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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and 
A Level Classical Studies (9274), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. 

In this booklet a selection of question types and a range of candidate responses has been chosen as far as 
possible to exemplify grades A, C and E. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining 
the strengths and weaknesses of the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
http://teachers.cie.org.uk.
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Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International AS Level

Component Component Name Duration Raw 
mark

Weighting 
(%)

Type of Assessment

Paper 1 Greek Civilisation 1½ hours 50 50 Written paper externally 
set and marked

Paper 2 Roman Civilisation 1½ hours 50 50 Written paper externally 
set and marked

Cambridge International A Level

Component Component Name Duration Raw 
mark

Weighting 
(%)

Type of Assessment

Paper 1 Greek Civilisation 1½ hours 50 25 Written paper externally 
set and marked

Paper 2 Roman Civilisation 1½ hours 50 25 Written paper externally 
set and marked

Paper 3 Classical History: 
Sources and evidence

1½ hours 50 25 Written paper externally 
set and marked

Paper 4 Classical Literature: 
Sources and evidence

1½ hours 50 25 Written paper externally 
set and marked

Candidates wishing to follow a staged assessment route to the Advanced level qualification may take the 
Advanced Subsidiary qualification first.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk
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Paper 1 – Greek Civilisation

Generic marking descriptors: gobbet essays (AS Level)



Paper 1 – Greek Civilisation

5   Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272



Paper 1 – Greek Civilisation

6 Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274   

Question 3

Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment – grade A
The candidate shows a clear understanding of the issues involved in the question, discussing both the 
political and the military aspects of Alexander’s leadership. The candidate starts by mentioning different 
examples of Alexander’s skill in commanding his army. Amongst the aspects discussed, appropriately 
illustrated with incidents from his campaigns are his quick thinking, tactical skills and strategy. The major 
battles of Granicus, Issus and Gaugamela are all mentioned, with a good knowledge of the different ways in 
which Alexander achieved victory, as well as the Battle of Hydaspes. 

The candidate then moves on to discuss more personal aspects of Alexander’s leadership, such as his 
relationship with his men, as the “first among equals” rather than a superior general. This is then contrasted 
with his later adoption of Persian customs, such as proskynesis, and the way he came to consider himself 
as semi-divine, which were a factor in the reason some of his supporters mutinied. This analysis deals with 
the more political aspects of Alexander’s leadership, but the candidate does not overtly discuss these areas 
as being political. The candidate finishes with a definite conclusion that Alexander was a more successful 
military than political leader. 

The answer reveals a very good knowledge of Alexander’s military campaigns, which is not matched by a 
similar level of knowledge about his political leadership. The answer was placed at the top of Level 2. Had 
the candidate expanded the discussion of Alexander’s political leadership, and mentioned other aspects, 
such as his relationship with Athens, this would have meant that the answer would have dealt with all parts 
of the question in equal depth, and this would have placed it into Level 1.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25 
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Question 11

Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment – grade C
The candidate starts by concluding that Athenian potters gained more than they lost in the transition from 
black to red figure Vase painting. The candidate the goes on mention three specific pots, Exekias’ Ajax and 
Achilles, Euthymides’ Three Men Carousing and the Andokides Painter’s Bilingual Pot. There is a sound 
description and analysis of the pots of Exekias and Euthymides, contrasting the effects of black and red-
figure painting, with some comparison made between the two styles. The Andokides’ Painter’s Bilingual pot 
is just mentioned, without any description or analysis. The candidate also showed confusion over the use of 
coloured slip, stating that it was introduced alongside the red-figure technique.

The candidate was aware of the differences between the two techniques, and was able to discuss the ideas 
implicit in the question; the analysis was only adequate, illustrated by only two examples in any detail. The 
answer was placed at the top of Level 3. The answer would have benefited from the use of more examples 
to back up the points made and discussion of the differences in effect achieved by use of a paintbrush and 
incision. Analysis of the use of the relief line would also have placed the answer into Level 2.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Question 7
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment – grade E
The candidate answered the various parts of the question with varying degrees of accuracy. In part (i), the 
candidate correctly identified that the passage came from the Parabasis, which represented the views of 
the author (two marks). Part (ii) was answered inaccurately as the followers of Phrynichus, rather than the 
supporters of the 411 Oligarchical Revolution who were disenfranchised (no marks). While the candidate 
recognised that Dionysus swapped clothes with Xanthias to avoid being beaten in part (iii), there was no 
reason given for this (one mark). In part (iv), the candidate simply paraphrased parts of the passage, without 
actually picking out and explaining at least two of the messages (one mark). 

In part (v), the candidate only discussed the role of the Chorus in conveying a message from the playwright 
to the audience, concluding that the play would be just as effective without the Chorus because messages 
are conveyed in different ways. The answer was placed at the top of Level 4 as it was limited and contained 
few examples. It would have benefited from a wider discussion of the role of the Chorus, such as the visual 
and humorous contribution it makes to the play, as well as its role in the agon between Aeschylus and 
Euripides. 

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Paper 2 – Roman Civilisation

Generic marking descriptors: gobbet essays (AS Level)
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Question 4
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment – grade A
(a) The candidate shows a clear knowledge of the facts relevant to the question and supplies the detail 
about the combination of Juno and Aeolus causing the storm which drove Aeneas and his men to land on 
the shores of Libya/Africa.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b) The response indicates the contrived purpose of the funeral pyre, to rid herself of her feelings for 
Aeneas, but it does not state that the funeral pyre is made up of items belonging to Aeneas. 

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(c) The question about how Virgil made lines 6-12 powerful was dealt with in an efficient manner. The 
candidate was able to select three different appropriate literary techniques [personification of Rumour, the 
imagery of the enemy (were) within the gates and strong verbs] and was able to discuss both the power and 
effect of the selected examples. The discussion of the personification example could have been developed 
in a little more detail.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

(d) The candidate gives a reasoned response to the question of who is most responsible for the death of 
Dido. Starting with what is to all intents and purposes the conclusion is often unwise as some candidates 
seem to change their opinion by the end of the answer. In this case, however, the candidate has remained 
firmly of the opinion that Juno and Venus are most at fault. There is a good consideration of the role of 
Venus in contriving the relationship between her son and Dido, supported by strong reference to the text. 
The machinations of Juno are also discussed in some detail. Dido’s culpability is referred to in the breaking 
of her vow to Sychaeus and the fact that she chose to die because of her pride: ‘she felt that if couldn’t live 
in honour, she could die in honour’. Anna also merits a mention for encouraging Dido’s love for Aeneas. To 
achieve higher marks the candidate could have dealt with Aeneas’ role in a little more detail and by referring 
more closely to the text.

Mark awarded = 12 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Question 10
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment – grade A
(a) The candidate correctly identifies the temple as the Pantheon and knows that it has the name because it 
is dedicated to all the gods.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2    

(b) The candidate cites the inscription honouring Marcus Agrippa on the frieze as evidence for this not being 
the first building on the site. The candidate is also able to refer to other pieces of evidence. 

Mark awarded = 3 out of 3
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(c) The Emperor Hadrian is correctly identified as the person who commissioned the Pantheon.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 1

(d) Although the candidate correctly identifies the area marked X as the porch, the knowledge of the 
different materials used to create the porch seems insecure. 

Mark awarded = 1 out of 4

(e) The term ‘innovative’ is clearly understood by the candidate. Other terms, such as rotunda and oculus 
are also understood and correctly used, showing clear  knowledge  and understanding of technical 
vocabulary appropriate to the topic. There is some detailed knowledge of many aspects of the Pantheon 
displayed in the response. This information is used to address the ideas of what features of the Pantheon 
are typical and what features are innovative. Some comparative material, reference to the Maison Carreé 
and the temple of Bacchus at Baalbek, is usefully introduced to support the argument. This material could 
have been developed in more detail to push the answer towards the higher marks in the level.

Mark awarded = 13 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25

Question 3

Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment – grade C
The candidate shows a clear understanding of the role of propaganda in Augustus obtaining and maintaining 
power. The focus of the response is literature, particularly the Aeneid. There is some discussion of the 
titles and honours Augustus was awarded by the Senate. In order to achieve a higher level the candidate 
needs to pay closer attention to the requirements of the question and address how propaganda enabled 
Augustus to gain power as well as to maintain it, for example reference to his adoption of Julius Caesar’s 
name and his portrayal of the war against Mark Antony as a war against Egypt and Cleopatra to build up his 
personal support. In addition, mention should be made of Augustus’ extensive use of the Arts:  the building 
programme which he used to glorify and beautify the city and show that stability had returned to Rome 
once more;  statuary around the Empire and the Ara Pacis in Rome;  his Res Gestae inscribed on bronze 
tablets and distributed around the Empire. All of these examples show how Augustus used propaganda 
to reinforce his achievements and promote his image. Other areas of the Arts could have usefully been 
mentioned. 

Mark awarded = 17 out of 25
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Question 5

Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment – grade C
The candidate is able to provide some strong and apt textual reference to the relevant books of the 
Aeneid. The essay opens with a sensible introduction characterising Aeneas as ‘pious, brave and strong’, 
but also showing awareness that he has flaws and ‘natural desires’ which sway him from his usual path. 
The information about the storm in Book I seems to focus on Juno and Venus, but is brought back to the 
question of whether Aeneas is a good leader at the end of the paragraph. Mention could be made of the 
point where he hides his own feelings and fears in order to encourage his people or where he provides 
physical and emotional support after they have landed on the coast of north Africa. The paragraph on Book 
II uses the text more effectively to comment on Aeneas’ qualities as a leader. Overall, however, although 
there is a good deal of appropriate factual knowledge, the argument does not always focus on the question 
of whether Aeneas is a good leader and strays into questions of how far Aeneas follows his destiny.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Question 4
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment – grade E
(a) The candidate knows about the storm instigated by Juno but does not mention the involvement of 
Aeolus. 

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(b) The candidate knows that Dido has told Anna that the funeral pyre is part of a ritual to ‘rid  her of her love 
for Aeneas’. No mention is made of the fact that the pyre consists of Aeneas’ belongings. 

Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

(c) The candidate refers to the visual imagery of ‘blood foaming’ and the use of metaphor and simile. To gain 
higher marks, the candidate needs to comment in detail on how the selected examples are powerful and 
effective. 

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

(d) The candidate mentions Venus, Anna, Juno and Aeneas as being responsible for the death of Dido. 
Each of the characters mentioned merits a further sentence to say why the candidate believes this to be 
the case. The reasons are very basic and could be developed in much greater detail to consider the extent 
of their culpability. That Dido might be responsible for her own demise is not considered. The candidate 
concludes that Venus and Juno are the most responsible for the death of Dido. 

Mark awarded = 7 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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Question 10
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment – grade E
(a) The candidate identifies the temple as the Pantheon and explains that it is a place for all the gods.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

(b) The candidate mentions the temple inscription but does not give any further detail to explain the answer.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 3

(c) Marcus Agrippa is cited as the person who commissioned the building illustrated. Mention should have 
been made of the Emperor Hadrian. 

Mark awarded = 0 out of 1

(d) Although the candidate correctly identifies the area marked X as the porch, the knowledge of the 
different materials used to create the porch is rather general and not totally secure. 

Mark awarded = 2 out of 4

(e) There is some indication that the term ‘innovative’ is understood by the candidate. Comparative material, 
such as the temple of Bacchus at Baalbek and the Maison Carreé, is introduced to support the argument 
that the overall design of the Pantheon is innovative. Other terms, such as rotunda and oculus are also 
mentioned but there is no clear indication that the candidate knows what they are or understands the terms. 
There is little in the way of detail about either the Pantheon or the other two temples cited. To gain higher 
marks the candidate needs to show knowledge of the basic design and layout of a typical Roman temple 
and then use this knowledge to compare and contrast with specific features from the Pantheon. 

Mark awarded = 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Paper 3 – Classical History – Sources and Evidence

General introduction 
The full mark scheme for Paper 3 and Paper 4 and the examiners’ report provide a very good starting point 
for those teaching this part of the syllabus. The mark scheme illustrates a number of possible approaches to 
the questions. The demands made on candidates in Paper 3 and Paper 4 are high level ones and a good deal 
of guidance is given in the syllabus booklet. It is important to remember that examiners will be looking for 
candidates to respond to the question, as set, in the exam room and not repeat a pre-learned essay which 
may be quite close to the theme of the one set. The nature of the syllabus for these topics is such that 
teachers (and learners) should be able to become acquainted with the major themes (as clearly outlined in 
the syllabus booklet) and, thus, be prepared to answer whatever specific questions are set.

The instructions on the paper clearly encourage candidates to spend time thinking and planning. Planning is 
particularly valuable as a way of avoiding going off at a tangent in an essay. 

Generally, the modern passage and the text passages will revolve around a number of critical statements 
which the candidate should explore and evaluate. It may be appropriate for candidates to feel that they do 
not have to use the text passages in the order in which they appear on the paper or to refer to them at the 
outset but as they build their essay. Candidates are also encouraged not to limit themselves to the passages 
but to use material from their own wider reading of the texts and other critical works. It will almost always 
be appropriate for candidates to comment on the wider context.
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Generic marking descriptors (A Level)
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 Question 1
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment – grade A
This candidate addressed a range of issues from the question with some success, and organised the 
answer so that it returned to the key terms of the question regularly. The candidate made good use of the 
passages on the paper, offering some interpretation of detail and some evaluation of the ancient sources. 
There was a reasonable range of detail to support the discussion, though also some errors and confusions. 
This is certainly a determined response to the question, in places strongly focused; there is some confident 
discussion, though in places the argument could be more fully supported. 

The opening of the essay accepts the challenge of the key terms in the question, though there is some 
uncertainty about context (the use of the term ‘cleruchies’, for example). The candidate then makes critical 
use of the first passage on the paper and explicitly addresses a number of issues raised there, accepting 
Salmon’s view of Corinth but challenging what he says about Megara. It is good to see a candidate adopting 
a critical approach to sources both ancient and modern; this could have been made stronger with some 
further supporting detail. He goes on to criticise Salmon’s assessment of Athens’ military position during the 
Peloponnesian War; this was interesting and could have been made stronger with a clearer understanding of 
the strengths and weaknesses of both Athens and Sparta.

The essay then turns to the passage from Thucydides, which is discussed in some detail though with 
limited evaluation. There is less said about the passage of Aristophanes, and once again there is need for 
clearer evaluation of the source. The essay then turns to the earlier part of the period, with limited detail: 
although the account of Athenian behaviour towards allies in the Delian League can be supported from the 
sources, there is scope for some further development and stronger use of evidence here.

As the essay turns to its conclusion, the candidate again engages with Salmon’s interpretation of events. 
There is some repetition and the final section is rather general and unfocused. However overall there is 
some very pleasing engagement with the question set, and a real attempt to use the key terms of the 
question and the passages on the paper in a direct and challenging manner. There is scope for considerable 
improvement in the evaluation of contemporary sources which must be the bedrock of our approach to the 
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period, and it would certainly be helpful to include some further supporting evidence at various points in the 
essay.

Mark awarded = 40 out of 50

Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment – grade C
This candidate makes good use of the three passages, and there are a number of lines of response 
indicated in the answer. There is some good engagement with the question, though generalisations are 
usually insufficiently supported with precise examples. There is some good discussion, but the argument is 
not fully worked through to a conclusion, and there is no real evaluation of the sources mentioned., including 
the passages on the paper.

The opening paragraph uses the Salmon passage and raises the issue of states being forced into opposition 
to Athens, though there is no discussion at this point of ‘united’. The wording of parts the essay suggests 
that the candidate is drawn towards an essay on the causes of the Peloponnesian War, though this is only 
one element in the question set. The candidate does make a good point about Corinth’s role, though there 
is limited follow-through about this in the rest of the essay.

The candidate uses the Thucydides passage to lead into a discussion of the changing status of Athens 
during the fifth century. There is no evaluation of the evidence of Thucydides, and no attempt to put this in 
context at the start of the Peloponnesian War. The account of the transformation of the Delian League is 
lacking in specific examples: this answer would be considerably improved by a few sequenced events which 
could support the general lines of argument. In a similar way, the discussion of the Aristophanes passage 
does not engage with an evaluation of the passage, and there is no indication that the passage is from a 
comic play. The candidate does discuss the issue of the Megarian decree, but although this is connected 
with the Salmon passage, no explanation is offered for the different interpretation offered by Aristophanes.

The rather generalised approach continues in the discussion of different ideologies. Examples of Athenian 
‘colonisation’ are not offered and the paragraph could be more explicitly directed towards the question. A 
little more detail and, in particular, a focus on the significance of ‘united’ as a key word in the title would 
make this a much sharper response to the question, and allow the awarding of higher marks.

The candidate has a clear sense of a Greek world largely divided into two groups, and shows an 
understanding of the stresses particularly within the Peloponnesian side, where Corinth was able to put 
pressure on Sparta. There is however little specific evidence brought in to support  this: this essay would 
be significantly improved by a discussion of what we can learn from Thucydides about the allied congress at 
Sparta (as described in book 1) or about the tensions within the Athenian Empire during the long period of 
conflict with Sparta, especially after the disaster in Sicily.

Mark awarded = 24 out of 50
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Example candidate response – grade E



Paper 3 – Classical History – Sources and Evidence

70 Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274   



Paper 3 – Classical History – Sources and Evidence

71   Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272



Paper 3 – Classical History – Sources and Evidence

72 Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274   



Paper 3 – Classical History – Sources and Evidence

73   Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272

Examiner comment – grade E
This candidate showed some good engagement with the question in parts of this essay, though the answer 
as a whole relies too heavily on a descriptive narrative, and there is little use made of the passages in the 
discussion. There is some attempt to argue and draw conclusions, but there are significant sections of 
description. This answer is stronger in AO1 as there are some good sections of relevant knowledge, but 
there is very little critical evaluation or interpretation of evidence, including the ancient sources on the paper. 
The essay is also not brought to a proper conclusion.

The candidate starts by showing that there was no united opposition to Athens at the start of the fifth 
century, and that there was united opposition to Persia (though in fact the Greek world was not united at 
this time). The candidate provides some relevant detail from the early part of the period, and shows some 
understanding of the relationship between Athens and Sparta at this time. There is some discussion of 
Naxos and the use of allies by Athens in this early period, though this is made less clear by a reference 
to the Melian debate (no reference to Thucydides), which the candidate places as a ‘turning point’ in the 
history of the Delian League. There is a general weakness in chronology, though in general the events are 
introduced in correct order, but with limited analysis of the time frame (and no dates or sources).

The candidate does introduce explicitly into this relatively long paragraph a direct reference to one of the 
passages (Thucydides), and the discussion does link this to the start of the Peloponnesian War, though 
there is no evaluation of the reliability of the source or the problems of interpretation that arise from this 
statement. The candidate then goes on to look at the role of Corinth, though without explicitly discussing 
what Salmon  says in the passage quoted: the generally accurate narrative here is not directed towards 
answering the question. The candidate does show an understanding of the pressure that Corinth was able 
to apply to Sparta, and this could have been related more clearly to the question. The end of the essay 
becomes very compressed, and there is little engagement with the question at this point. The conclusion is 
too brief to draw together any of the elements of the essay.

There is some good understanding of the period shown here in the narrative sections, which could be 
significantly improved by the use more explicitly of relevant sources, properly evaluated. It would also 
be helpful to show a clearer understanding of the later years of the period, after the initial stages of the 
Peloponnesian War. The question itself is not kept to the fore and there is only limited use of the passages 
on the paper (none of the passage of Aristophanes). This is on the cusp of Levels 2 and 3. Relevant 
argument needs to be presented more coherently and a clearer conclusion would help draw together the 
threads of the narrative. There should also be more considered engagement with the evidence, particularly 
the passages on the paper, but also more widely.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 50
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Paper 4 – Classical Literature – Sources and Evidence 

General introduction
The full mark scheme for Paper 3 and Paper 4 and the examiners’ report provide a very good starting point 
for those teaching this part of the syllabus. The mark scheme illustrates a number of possible approaches to 
the questions. The demands made on candidates in Paper 3 and Paper 4 are high level ones and a good deal 
of guidance is given in the syllabus booklet. It is important to remember that examiners will be looking for 
candidates to respond to the question, as set, in the exam room and not repeat a pre-learned essay which 
may be quite close to the theme of the one set. The nature of the syllabus for these topics is such that 
teachers (and learners) should be able to become acquainted with the major themes (as clearly outlined in 
the syllabus booklet) and, thus, be prepared to answer whatever specific questions are set.

The instructions on the paper clearly encourage candidates to spend time thinking and planning. Planning is 
particularly valuable as a way of avoiding going off at a tangent in an essay. 

Generally, the modern passage and the text passages will revolve around a number of critical statements 
which the candidate should explore and evaluate. It may be appropriate for candidates to feel that they do 
not have to use the text passages in the order in which they appear on the paper or to refer to them at the 
outset but as they build their essay. Candidates are also encouraged not to limit themselves to the passages 
but to use material from their own wider reading of the texts and other critical works. It will almost always 
be appropriate for candidates to comment on the wider context.
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Generic marking descriptors (A Level)



Paper 4 – Classical Literature – Sources and Evidence 

76 Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9274   



Paper 4 – Classical Literature – Sources and Evidence 

77   Cambridge International AS and A Level Classical Studies 9272

Question 2
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Mark scheme
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment – grade A
Since candidates are encouraged to think and plan, it is pleasing to see evidence both of a ‘brainstorm’ of 
ideas and a plan. This undoubtedly helped keep the writer on track during the writing of the essay.

The essay starts well with the candidate identifying, in the opening paragraph, some of the key ideas of the 
Bowra statement and commenting on their accuracy but also showing that gods behave in other ways ‘as 
agents of fate’.

This leads to an exploration of the gods’ ‘sublime frivolity’ (quoting Griffin) and how ‘Homer made his men 
like gods…’ (Jenkyns) and shows evidence of wider reading. This leads naturally to a discussion of men, 
gods, their actions and responsibilities contrasting ordinary life with that of epic.

There is then further exemplification using Aeneas which seems to agree with Bowra but then moves on to 
show the shortcomings in this line of argument through the gods’ responsibility to Fate. The candidate uses 
the second text passage to back up this line of thought and then, again, gives a different line of thought of 
how often the gods ignore fate, with examples. Finally, the argument is brought back to Bowra’s comment 
with the candidate’s own evaluation.

The ‘power and magnificence’ of the gods is picked up next. Jenkyns is quoted again, accurately, as is 
Griffin. This is then used to show the difference in behaviour and attitude between gods and mortal heroes, 
acknowledging that both may be selfish but in different ways. This is followed by the beginnings of an 
exploration of the nature and origins of gods’ power in Greek and Roman culture.

The Odyssey passage is introduced and explored with some reference to the concept of xenia (hospitality). 
Before drawing conclusions, there is a short piece exemplifying gods behaving responsibly – new armour 
for Achilles, goddesses protecting the hero. This might have been expanded further to show that the gods 
often act through self-interest for whatever reason.

The essay concludes with a final evaluation of the Bowra statement.

Points to note:

• well thought-out and planned

• display of wider reading

• exemplification (but could have been wider ranging)

• well thought-out use of text passages

• argument sustained to a logical conclusion
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• good use of citation to support argument

• introduction and conclusion

Might have been improved by: greater exploration of wider context; more on the ‘frivolous nature’ of the 
gods – ‘partying while men die’; more discussion of the effect on attitude of mortality/immortality which 
only really appears in the conclusion).

Mark awarded = 41 out of 50
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment – grade C
There is some evidence of planning. There is an introduction and a conclusion of a sort. The introduction 
picks up on Bowra’s points in a general way and offers an opposing view through ‘Homer makes his gods 
men…’ (It is a pity that an interesting idea expressed at the end of the paragraph is crossed out).

Both text passages are mentioned, though rather tangentially, relating the Odyssey passage to human 
reactions. The Virgil passage really comes as an ‘add-on’ to a paragraph on the actions of the gods in the 
Aeneid and the importance of Fate.
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There is an attempt to show that the gods behave differently and are involved in a different way in the Iliad 
and the Odyssey. This focuses on the idea of the gods bearing a grudge for eternity and then leads to a 
reprise of the first passage. There is a certain weakness here as the Odyssey passage allows candidates to 
explore the ideas of restitution and reparation – the sailors promise Poseidon gifts and sacrifices when they 
return to Ithaca in exchange for eating some of his cattle. They also behave in a very human way believing it 
better to die with a full belly rather than an empty one! An argument might be advanced that it is Poseidon 
who is behaving in a very un-godlike and extreme manner even for Greeks who behaved and acted 
according to a code for reparations. One that Odysseus rejects when dealing with the suitors.

The essay also displays the odd inaccuracy – Jupiter chastising Neptune in the Aeneid for helping Juno to 
destroy Aeneas’ ships. ‘Juno’s temper tantrum’ when Aeneas leaves Carthage may either refer to Dido 
or the argument between Juno and Venus at the beginning of book 10 and which comes just before the 
Aeneid passage given in the question.

There is an interesting attempt to address a wider context of gods of epic being very different from modern 
day gods. Venus and Thetis are noted as mothers not necessarily acting as gods.

The conclusion revolves around the importance of Fate which precludes gods from behaving without 
responsibility all the time. The idea is also expressed that gods gain dignity from being worshipped by 
humans and are able to respond in a number of ways ranging from well-deserved punishment to frivolity.

Points to note:

• evidence of thought and planning – but some interesting points in plan not fully developed in essay itself

• introduction and conclusion, attempts to address key points of quotation and draw conclusion

• some display of sound knowledge, some errors, inconsistent rather than sustained

• no citation from other sources except for one brief unacknowledged quote

• the argument is not really sustained from beginning to end, no real attempt to explore wider context

• text passages mentioned but not really used

Mark awarded = 26 out of 50
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment – grade E
There is little evidence of planning in this essay. It is very general in content and there is a clumsiness in 
expression.

The text passages are barely mentioned with a quotation picked from the Aeneid passage at the end of a 
paragraph about Athena’s (means Venus’ and, perhaps, Jupiter’s) involvement with Aeneas. The Odyssey 
passage is only acknowledged at the end of the final paragraph of the essay.

Although there is no real introduction, the essay opens with the idea that the gods run riot aiming for 
‘bragging rights’. This is developed into the idea that they envy human beings for their mortality. A narrative 
passage follows about Aeneas, Dido, Carthage and Venus/Jupiter (though erroneously called Athena here).

From this there is a discussion of boundaries set for the gods by Fate which leads to the expression that the 
gods are not entirely free to do as they please and another narrative passage about Achilles and Hector. This 
is followed by some thoughts on the under-hand ways in which gods can behave.

Some brief comments follow on the nature of Roman gods and how Aeneas can be seen as an example 
for Romans to follow but without exemplification. This might have been substantiated, as part of the wider 
context, with exemplification – like Neptune calming the storm, in book 1, being compared to the man of 
authority.

To finish is a long paragraph, a little repetitive of earlier ideas, that the gods throw tantrums like children who 
have had their favourite toys taken away. Also expressed is the idea that the more important the gods are, 
the less dignified they become. This then draws to a sort of conclusion that Bowra’s view is accurate but 
that there are restrictions. Fate is not mentioned here but rather that the gods are self-serving experiencing 
the delights of mortality through fragile humans.

Points to note:

• very general

• some engagement with the question but analysis is very limited and the narrative sections do not 
necessarily do more than give evidence of some knowledge

• a little extra citation but not very well used

• quite a lot of graphic description not backed up with exemplification: ‘2 year old playing with a lego set’, 
‘the gods in the Aeneid are emotional whirlwinds’

• text passages, though mentioned, are not used. The Bowra passage and the key points from it are not 
used effectively
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• weakness in construction and orthography (not penalised). A certain clumsiness in expression.
Some lack of accuracy

• limited factually. No real address to the wider context

Mark awarded = 17 out of 50
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