

and the heavens gave back the sound of mourning. It was as though the enemy were 10
within the gates and the whole of Carthage or old Tyre were talling with flames raging

and rolling over the roofs of men and gods.

(Virgil, Aeneid 4)

(a) ‘i only Trojan keels had never grounded on our shores' (lines 1-2). How had the Trojan fleet

coma to land on the shores of LibyafAfrica? ¥ |

(b) On what is Dido standing? What lia had she told Anna about the purpose of its construction?
[2]

() 'So she spoke...over the roofs of men and gods’ (lines 6-12). Find three ways in which Virgil
has made thesa lnes powerful and explain their effects. [6]

{(d} Who do you think is most to blame for Dido’s death? In your answer, you should consider tha
behaviour of both gods and humans. [15]
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22

Mark scheme

4

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

‘f anly Trojans keels had never grounded on our shores' (lines 1-2). How had the
Trojan fleet come to land on the shores of LibyalAfrica? 2]

Asolus, at Juno's request, caused a storm which drove Aeneas’ surviving ships onto the
shores of Libya.

On what is Dido standing? What lic had she told Anna about the purpose of its
construction? 2]

A funeral pyre made up of Aeneas’ belongings. She pretended to Anna that it was a way for
her to rid herself of feelings for Aenaas.

‘So she spoke...over the roofs of men and gods’ (lines 6-12). Find three ways in which
Virgil has made these lines powerful and explain their effects. [&]

Any thrae of the following: [1 par point + 1 per axplanation]

¢ the sibilance in the first sentence echoes the sound of Dido stabbing herself;

¢+ the use of short sentences mirrors the speed at which the actions take place;

« the simile comparng Rumour to a Bacchant capturas the madness and wildness of the
oCcashon;

« the noise, lerror and grief are emphasised in many different ways;

¢« the attendants are screaming 2o much that they area filling the "high" walls of the palace.
The metaphor 'rang’ allows the audience to imagine the intensity of the sound;

¢« thera is aliteration and use of onomatopoeia in the wailing of woman';

= hyperbole in the ‘heavens gave back the sound of mourning';

= the simile is equally effective in highlighting the noise and the imminent destruction.

Who do you think is most to blame for Dido's death? In your answer, you should
consider the behaviour of both gods and humans. [15])

This question should stimulate some lively discussion. Look for a consideration of a range of
factors and close refarance to tha text. Candidates might feal that Dido was harsalf 1o blame
- she should not have broken her vow to Sychaeus. Aeneas should not have allowed a
gituation to develop where Dido believed they were mamied. Juno and Yenus' machinations
are clearly a significant factor and Anna might not have encouraged Dido's love for Aanaas,
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate shows a clear knowledge of the facts relevant to the question and supplies the detail
about the combination of Juno and Aeolus causing the storm which drove Aeneas and his men to land on
the shores of Libya/Africa.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b) The response indicates the contrived purpose of the funeral pyre, to rid herself of her feelings for
Aeneas, but it does not state that the funeral pyre is made up of items belonging to Aeneas.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(c) The question about how Virgil made lines 6-12 powerful was dealt with in an efficient manner. The
candidate was able to select three different appropriate literary techniques [personification of Rumour, the
imagery of the enemy (were) within the gates and strong verbs] and was able to discuss both the power and
effect of the selected examples. The discussion of the personification example could have been developed
in a little more detail.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

(d) The candidate gives a reasoned response to the question of who is most responsible for the death of
Dido. Starting with what is to all intents and purposes the conclusion is often unwise as some candidates
seem to change their opinion by the end of the answer. In this case, however, the candidate has remained
firmly of the opinion that Juno and Venus are most at fault. There is a good consideration of the role of
Venus in contriving the relationship between her son and Dido, supported by strong reference to the text.
The machinations of Juno are also discussed in some detail. Dido’s culpability is referred to in the breaking
of her vow to Sychaeus and the fact that she chose to die because of her pride: ‘she felt that if couldn’t live
in honour, she could die in honour'. Anna also merits a mention for encouraging Dido’s love for Aeneas. To
achieve higher marks the candidate could have dealt with Aeneas’ role in a little more detail and by referring
more closely to the text.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Question 10

[25]
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(a) What name is given to this temple? Explain why it has this name. [2]

(b) Explain the evidence thare is to suggest that this building was not the first temple on this sita.

3]
(e} Who commissionad the building in the illustration? [1]

(d) I|dentify the area marked X on the flustration. Mention three materials used in this area and
axplain how they were used. [4]

(e) How innovalive was the overall design of this temple when compared 1o other temples of this
peniod? [15]
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Mark scheme

10 (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

What name is given to this temple? Explain why it has this name. [2]

« Pantheon;
» dedicated to all the gods.,

Explain the evidence there is to suggest that this building was not the first temple on
this site. [3]

¢ [nscription;
» on the porch;
« recording Marcus Agrippa as the person who commissioned its construction.

Who commissioned the building in the illustration? [1]

¢«  Emperor Hadrian.

Identify the area marked X on the illustration. Mention three materials used in this area
and explain how they were used. [4]

A = the porch;

columns gray Egyplian granita;
sheathed with white Pentalic marble;
capitals — Parian marble;

shucoo on the uppar lavels.

- o o o W

How innovative was the overall design of this temple when compared to other templas

of this period? [15]
The Panthecn is a typical Roman temple in the following ways:

¢ front porch;

»  Corinthian columns,

e usaof slone;

#  padiment;

« pedimental sculpture,

¢ at and of enclosed precinet.

The ways in which the Pantheon may be considered to be innovative include:
circular cella;

domed roof:

lit from oculus;

usa of brick and concrata;

the proportions of the building

- . . o .
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate correctly identifies the temple as the Pantheon and knows that it has the name because it

is dedicated to all the gods.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b) The candidate cites the inscription honouring Marcus Agrippa on the frieze as evidence for this not being
the first building on the site. The candidate is also able to refer to other pieces of evidence.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 3
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(c) The Emperor Hadrian is correctly identified as the person who commissioned the Pantheon.
Mark awarded = 1 out of 1

(d) Although the candidate correctly identifies the area marked X as the porch, the knowledge of the
different materials used to create the porch seems insecure.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 4

(e) The term ‘innovative’ is clearly understood by the candidate. Other terms, such as rotunda and oculus
are also understood and correctly used, showing clear knowledge and understanding of technical
vocabulary appropriate to the topic. There is some detailed knowledge of many aspects of the Pantheon
displayed in the response. This information is used to address the ideas of what features of the Pantheon
are typical and what features are innovative. Some comparative material, reference to the Maison Carreé
and the temple of Bacchus at Baalbek, is usefully introduced to support the argument. This material could
have been developed in more detail to push the answer towards the higher marks in the level.

Mark awarded = 13 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25

Question 3

3  Discuss Augustus’ use of propaganda in oblaining and maintaining power, [25]

Mark scheme
3 Discuss Augustus' use of propaganda in obtaining and maintaining power. [25]

Augustus was a master in the use of propaganda. From the earliest moments, his adoption of
Julius Cassar's name was vital in gaining him support. His portrayal of the war against Mark
Antony as a war against Egypt and Cleopatra, with Antony seen as her victim, kept the support of
the Empire in the war. Once he had gained power, the propaganda was aimed more at
camenting his achievemants in gaining peace for the Empire. He usad the arts, under Maecenas'
quidance, to reinforce hiz image, and that of the Emgire. This included works such as Virgil's
Aeneid and the poems of Horace, His building programme also served to show that stability had
retumed. Sculpture was another factor in Augustus’ use of propaganda, such as the Ara Pacis
and statues of himself. His final way of ensuring the whole Empire was aware of his
achievements was to have tham inscribed on bronze tablels (The Res Gestae) which were
amctad all over the Empina.
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36

Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

The candidate shows a clear understanding of the role of propaganda in Augustus obtaining and maintaining
power. The focus of the response is literature, particularly the Aeneid. There is some discussion of the
titles and honours Augustus was awarded by the Senate. In order to achieve a higher level the candidate
needs to pay closer attention to the requirements of the question and address how propaganda enabled
Augustus to gain power as well as to maintain it, for example reference to his adoption of Julius Caesar'’s
name and his portrayal of the war against Mark Antony as a war against Egypt and Cleopatra to build up his
personal support. In addition, mention should be made of Augustus’ extensive use of the Arts: the building
programme which he used to glorify and beautify the city and show that stability had returned to Rome
once more; statuary around the Empire and the Ara Pacis in Rome; his Res Gestae inscribed on bronze
tablets and distributed around the Empire. All of these examples show how Augustus used propaganda

to reinforce his achievements and promote his image. Other areas of the Arts could have usefully been

mentioned.

Mark awarded = 17 out of 25
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40

Question b

To what extent do you think that Aeneas was a good leader? [25]

Mark scheme

5

To what extent do you think that Aeneas was a good leader? [25]

In Book 2 it might be argued that Aeneas is not a good leader where he is in the clutches of
Furor’. He takes a band of men to their deaths, even though he has been told several times to
leave Troy. He jeopardises his mission by going back into the defeated city to look for Creusa,

In the storm in Book 1, he wishes he were dead but masks his anguish in front of his people and
provides food and emotional support bafore he sets oul to spy out where they were shipwrecked,

Book 4 perhaps shows Aeneas at his worst as a leader — that his men were happy to be leaving
is telling, as are Dido's words where she says his men would not want her on board.

However, Book € illustrates Aeneas' qualities — he ensures the correct burial procedures for
those of his man who nead it, conversas with his fallen comradas from Troy and takes time with
his father to learn how he will be successful in the second half of the Aeneld and as such, a
succassiul leader.

Candidates might also wish to explore the idea that his success is granted by the gods, especially
Venus, and therafore would not have been so effective.
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Example candidate response — grade C

Q5)| 8 v In Vigiik “Auneid” o chamcter: '
Shown overdll dy o~ pous ; brave aral oy

— gmmﬂw{ﬂmmm%m’_am_ﬁmw_

i ook T of e “Broeid” we see Pureas &Z77
_MM_MLCM@LEHLM =i

Arrieas’ MM@MWHML@M
—feihy, S0 cha Med fo Sk him. She Aaki g_&:&mt
P fend a yém’" Jea_Llorm & g in hil M-H ré

AHApial fo .FI‘E',{? Bl Sformn 7o KA her jﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂm’r

his troofl padt deviifin Safely - Rlosy 4qrtls.

_.....‘ﬂﬂml«gh Aais autior  VEAUL 8 dhavn  as e Maln

_profadon'st ard i portaged 24 preregls’ guid®-
Thidefore M_Jﬂgmwy Yeniss 15 Trd Qeat0i)
beinird Buneas  and carmdmﬂ Mo tpwisgh et |

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272 41



Paper 2 — Roman Civilisation

42

. —— . - S —

Mﬂ& HJ s wgfaﬁm‘ mﬂ_ﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬁ & (afloge
N Aunng ne fﬁﬂmz@mw_mmmm@m
R pe Set) AL bUng e gmgm ‘braing’ ‘BE‘}LI

penta, so do gcpauk, Hereal .ﬂ?fgﬁf detide fo muri
don , oin his www a8 This Shows Agh e g0o leaglfy
s W ghose Ao snature Bre hardichigl sl and fllow
ol mill of The Foko rmegmmder ever? #1 M folgin hvdd
g Mropan s erctnning Natare o etvEtitis Sof

H e
_ﬂﬁuﬂgpﬁ" ?ﬁr hrig +Hoppl -

Jyet AMukangh him  Saying dhcar e ﬁﬂﬁfﬂf rarevyy,
dpn'de foe Ty ard f:ﬂnw_if

| eneas g hil & curcantiy narkd * polfny prs gféﬂ?f‘w
Y by eeyprenting N wanid :'-u die _in_ams creatkd o goedf
Ol muded Gy hiS troggS as ke (S TG dum ko net

Lbe afraid of oleatn as you art Shovieg honor £or your

fand - _piso in book I Ppervas if Showwn an o good

leadey Throueah b acd ef, finr fﬂwzﬂ'rw? V1N mﬂ#*’eﬂ' |
__7&#41&"’ o o L) Tt Al - Aads W?I&fﬁih act J.'ﬁmwepL
__?hmm.# (s rm,ﬁﬂrﬁmf o _h'm @8 hs honowS o gaot, hidS
| fatniv, and e pants 10 see o mort gmisgerod S

__ﬁamd_ms_we R Fng Laturd, higdon® Mg
' pss_a’?‘ﬁﬁla.’&ﬁ_ as_ pErrE] /a0 S

la_gooot cxample for~ his boged and SChowa his morals

AVl fing arngl ',:_Mﬁi - I

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274



=

Paper 2 — Roman Civilisation

LUt ko (aly¥  powtd to  hgs  tendta ong  dwbia T

| _hovol  poag EM' haying o leae  his lpw  and

-@M_bm_dmhn@_@gﬂ.a_’lhzamhm#hw Alt - roprea )
Ay aeﬁ’

wia sty proviea himitlf an o goecl [l
St an example for jais Poo@l sayryg dating e

_hazﬂLfma‘_megﬂf_aMmgﬁ_&f Wha ! yow nant

bat iR for Hng behler - AlSo Seconolly it gups buiels

gngh Mod Wil fnalde _ﬂa.l_’,@l.ﬁlﬂ_ﬁﬁ_ﬁwﬁ

éﬁ_&mm_m inphora! r:ﬁm an i eem o'l
haret! Qe raa mﬂ.ﬂ" Lollpn fro  olivind

Ah he maraged 10 uphol ;

:_ML@F rR‘r'-}ﬁH mﬁm@g&Lm_gf_mrw more _of
__thL_CL&MmMQ_fIQ_EE_Lﬂ#LﬂmMW

#o o _more _plod attributs .

affvbnkd of wening # offe in_war gor Apnodt?

{and ﬂfﬂfww b dextny . Mis lafer on changd
| ﬂm_tﬂnzg.ﬂﬁ_m _chaw eIhth of g

| Boimaun  heio’ ﬂwﬂﬁ@.ﬂ_bziﬂ_g_‘mﬁmgiu?wm@_
fonneitedl, humbe ang follovung i mall o IR

[ Fouted - Mds MﬂfmhﬂIv ffummmm

Dak frie Gowvle > This .fmﬁgﬂﬁd_ﬂﬁﬂh_fhﬂh%; i
fvan undévasing gain , fuffering  angl  evod (2arfy/

he ChI) etayed shong  ang ol not et pis e’

| mfcvmal emobons affeut his  Odivavel brovu e
| F s b ool ek wigha do_1aShll ®oav _on

s Aysops- fersas OO fo by o good _leadlfy

MML;MMMLM@_M{; ambilons

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272

43



Paper 2 — Roman Civilisation

44

| Fo_be Loming moine. HIEN, il arol  concidenirg efhor) -

_EL-‘*E.*’;:TJJ" Mﬂ.ﬁ__ss shown o be ﬂgm—:a’ leadoy A ,&n

yndergoen franlibonl 'n  hiS nahe ard (haracky

v Ans Aanks _and  micfaked o hod  modé akrg

Pk gy o il Journdy W chow 0 leacn feting
Haliv) Wi S'&M?mlfcf aim o o / A
and  eadty for ﬁrmm’%‘ Jh1E DOUR 20G g plople

@ourid i — (/{' _JS/LH

d.;,-g n!i i3 {ﬂ !I:i.:i n ﬂ"”ﬂ {a illﬂi Q'pr‘[_if_\:l"‘l "‘31’ fu\?\d'f:-".'-""i-
‘ﬁ L 1

g Y ﬁarv_‘_{_g-,u i 5 i

Examiner comment — grade C

The candidate is able to provide some strong and apt textual reference to the relevant books of the

Aeneid. The essay opens with a sensible introduction characterising Aeneas as ‘pious, brave and strong’,
but also showing awareness that he has flaws and 'natural desires’ which sway him from his usual path.
The information about the storm in Book | seems to focus on Juno and Venus, but is brought back to the
question of whether Aeneas is a good leader at the end of the paragraph. Mention could be made of the
point where he hides his own feelings and fears in order to encourage his people or where he provides
physical and emotional support after they have landed on the coast of north Africa. The paragraph on Book
[l uses the text more effectively to comment on Aeneas’ qualities as a leader. Overall, however, although
there is a good deal of appropriate factual knowledge, the argument does not always focus on the question

of whether Aeneas is a good leader and strays into questions of how far Aeneas follows his destiny.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Question 4
4 Read tha following passage, and answar the questions which follow: [25]

‘| would have been happy, more than happy, if only Trojan keels had never grounded
on our shores,' She then buried her face for a moment in the bed and cried: 'We shall die
unavenged. But let us die. This, this, is how it pleases me to go down among the shades.
Let the Trojan who knows no pity gaze his fill upon this fire from the high seas and take
with him the omen of my death. 5
So sha spoke and while speaking fell upon the sword. Hor attendants saw her fall.
Thay saw the blood foaming on the blade and staining her hands, and filled the high
walls of the palace with their screaming. Rumour ran raving like a Bacchant through the
stricken city. The palace rang with lamentation and groaning and the wailing of women
and the heavens gave back the sound of mourning. It was as though the enemy were 10
within the gates and the whole of Carthage or old Tyre were falling with flames raging
and rolling over the roofs of men and gods.

{Virgil. Aeneid 4)

(a) ‘if only Trojan keels had never grounded on our shores' (lines 1-2). How had the Trojan fleat
come to land on the shores of Libya‘Africa? 2]

{b) On what is Dido standing? What ie had she told Anna about the purpose of its construction?
2]

{c) "So she spoke....over the roofs of men and gods’ (lines 6-12). Find three ways in which Virgi
has made these lines powerful and explain their effects. [E]

(d) Who do you think is most to blame for Dido's death? In your answar, you should considar tha
behaviour of both gods and humans. [18]
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Mark scheme

4

(a)

(b)

(d)

If only Trojan keels had never grounded on our shores' (lines 1-2). How had the
Trojan fleet come to land on the shores of LibyalAfrica? [2]

Aasolus, at Juno's request, caused a storm which drove Aeneas’ surviving ships onto the
shores of Libya.

On what is Dido standing? What lie had she told Anna about the purpose of its
construction? [2]

A funeral pyre made up of Aeneas’ belongings. She pretended to Anna that it was a way for
her to rid hersall of feslings for Aenaas.

*So she spoke...over the roofs of men and gods® (lines 6-12). Find three ways in which
Virgil has made these lines powerful and explain their effects. [&]

Any three of the following: [1 per point + 1 per explanation]
« the sibilanca in the first sentence echoes the sound of Dido stabbing herself;
the usa of short sentences mirrors the speed at which the actions take place;
the simike comparing Rumour 10 a Bacchant captures the madness and wildness of the
OCCAsion;
s tha noisa, tarror and grief are amphasised in many differant ways;
« the attendants are screaming 3o much that they are filling the "high” walls of the palace.
Tha metaphor ‘rang’ allows the audience 1o imagina the intensity of the sound;
there is alliteration and use of onomatopoeia in the ‘wailing of women';
hyperbola in the ‘heavens gave back tha sound of mourning';
the simile is equally effective in highlighting the noise and the imminent destruction,

Who do you think is most to blame for Dido's death? In your answer, you should
consider tha behaviour of both gods and humans. [15]

This question should stimulate some livaly discussion. Look for a consideration of a range of
factors and closa refarance to the text. Candidatas might feel that Dido was hersalf to blama
— ghe should not have broken her vow to Sychasus. Aeneas should not have allowed a
situation to develop whera Dido believed they were marmried. Juno and Yenus® machinations
are clearly a significant factor and Anna might not have ancouraged Dida's love for Aaneas.
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The candidate knows about the storm instigated by Juno but does not mention the involvement of
Aeolus.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(b) The candidate knows that Dido has told Anna that the funeral pyre is part of a ritual to ‘rid her of her love
for Aeneas’. No mention is made of the fact that the pyre consists of Aeneas’ belongings.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(c) The candidate refers to the visual imagery of ‘blood foaming’ and the use of metaphor and simile. To gain
higher marks, the candidate needs to comment in detail on how the selected examples are powerful and

effective.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

(d) The candidate mentions Venus, Anna, Juno and Aeneas as being responsible for the death of Dido.
Each of the characters mentioned merits a further sentence to say why the candidate believes this to be
the case. The reasons are very basic and could be developed in much greater detail to consider the extent
of their culpability. That Dido might be responsible for her own demise is not considered. The candidate

concludes that Venus and Juno are the most responsible for the death of Dido.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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Question 10

10  Study the illustration below, and answer the questions which follow: [25]
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50

(a)
(b)

(e
(d)

(e)

What name is given to this tample? Explain why it has this name. [2]

Explain the evidence there is 1o suggest that this building was not the first temple on this sita.

[3]
Who commissionad the building in the illustration? [1]
Identify the area marked X on the illustration. Mantion three malerials used in this area and
explain how they were used. [4]
Hew innovative was the ovarall design of this temple when compared 1o other temples of this
pariod? [15]
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Mark scheme

10 (a) What name is given to this temple? Explain why it has this name. [2]

» Pantheon:
» dedicated to all the gods.

(b) Explain the evidence there is to suggest that this building was not the first temple on
this site. [3]

o inscription;
« on the porch;
« recording Marcus Agrippa as the parson who commissionad its construction.

[c} Who commissioned the building in the illustration? [1]

¢  Emperor Hadrian.

[d) ldentify the area marked X on the illustration. Mention three materials used in this area
and explain how they were used. [4]

X = the porch;

columns grey Egyptian granite;
sheathed with white Pentelic marbls;
capitals = Parian marbla;

stucco on the upper lavels.

* & = = &

(e} How innovative was the overall design of this temple when compared to other temples

of this period? [15]
The Panthaon is a typical Roman teample in the following wanys:

« front porch;

»  Corinthian columns;

o use of stone;

=  pediment;

» pedimental sculptura;

L]

at end of enclosed pracinct.

The ways in which the Pantheon may be congiderad to be innovative include:;
circular cella;

domead roof;

lit from oculus;

use of brick and concrate;

the proportions of tha building.

- % & = @
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a) The candidate identifies the temple as the Pantheon and explains that it is a place for all the gods.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b) The candidate mentions the temple inscription but does not give any further detail to explain the answer.
Mark awarded = 1 out of 3

(c) Marcus Agrippa is cited as the person who commissioned the building illustrated. Mention should have
been made of the Emperor Hadrian.

Mark awarded = 0 out of 1

(d) Although the candidate correctly identifies the area marked X as the porch, the knowledge of the
different materials used to create the porch is rather general and not totally secure.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 4

(e) There is some indication that the term ‘innovative’ is understood by the candidate. Comparative material,
such as the temple of Bacchus at Baalbek and the Maison Carreé, is introduced to support the argument
that the overall design of the Pantheon is innovative. Other terms, such as rotunda and oculus are also
mentioned but there is no clear indication that the candidate knows what they are or understands the terms.
There is little in the way of detail about either the Pantheon or the other two temples cited. To gain higher
marks the candidate needs to show knowledge of the basic design and layout of a typical Roman temple
and then use this knowledge to compare and contrast with specific features from the Pantheon.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Paper 3 - Classical History — Sources and Evidence

General introduction

The full mark scheme for Paper 3 and Paper 4 and the examiners’ report provide a very good starting point
for those teaching this part of the syllabus. The mark scheme illustrates a number of possible approaches to
the questions. The demands made on candidates in Paper 3 and Paper 4 are high level ones and a good deal
of guidance is given in the syllabus booklet. It is important to remember that examiners will be looking for
candidates to respond to the question, as set, in the exam room and not repeat a pre-learned essay which
may be quite close to the theme of the one set. The nature of the syllabus for these topics is such that
teachers (and learners) should be able to become acquainted with the major themes (as clearly outlined in
the syllabus booklet) and, thus, be prepared to answer whatever specific questions are set.

The instructions on the paper clearly encourage candidates to spend time thinking and planning. Planning is
particularly valuable as a way of avoiding going off at a tangent in an essay.

Generally, the modern passage and the text passages will revolve around a number of critical statements
which the candidate should explore and evaluate. It may be appropriate for candidates to feel that they do
not have to use the text passages in the order in which they appear on the paper or to refer to them at the
outset but as they build their essay. Candidates are also encouraged not to limit themselves to the passages
but to use material from their own wider reading of the texts and other critical works. It will almost always
be appropriate for candidates to comment on the wider context.
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Generic marking descriptors (A Level)

Generic marking descriptors [A Lewvel)

Tha full range of marks will be used as a matter of course.
Examiners will look for the ‘best fit’, not a "perfect fit’ in applying the Levels. Good performance on
one AQ may compensate for shortcomings on others, HOWEVER, essays not deploying material
over the full range of the two ADs will be most unlikely to aftain @ mark in Level 5.

+ Examiners will provisionally award the middle mark in the Level and then moderafe up/down
according to individual qualities within the answer,

= (uestion-specific mark schemes will be neither exhauslive nor prescriptive, Appropriate,
substantiated responses will always be rewarded. Answers may develop a novel and possibly
intuitive response to a guestion, This is to be credited if arguments are fully substantiated,

Levellmarks Descriptors
ANSWERS MAY NOT BE PERFECT, BUT WILL REPRESENT THE VERY BEST
'r‘l-l.ﬂ-.T MAY BE EXPECTED AT THIS LEVEL.
Strongly focussed analysis that answers the question convincingly.
5 Sustained argument with a strong sense of direction. Strong, substantiated
conclusions.
50-40 o Gives full expression o material relevant to all three AQs.
marks » Towards the bottom, may IJ'E' a little prosaic or unbalanced in coverage yet tha
answer is stil comprehensively argued.
» Wide range of citation of relevant information, handied with confidence to support
analysis and argument.
« Excellent exploration of the wider contaxt, if relevant
ANSWERS WILL SHOW MANY FEATURES OF LEVEL 5, BUT THE QUALITY WILL
EBE UNEVEN ACROSS THE ANSWER.
« A determined response to the question with clear analysis across most but not all
of thie answar,
* + Argument developed to a logical conclusion, buf paris lack rigour. Strang
39-30 conclusions adequately substantiated. :
s 24 . H‘BEFDHEE covers all AQs, bul is qﬁp-acially strang on ona AQ so reaches this Level
by virtue of the argument | analysis,
» Good but limited & / or uneven range of relevant information used to support
analysis and argument, Description is avoided.
» Good analysis of the wider context, if relevant.
THE ARGUMENT WILL BE REASONABLY COMPETENT, BUT LEVEL 3 ANSWERS
WILL BE LIMITED & / OR UNBALANCED,
s Engages well with the question although analysis is patchy and, at the lower end,
of limited quality.
| 3 « Tries to argue and draw conclusions, but this breaks down in significant sections of
| 2920 description.
ey » The reguirements of all three AOs are addressed, but without any real display of
flair or thinking.
s  Good but limited &/or uneven range of relevant information used to describe rather
than support analysis and argument.
Fair display of knowledge to describe the wider context, if relevant.
3 ANSWERS WILL SHOW A GENERAL MISMATCH BETWEEN QUESTION &
ANSWER.
19-10 = Some engagement with the question, but limited understanding of the issues.
marks Analysis is limited [ thin.
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» Limited argument within an assentially descriptive response, Conclusions are
limited / thin.
Factually limited &for uneven. Some irelevance.
Perhaps stronger on AQ1 than AO2 (which might be addressed superficially or
ignored altogether).

« Patchy display of knowledge to describe the wider context, if relevant.

AMNSWERS IM LEVEL 1 WILL BE VERY POOH,
» Little or no engagaement with the question. Little or no analysis offered.

1 « Littie or no argument. Any conclusions are very weak. Assertions are unsupported
8-0 andlor of limited relevance,
marks Little or no display of relevant information

Litte ar no attempt to address AD3,
Little or no referance to the wider context, if relevamnt,

56 Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274



Paper 3 — Classical History — Sources and Evidence

Question 1
1 The changing world of Athens: its friends and enemies

Read the following passage and answer the question which follows:

Two ather faclors, however, make any view which imputes aggressive inlent lo Athens unlikely,
First, al Polidasa, al least, Athens did nol act with unprovoked aggression bul was reacting lo
Carinthian hostility; much the same is probably rue of the Megarian Decree: it was the Athenian
answer to Megarian provocation. Far more important is the fact that Pericles could not have hoped
for anything more than survival in the war he is alleged to have been careless about provoking.
It is conceivable that the average Athenian voter was more optimistic; but that Pericles positively
welcomed a war in which he had no hope of a victory but only of avoiding defeat defies belief.
Athens' offers of arbitration may therefore be taken al their face value: Athens was trying fo avoid
the war, while at the same time refusing lo give way 1o Sparlan pressure, This makes Corinthian
responsibility far greater

J.B. Salmon, Wealthy Corinth (1997)

To what extent was the Greek world forced into united opposition to Athens in the fifth
century? In your answer you should consider the passage above and your wider reading as
well as the two passages below.

People's feelings were generally very much on the side of the Sparlans, especially as they
proclaimed that their aim was the libaration of Hellas, States and individuals alike were enthusiastic
1o support them in every possible way, both in speech and action, and everyone thought thal
unless he look a personal share in things the whaole efforl was being handicapped. So biller was
the general teeling against Athens, whether from those who wished to escape from her rule or
from those who feared that they would come under it.

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 2. 8

Bt after all — we're all friends talking logether hare — why do we blame il all on the Spartans?
It was some Athenians who slarted it — some Athenians, mind you, not Athens, remember that,
nol the City — but a bunch of good-for-nothing individuals, worthless counterfeit foreigners, bad
coin through and through, They kepl denouncing Megarians — first of all their woollen cloaks, and
soon, whenaver they saw a cucumber or a young hare or a piglet or some garlic or some rock-salt,
‘Megarian goods! they'd say, and had them confiscated and auctioned the same day. Well, that was
a mmor thing, just normal Athenian behaviour; but then some young roisterars gol drunk, went to
Megara and kidnapped their tart Simaetha; and this raised the Meganans' hackles, and they stole
two of Aspasia’s tarts in refaliation, And that was the reason why this war erupted throughout the
Gireek world: it was on account of three whores,

Aristophanes, Acharnfans 500-529
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Mark scheme

1

To what extent was the Greek world forced into united opposition to Athens in the fifth
century?

Ganaral

Any crtical exploration as an answer to a paper 3 question will necessarily encompass differing
views, knowledge and argument. Thus the mark scheme for these questions cannot and should
not be prescriptive.

Candidates are being encouraged o explorg, in the exam room, & theme that they will have
studied. Engagemant with the question as zet (in the exam room) may make for limitations in
answers but this is preferable to an approach that endeavours to mould pre-worked materials of a
not oo dissimilar nature from the demands of tha actual quastion,

Examiners are encouraged to constantly refresh their awareness of the question so as not to be
carried away by the flow of an argument which may not be absolutaly to the point, Candidates
must address the question set and reach an overall judgement, but no set answer is expected.
The guestion can be approached in vanous ways and whal matters is not the conclusions
reached but the quality and breadth of the interpretation and avaluation of the taxts offered by an
answer.

Successful answers will need 1o make use of all three passages, draw conclusions and arrive at
summative decisions.

Specific
The quotation from JB Salmon’s book seeks to present a view of Athens' role in the nun-up to the
outbreak of the Paloponnasian War in 431 BC. Candidatas may well address this particular issua,
though they may draw on a wider range of material to support their argument across the period
studied.

In answearing the question, candidates will need to draw on a variety of sources to prasent their
argument. Discussion should focus on the issues of interpretation raised by the passages, and
candidates may also make referance to other states involved in the disagreaments of the period
studied; for example, the roles of Sparta, Thebes, Corcyra and Potidaea may be usad to further
illuminate the diplomatic tlensions Athens experenced in the 4305, but also at other times as well,
Candidates should explain the power blocks within the Greek world, espacially where allegiances
changed during the percd [e.g. Corcyra, Megara) and the tensions that surfaced, for example
within the Delian League (the revolts of Euboea and Samos, or others) and within the
Peloponnesian Laaguea.

The passages help focus on issues specific to 431 BC, though candidates may well wish 1o
discuss the changing perceptions of Athens over the pericd from different perspectives within the
'Graak world' (lonian cities, Sparta and Peloponnesian states, independent states in the wider
Greek world). Thucydides seems to imply a degree of unity and he records one of Sparta’s ‘war
aims’; some candidates may wish to explora the axtent to which this was a realistic possibility at
this time and discuss the oufcome of the Peloponnesian War, Anstophanes provides a different
view of the causes of hostlity, and candidates may choose to look at individual responsibility for
Athenian acts, though they may also discuss the contaxt of this comic play and the extent to
which it reflects internal Athenian discussion of policy. Candidates may also choose to focus on
the significance of Sparta during this period and the extant to which she chose her own coursa of
action or respondad to tha demands of others such as Connth.

Candidates may draw any sensible conclusions provided that these are supported with critical
reference to the texts.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Examiner comment — grade A

This candidate addressed a range of issues from the question with some success, and organised the
answer so that it returned to the key terms of the question regularly. The candidate made good use of the
passages on the paper, offering some interpretation of detail and some evaluation of the ancient sources.
There was a reasonable range of detail to support the discussion, though also some errors and confusions.
This is certainly a determined response to the question, in places strongly focused; there is some confident
discussion, though in places the argument could be more fully supported.

The opening of the essay accepts the challenge of the key terms in the question, though there is some
uncertainty about context (the use of the term ‘cleruchies’, for example). The candidate then makes critical
use of the first passage on the paper and explicitly addresses a number of issues raised there, accepting
Salmon’s view of Corinth but challenging what he says about Megara. It is good to see a candidate adopting
a critical approach to sources both ancient and modern; this could have been made stronger with some
further supporting detail. He goes on to criticise Salmon’s assessment of Athens’ military position during the
Peloponnesian War; this was interesting and could have been made stronger with a clearer understanding of
the strengths and weaknesses of both Athens and Sparta.

The essay then turns to the passage from Thucydides, which is discussed in some detail though with
limited evaluation. There is less said about the passage of Aristophanes, and once again there is need for
clearer evaluation of the source. The essay then turns to the earlier part of the period, with limited detail:
although the account of Athenian behaviour towards allies in the Delian League can be supported from the
sources, there is scope for some further development and stronger use of evidence here.

As the essay turns to its conclusion, the candidate again engages with Salmon’s interpretation of events.
There is some repetition and the final section is rather general and unfocused. However overall there is
some very pleasing engagement with the question set, and a real attempt to use the key terms of the
question and the passages on the paper in a direct and challenging manner. There is scope for considerable
improvement in the evaluation of contemporary sources which must be the bedrock of our approach to the
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period, and it would certainly be helpful to include some further supporting evidence at various points in the
essay.

Mark awarded = 40 out of 50

Example candidate response — grade C

L Te

Claias 'ﬂﬁ‘c_ﬁ:ﬂ_ﬂﬁﬂﬂxum_mw 05 J@ror

%‘“«‘kﬂ;ﬂeam _Laihs;c.:g.a_l_mﬁ:’x_’&ﬂ-_msi
‘ool He Nowsda o the |

5-._%“— te Clolun

mm_@cﬁjﬁ
"eraah:_téwi as foinded Sparta apd bee dles

i tooe |
A

e

.Wﬂmc\ﬂmd&ﬁm@pesaﬂ]o?%m%

.E"-‘ﬂ_\lﬁ_’fimﬂj_m_mue_ of e ke ‘.d@hﬂ.

Hummtﬁﬂuﬁqﬂﬂmwmﬂh%?%m

- i v N

ﬁm&w_fm

%ﬁ.‘.‘iﬁum’!. EEnrﬁsLi.n declare poae  ON \bl"tﬁhb__"ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬁﬂre

oot be Sod Yed D:a@m_m_ﬂr&_%cml Wit fhe  boar

I-Lf Phetans toere  smen e Sadours oF Uneexe., Ho oeae

(alec dhe Rersion Hrest boas_goe ‘ﬂm_ﬂﬂzmﬂw_s_ﬂhrﬂﬂL

Mﬂ.m_&_h_.m&r_&_&ﬂa_&[fhmﬁun_ e

their Delian bestome L enpice.

Theie aities becoue 4 Aol o, kegk

e H-‘Enu{m S -
My pede R booses  Farshl A, fthens had
‘[Tﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂmugé hersetll {dvan  +he -E'xmm_ﬂp |

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272

65



Paper 3 — Classical History — Sources and Evidence

66

OFFICE
apLY

hre R ‘%mﬂm&ﬂ;u.ﬁx_q_

hove been Jewsed _as a  \dihas. Terdes Yumse® e
Boos -l-n- |"1=lua E:ct-.é . - ¥ , ke o

afe Cun tuen Made m*m&._xuufzq-}imr
m hec allies Qs's Seen Dyire m%_w&%a Thperis,
Lu&a_%ﬂnﬂ_miw&_emﬁu__;ﬁﬁ.____

n_-’%ammﬁ_'ﬂaﬁ{,_ ﬁ#&:ﬂ;a_ MM@% —]

s Lmth_TEﬁ__&knmm

__&_hm_a_&ud_ﬂim_ _3;-;1*_}- - S - ﬂa’ﬂqm “wdipaiShanhe

| tte_ Acoldnues @i afade (n ks ciiee Plos e Liasps_ore e

Cin contrast toth Ye pqmé:"‘bﬂf‘ﬁr Ceiwms ﬁnér

E;’:ﬁrge'l_&&zaa_ _ﬂg_mmwa_humn,

J:h%_hpm" do  ask e gmv-"iﬁﬁs S ﬂeéwrun%%nmﬁ
JHoseer a8 Shmon wn Hwe E&M%,Mﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂ

o Mtyor %m&ﬁp

Q&ﬁmm_ \

= —

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274



|4 Conoet e Sed ek majam%hh %rqfﬂ wiio e ﬂxﬂﬁ__ﬁn_._,

Paper 3 — Classical History — Sources and Evidence

Terwe wag *an aeusc to Vesaden gﬁm@#ﬁn-" Trerehre

LinPuene o

_-d@mmmww BFM'E’“ Qrnd  fivens

At hart He aq@%ﬂm

A\

ety Tee dhe Codd LOoReens]

Yo Hm_Q_ﬁ\amm%Jhmu&. out- 4he

o SBees Bain Yo reskof!

The  Pheciare  Ocdors
e hedran her Cu\aféa

ot o much  Closec bﬂrélhnix%'\ Mers. This alse ensured
W s ety enr e b muads o §

i, LAl T

A% BNt &

. Demecredic

(crrarert oobn Sdes  toodd oempt te asswe. A oo
; iy ﬂﬂdnﬁ.‘i?nﬁu_ml}_-m netan d%

bul A st Tke Dewecrac,

Mereouer 4 woae s

eny tear_and Aidle dor b Spe|

M_&the__umﬂfﬁu Pecees Mlene had  omeen

Jand  penuit e aviazingly. Her Oy s ivalded |
Nand her arls gad Ftn‘-la‘y_hynh qmﬂh’r ﬂ-ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬂq ‘g] —
_M_Bﬁuiga &gmmnme_&nn_harmm._-ﬁg_mr He et o

AMANOVEE | —

[P =

Lo gpli ore led by Sporks, |
and Mg clner  Fi¥ens Potceser a3 Jalmon wordes, Dene

A 0SF psent Me  Loon Sparde ard fec alles jawe
fee  Supsrice o0 Mawd. Hpocoever the toar woosdd hase

Cuerad % ¢ uellie 1o anai..' Frek e Qma:._f..&ﬂ&

Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272

67



Paper 3 — Classical History — Sources and Evidence

68

frofisy E:!I::-'I"I:ﬁ'rjﬁ e =1 FrﬁmﬁnLl t.-."-.'.ﬂ-; .....

Hiens. Sonca wide
_LﬂJ_j'Lni‘-j el o Dﬂr Lot fesded 4o See Phresvian |
%[bm_a:\"i"\ e e Hhe. Qs Rece . cﬁ theie  tron Porer

and  Agmivance | Ca.:smﬁ“-:. O Mt:ﬁjm‘a_,_ﬂL'ﬁé- _Diner

‘E?vflrtﬂ Nty Mee  Looaaded e podin Pljdnzﬁ&-. .QL'.H"}L"H'. S

Lt by Varioe, poOtet-d,

Sing oy e rnggs AT o v, Apusthe Roiely,
@%fmm »JWMW i%ﬁ

Examiner comment — grade C

This candidate makes good use of the three passages, and there are a number of lines of response
indicated in the answer. There is some good engagement with the question, though generalisations are
usually insufficiently supported with precise examples. There is some good discussion, but the argument is
not fully worked through to a conclusion, and there is no real evaluation of the sources mentioned., including
the passages on the paper.

The opening paragraph uses the Salmon passage and raises the issue of states being forced into opposition
to Athens, though there is no discussion at this point of ‘united’. The wording of parts the essay suggests
that the candidate is drawn towards an essay on the causes of the Peloponnesian War, though this is only
one element in the question set. The candidate does make a good point about Corinth’s role, though there
is limited follow-through about this in the rest of the essay.

The candidate uses the Thucydides passage to lead into a discussion of the changing status of Athens
during the fifth century. There is no evaluation of the evidence of Thucydides, and no attempt to put this in
context at the start of the Peloponnesian War. The account of the transformation of the Delian League is
lacking in specific examples: this answer would be considerably improved by a few sequenced events which
could support the general lines of argument. In a similar way, the discussion of the Aristophanes passage
does not engage with an evaluation of the passage, and there is no indication that the passage is from a
comic play. The candidate does discuss the issue of the Megarian decree, but although this is connected
with the Salmon passage, no explanation is offered for the different interpretation offered by Aristophanes.

The rather generalised approach continues in the discussion of different ideologies. Examples of Athenian
‘colonisation’ are not offered and the paragraph could be more explicitly directed towards the question. A
little more detail and, in particular, a focus on the significance of ‘united’ as a key word in the title would
make this a much sharper response to the question, and allow the awarding of higher marks.

The candidate has a clear sense of a Greek world largely divided into two groups, and shows an
understanding of the stresses particularly within the Peloponnesian side, where Corinth was able to put
pressure on Sparta. There is however little specific evidence brought in to support this: this essay would

be significantly improved by a discussion of what we can learn from Thucydides about the allied congress at
Sparta (as described in book 1) or about the tensions within the Athenian Empire during the long period of
conflict with Sparta, especially after the disaster in Sicily.

Mark awarded = 24 out of 50
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Examiner comment — grade E

This candidate showed some good engagement with the question in parts of this essay, though the answer
as a whole relies too heavily on a descriptive narrative, and there is little use made of the passages in the
discussion. There is some attempt to argue and draw conclusions, but there are significant sections of
description. This answer is stronger in AO1 as there are some good sections of relevant knowledge, but
there is very little critical evaluation or interpretation of evidence, including the ancient sources on the paper.
The essay is also not brought to a proper conclusion.

The candidate starts by showing that there was no united opposition to Athens at the start of the fifth
century, and that there was united opposition to Persia (though in fact the Greek world was not united at
this time). The candidate provides some relevant detail from the early part of the period, and shows some
understanding of the relationship between Athens and Sparta at this time. There is some discussion of
Naxos and the use of allies by Athens in this early period, though this is made less clear by a reference

to the Melian debate (no reference to Thucydides), which the candidate places as a ‘turning point’ in the
history of the Delian League. There is a general weakness in chronology, though in general the events are
introduced in correct order, but with limited analysis of the time frame (and no dates or sources).

The candidate does introduce explicitly into this relatively long paragraph a direct reference to one of the
passages (Thucydides), and the discussion does link this to the start of the Peloponnesian War, though
there is no evaluation of the reliability of the source or the problems of interpretation that arise from this
statement. The candidate then goes on to look at the role of Corinth, though without explicitly discussing
what Salmon says in the passage quoted: the generally accurate narrative here is not directed towards
answering the question. The candidate does show an understanding of the pressure that Corinth was able
to apply to Sparta, and this could have been related more clearly to the question. The end of the essay
becomes very compressed, and there is little engagement with the question at this point. The conclusion is
too brief to draw together any of the elements of the essay.

There is some good understanding of the period shown here in the narrative sections, which could be
significantly improved by the use more explicitly of relevant sources, properly evaluated. It would also

be helpful to show a clearer understanding of the later years of the period, after the initial stages of the
Peloponnesian War. The question itself is not kept to the fore and there is only limited use of the passages
on the paper (none of the passage of Aristophanes). This is on the cusp of Levels 2 and 3. Relevant
argument needs to be presented more coherently and a clearer conclusion would help draw together the
threads of the narrative. There should also be more considered engagement with the evidence, particularly
the passages on the paper, but also more widely.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 50
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Paper 4 - Classical Literature — Sources and Evidence

General introduction

The full mark scheme for Paper 3 and Paper 4 and the examiners’ report provide a very good starting point
for those teaching this part of the syllabus. The mark scheme illustrates a number of possible approaches to
the questions. The demands made on candidates in Paper 3 and Paper 4 are high level ones and a good deal
of guidance is given in the syllabus booklet. It is important to remember that examiners will be looking for
candidates to respond to the question, as set, in the exam room and not repeat a pre-learned essay which
may be quite close to the theme of the one set. The nature of the syllabus for these topics is such that
teachers (and learners) should be able to become acquainted with the major themes (as clearly outlined in
the syllabus booklet) and, thus, be prepared to answer whatever specific questions are set.

The instructions on the paper clearly encourage candidates to spend time thinking and planning. Planning is
particularly valuable as a way of avoiding going off at a tangent in an essay.

Generally, the modern passage and the text passages will revolve around a number of critical statements
which the candidate should explore and evaluate. It may be appropriate for candidates to feel that they do
not have to use the text passages in the order in which they appear on the paper or to refer to them at the
outset but as they build their essay. Candidates are also encouraged not to limit themselves to the passages
but to use material from their own wider reading of the texts and other critical works. It will almost always
be appropriate for candidates to comment on the wider context.
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Generic marking descriptors (A Level)

Generic marking descriptors (A Level)

The full range of marks will be used as a matier of course.
Examiners will look for the ‘best fit', not a "perfect fit’ in applying the Levels. Good performance on
one AD may compensate for shortcomings on others, HOWEVER, essays not deploying material
over the full range of the two ADs will be most unlikely to attain @ mark in Level 5.

» Examiners will provisionally award the middle mark in the Level and then moderale upidown
according to individual qualities within the answer,

» Question-specific mark schemes will be neither exhaustive nor prescriptive, Appropriate,
substantiated responses will always be rewerded. Answears may develop a novel and possibly
intuitive response to a guestion, This is to be credited if arguments are fully substantiated,

Levelimarks Descriptors
ANSWERS MAY NOT BE PERFECT, BUT WILL REPRESENT THE VERY BEST
THAT MAY BE EXPECTED AT THIS LEVEL.
= Strongly focussed analysis that answers the question convincingly.
5 Sustained argument with a strong sense of direction. Strong, substantiated
conclusions.
5040 s Gives full expression fo material relevant to all three ADs.
marks = Towards the bottom, may h-e a little prosaic or unbalanced in covarage yet tha
answer iz still comprehensively argued.,
» \Wide range of citation of relevant information, handled with confidence to support
analysis and argument.
» Excellent exploration of the wider contaxt, if relevant
ANSWERS WILL SHOW MANY FEATURES OF LEVEL 5, BUT THE QUALITY WILL
BE UNEVEN ACROSS THE ANSWER.
s A determined response to the question with clear analysis across most but not all
of the answar,
% s Argument developed to a logical conclusion, but parts lack rigour. Strang
3930 conclusions adequately substantiated. :
i ] Rﬂspnnse covers 8l AQs, but is qﬁpﬂﬁally strong on one A2 20 reaches this Level
by virtue of the argument / analysis.
s Good but limited & / or uneven range of relevant information used to support
analysis and argument, Description is avolded.
= Good analysis of the wider context, if relevant.
THE ARGUMENT WILL BE REASONABLY COMPETENT, BUT LEVEL 3 ANSWERS
WILL BE LIMITED & / OR UNBALANCED,
+ Engages well with the question although analysis is patchy and, at the lower end,
of limited quality.
| 3 s Tries to argue and draw conclusions, but this breaks down in significant sections of
| 2920 dascription.
i s The requirements of all three ADs are addressed, but without any real display of
flair or thinking.
» Good but imited &for unavean range of relevant information used to describe rather
than support analysis and argument.
Fair dizsplay of knowledge o describe the wider context, if relevant.
2 ANSWERS WILL SHOW A GENERAL MISMATCH BETWEEN QUESTION &
ANSWER.
19-10 = Some engagement with the question, but limited understanding of the issues.
marks Analysis is limited / thin.
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Limited argument within an essentially descriptive response. Conclusions are
limited / thin,

Factually limited &lor uneven. Some irelevance.

Perhaps stronger on AQ1 than AD2 {which might be addressed superficially or
ignored altogather).

Patchy display of knowledge to describe the wider context, if relevant.

-

ANSWERS IN LEVEL 1 WILL BE VERY POOR.
« Little or no engagement with the guestion. Little or no analysis offered.

1 « Littla or no argument. Any conclusicns are very weak. Assertions are unsupported
-0 andfar of limited relevance.
i # Little or no display of relevant mformation.

« Little or no attermpt to addrass AO3.
1 » Little or no referance to the wider context, if relevant.
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Question 2
2 Gods and heroes: the importance of epic

Read the following passage and answer the question that follows:

The gods are free to do what they please, and for that reason behave without responsibiity and
obligations, and the result is that, despite all their power and magnificence, they are not noble or
dignified in a human sanse.

C.M. Bowra, Heroic Poetry (1952)

Explore critically Bowra's view of the nature of the gods’ behaviour. In your answer you
should make use of your wider reading as well as the two passages below:

‘Father £eus and you other blessed gods who live for ever, take vengeance on the followers of
Odysseus, son of Laertes, They have criminally killed my cattle, the cattle that gave me such joy
every day as | climbed the starry sky and as | dropped down from heaven and sank once more to
aarth. If they do not repay me in full for my slaughtered cows, | will go down to the realm of Hades
and shine among the dead.

'Sun, the Cloud-gatherer answerad him, 'shine on for the immortals and for mortal men on the
fruitful earth. As for the culprits, | will soon strike their ship with a blinding bolt out on the wine-dark
sea and smash it to pieces.”

Homer, Odyssay 12. 375-386

Then the All-powerful Father, the highest power in all the universe, bagan to speak, and at his
woice tha lofty palace of the gods fell silent, the earth trembled to its foundations and the heights of
heaven wera hushed. The winds in that moment were stilled and the sea kept its waves at peace.
'So be it he said. 'Hear my words and lay them to your hearts. Since you have not allowed the
people of Ausonia to be joined in a treaty with the Trojans. and since there is no end to this discord
of yours, this day let each man face his own fortune and set his course by his own hopes. Trojan
and Rutulian | shall treat alike. As each man has set up his loom, so will he endure the labour and
fortune of it. Jupiter is the same king to all men. The Fates wil find their way” Then, swearing an
oath by the waves of the Styx, ha nodded and his nod shook the whole of Olympus. There weara
no more words. He rosa from his golden throne, and the heavenly gods thronged around him and
escorted him to the threshold.

Virgil, Aeneid 10. 100-118
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Mark scheme

2

Explore critically Bowra's view of the nature of the gods’ behaviour. In your answer you
should make use of your wider reading as well as the two passages below:

General:

Any critical exploration as an answer to a Paper 4 question will necessarily encompass differing
views, knowladge and argument. Thus the mark schemea for thase quastions cannot and should
not be prescriptive.

Candidates are being encouraged to explora, in the axam room, a theme that they will have
studied. Engagement with the guestion as set (in the exam room) may make for limitations in
answers but this is preferable to an approach that endeavours to mould pre-worked materials of a
not too dissimilar nature from the demands of the actual guestion,

Examiners are encouraged to constantly refresh their awareness of the question so as not to be
carried away by the flow of an argument which may not be absolutaly to the point. Candidatas
must address the question set and reach an overall judgement, but no set answer is expeacted.
The question can be approached in various ways and whal matters is not tha conclusions
reached but the quality and breadth of the interpratation and avaluation of the texts offerad by an
answer,

Successful answears will nead to make use of all three passages, draw conclusions and amive at
summative decisions,

Specific:

Any successful exploration of this type of guestion in Paper 4 will require the candidate to define
theair argumeant from the critical comment and make good use of the key words and phrasas in the
light of the passages and their wider reading. In this passage key words and phrases are: free to
do what they pleasa, without responsibility and obligations, the contrast between power and
magnificence and not noble or dignified.

Lising the two passages as a starting point will allow candidatas to identify a certain childishness
in the behavicur of Hyperon. It could be argued that he is behaving in a way that Greeks would

have understood in demanding redress and looking to Zeus to fulfil his obligations as leader of
tha gods, except that his idea of repaymeant is the death of the men not a financial sattlemant.
Monetheless, Zeus is given no room for manoeuvre - either he accedes to the sun god's
demands or there will be no more sunlight above ground, The fact that Zeus accedes without
demur seams alzo to reinforce the view expressed by Bowra. Zeus does not attempt to negotiate
(as he does with Poseidon over the fate of the Phasacian zailors) but capitulates. He might have
offerad mitigating circumstances — the gods had trapped them on the island, their food had run
out and after thirty days they wara hungry and so decided to take their chance. Better to die with
a full belly than an empty one! Other examples of similarly childish behaviour may be cited. From
this, candidates might argue that this does show gods bahaving in a way that is neither noble nor
dignified; that their attitude towards morals is to treat them as little better than pawns in a game,
often enjoyving themsaelvas while morals suffer

The axtract from the Aeneid, which follows the debate betwean Vanus and Juno over what is to
become of Aeneas and his Trojans, does give a different picture of the Father of the gods. While
it is clear that thera is to ba no favouritism, it is also trua that Jupiter is going to be impartial and
remain as the guardian of Fate. He is also here rebuking the gods, and Juno in particular, for not
adhering to his initial decree of peace between Trojan and ltalian, Candidates may argue that this
shows a sanse of duty and moral obligation towards morals and Fate and that, by extansion, tha
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gods are bound by Fate. That he swears an oath by the Styx shows the level of intensity in his
pranouncameant. In this way, candidates might argue that Jupiter can be seen as a very ‘imperial
figure aware of his responsibilities and obligations.

Candidatas should be able to advance examgplas of the gods not being awara of what is going on
among the morals — thus ‘free from care' - Jupiter's pronouncament hare is reactive not pro-
active; Jupiter has no idea what is going on in Carthage until larbas prays to him;, when feus
feels a sanse of sorrow for Heklor, in the lad, because Heklor sacrificed to him so copiously, he
is guickly rebuked by Apolio, showing perhaps that mortal feelings are not to be admired in a god;
do Calypso and Circe see Odysseus as anything more than a ‘sex toy'? Doas Athena feel any
sort of responsibility for Odyssaus othar than that of wanting to gat him homa thus showing that
he is the cleverest of mortals whilst she is the cleverest of the immortals. She is content to make
him suffer on several cccasions, Another example that might be cited might be that of Venus' first
appearance to her son in book 1 of the Aeneid, disguised as a Spartan huntress, which leads to
Aeneas’ exasperation that she never treats him as a mother should = whila she is floating off
carefree to Paphos,

Candidates might give many examples of power and magnificence: thunderbolis; rescuing
mortals from battles; intervening in combats between mortals, as well as more mundane
examples of undignified behaviour = the story of Aras and Aphrodite (the only example of mortal
marital infidelity is the one that brings about the Trojan War = with serious consequences = yeat
the gods treat the affair between Ares and Aphrodite as inconsequential and Hephaasius'
outrage as a laughing matter) or Hephaestus breaking the tension between the gods by making
them laugh at him.

If candidates follow the quotation to the end they may decide to address the idea of ‘noble or
dignified in & human sanse’, Examplas of this sonl of behaviour abound in the epics from facing
up to the demands made on leaders by the structure of their society and the reality of death to
completing a mission and confronting axceptional challenges. Candidates may be tempted to
suggest that, in doing these and similar things, mortals behave more like the way they expect the
gods to behave than the way the gods actually do behave. This may kead to a discussion of the
wider context of the societies which the epics reflect.

Candidates are alzso expected to discuss further examples drawn from the range of the
prescribad texts. I is to ba hoped that some candidates may offer examples and consider ideas
from their wider reading beyond the prescription.

Candidates may draw any sensible conclusions provided that they are supported with critical
referance 1o the lexts,
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Example candidate response — grade A

Notes Only - Will NOT Be Marked
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Examiner comment — grade A

Since candidates are encouraged to think and plan, it is pleasing to see evidence both of a ‘brainstorm’ of
ideas and a plan. This undoubtedly helped keep the writer on track during the writing of the essay.

The essay starts well with the candidate identifying, in the opening paragraph, some of the key ideas of the
Bowra statement and commenting on their accuracy but also showing that gods behave in other ways ‘as
agents of fate'.

This leads to an exploration of the gods’ ‘sublime frivolity" (quoting Griffin) and how ‘Homer made his men
like gods..." (Jenkyns) and shows evidence of wider reading. This leads naturally to a discussion of men,
gods, their actions and responsibilities contrasting ordinary life with that of epic.

There is then further exemplification using Aeneas which seems to agree with Bowra but then moves on to
show the shortcomings in this line of argument through the gods’ responsibility to Fate. The candidate uses
the second text passage to back up this line of thought and then, again, gives a different line of thought of
how often the gods ignore fate, with examples. Finally, the argument is brought back to Bowra’s comment
with the candidate’s own evaluation.

The ‘power and magnificence’ of the gods is picked up next. Jenkyns is quoted again, accurately, as is
Griffin. This is then used to show the difference in behaviour and attitude between gods and mortal heroes,
acknowledging that both may be selfish but in different ways. This is followed by the beginnings of an
exploration of the nature and origins of gods’ power in Greek and Roman culture.

The Odyssey passage is introduced and explored with some reference to the concept of xenia (hospitality).
Before drawing conclusions, there is a short piece exemplifying gods behaving responsibly — new armour
for Achilles, goddesses protecting the hero. This might have been expanded further to show that the gods
often act through self-interest for whatever reason.

The essay concludes with a final evaluation of the Bowra statement.
Points to note:

e well thought-out and planned

e display of wider reading

e exemplification (but could have been wider ranging)
e well thought-out use of text passages

e argument sustained to a logical conclusion
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e good use of citation to support argument

e introduction and conclusion
Might have been improved by: greater exploration of wider context; more on the ‘frivolous nature’ of the
gods — ‘partying while men die’; more discussion of the effect on attitude of mortality/immortality which

only really appears in the conclusion).

Mark awarded = 41 out of 50
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Example candidate response — grade C

Notes Only - Will NOT Be Marked
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Examiner comment — grade C

There is some evidence of planning. There is an introduction and a conclusion of a sort. The introduction
picks up on Bowra’s points in a general way and offers an opposing view through "Homer makes his gods
men..." (It is a pity that an interesting idea expressed at the end of the paragraph is crossed out).

Both text passages are mentioned, though rather tangentially, relating the Odyssey passage to human

reactions. The Virgil passage really comes as an ‘add-on’ to a paragraph on the actions of the gods in the
Aeneid and the importance of Fate.
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There is an attempt to show that the gods behave differently and are involved in a different way in the /liad
and the Odyssey. This focuses on the idea of the gods bearing a grudge for eternity and then leads to a
reprise of the first passage. There is a certain weakness here as the Odyssey passage allows candidates to
explore the ideas of restitution and reparation — the sailors promise Poseidon gifts and sacrifices when they
return to Ithaca in exchange for eating some of his cattle. They also behave in a very human way believing it
better to die with a full belly rather than an empty one! An argument might be advanced that it is Poseidon
who is behaving in a very un-godlike and extreme manner even for Greeks who behaved and acted
according to a code for reparations. One that Odysseus rejects when dealing with the suitors.

The essay also displays the odd inaccuracy — Jupiter chastising Neptune in the Aeneid for helping Juno to
destroy Aeneas’ ships. ‘Juno’s temper tantrum’ when Aeneas leaves Carthage may either refer to Dido
or the argument between Juno and Venus at the beginning of book 10 and which comes just before the
Aeneid passage given in the question.

There is an interesting attempt to address a wider context of gods of epic being very different from modern
day gods. Venus and Thetis are noted as mothers not necessarily acting as gods.

The conclusion revolves around the importance of Fate which precludes gods from behaving without
responsibility all the time. The idea is also expressed that gods gain dignity from being worshipped by
humans and are able to respond in a number of ways ranging from well-deserved punishment to frivolity.

Points to note:

e evidence of thought and planning — but some interesting points in plan not fully developed in essay itself
e introduction and conclusion, attempts to address key points of quotation and draw conclusion

e some display of sound knowledge, some errors, inconsistent rather than sustained

e no citation from other sources except for one brief unacknowledged quote

e the argument is not really sustained from beginning to end, no real attempt to explore wider context

e text passages mentioned but not really used

Mark awarded = 26 out of 50
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

There is little evidence of planning in this essay. It is very general in content and there is a clumsiness in
expression.

The text passages are barely mentioned with a quotation picked from the Aeneid passage at the end of a
paragraph about Athena's (means Venus' and, perhaps, Jupiter’s) involvement with Aeneas. The Odyssey
passage is only acknowledged at the end of the final paragraph of the essay.

Although there is no real introduction, the essay opens with the idea that the gods run riot aiming for
‘bragging rights’. This is developed into the idea that they envy human beings for their mortality. A narrative
passage follows about Aeneas, Dido, Carthage and Venus/Jupiter (though erroneously called Athena here).

From this there is a discussion of boundaries set for the gods by Fate which leads to the expression that the
gods are not entirely free to do as they please and another narrative passage about Achilles and Hector. This
is followed by some thoughts on the under-hand ways in which gods can behave.

Some brief comments follow on the nature of Roman gods and how Aeneas can be seen as an example
for Romans to follow but without exemplification. This might have been substantiated, as part of the wider
context, with exemplification — like Neptune calming the storm, in book 1, being compared to the man of
authority.

To finish is a long paragraph, a little repetitive of earlier ideas, that the gods throw tantrums like children who
have had their favourite toys taken away. Also expressed is the idea that the more important the gods are,
the less dignified they become. This then draws to a sort of conclusion that Bowra’s view is accurate but
that there are restrictions. Fate is not mentioned here but rather that the gods are self-serving experiencing
the delights of mortality through fragile humans.

Points to note:

e very general

e some engagement with the question but analysis is very limited and the narrative sections do not
necessarily do more than give evidence of some knowledge

e alittle extra citation but not very well used

e quite a lot of graphic description not backed up with exemplification: ‘2 year old playing with a lego set’,
‘the gods in the Aeneid are emotional whirlwinds’

e text passages, though mentioned, are not used. The Bowra passage and the key points from it are not
used effectively
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Paper 4 — Classical Literature — Sources and Evidence

e weakness in construction and orthography (not penalised). A certain clumsiness in expression.
Some lack of accuracy

e |imited factually. No real address to the wider context

Mark awarded = 17 out of 50
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