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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and
A Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This,
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for
each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been
omitted.

The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher
Support.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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How to use this booklet

Introduction

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

0 Immediate and purposeful
assessment of the tone of the
passage.

Examiner comments \
s/ are alongside the answers,
linked to specific part of the
answer. These explain
where and why marks were
awarded. This helps you to
interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to

krefine exam technique. /

There was some engagement with the passag

focus was very variable and rhetorical devices This explains how the candidate could have improved the
answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of
The response would have benefited froma mo| Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam

disconnected and this prevented any clear exa technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to:

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in
» identify language examples and features| answering each question. This will help your learners to
the passage avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the
» comment on specific effects ofthe chose| pest chance of achieving a high mark.

effect ofthe passage as a whole
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Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates:

e take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS qualification)
or

o follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in
a later series

or

e take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 only in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge
International A Level.

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting ‘
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 50%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 2 hours 50%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks
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Cambridge International A Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages

Duration

Assessment at a glance

Weighting

The paper contains three questions.

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

2 hours 15 minutes

25%

and

Paper 2 Writing

Two sections: Section A and Section B.

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Duration

2 hours

Weighting

25%

and

Paper 3 Text Analysis

Duration

Weighting

The paper contains two questions
Candidates must answer both questions.
Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

2 hours 15 minutes

25%

and

Paper 4 Language Topics

Duration

Weighting

The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic
area.

Candidates answer two gquestions.

Questions carry equal marks

Externally assessed. 50 marks

2 hours 15 minutes

25%

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and

Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Question 1

Question 1

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments
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o The introduction demonstrates
the candidate's clear understanding
of the context.

9 The candidate develops an
insight into the specific audience
using appropriate evidence from
the transcript.

e A counter-argument is set up
and developed, using some
linguistic terminology.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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9 The concept of language to
include or exclude is explored using
appropriate evidence.

6 Language and purpose is
further examined. The candidate
continues to select appropriately
from the transcript.

@ The candidate now begins to
examine language and power and
the status of the interlocutors within
the context.
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Question 1

10

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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e The candidate comments fully
on the structures of questions
posed by the interviewer.

@ The response is comparative in
its exploration of the interlocutors'
utterances and their linguistic
features.

@ In developing the response
further, the candidate now applies
the analysis to the previous
exploration of language and power.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The candidate applies the
theory of Grice with insightful
comments and uses appropriate
evidence from the transcript.

@ The candidate continues to
apply theory, demonstrating
knowledge and insight regarding
Morgan's ingratiating way of
communicating with Bolt.

@ The candidate identifies
Morgan's questioning technique as
strategic, effectively using a further
theory on politeness.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments
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comments on linguistic features
and returns to the original points
made about the effectiveness of the
conversation set into the context of
a television interview.

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

At times, the candidate lost articulacy and the written language became rather informal. To improve the
answer the candidate could have maintained an academic tone throughout.

There were sections of the response which could have been improved by using more precise linguistic
terminology to describe the language features being explored, especially in the section of the essay
concerning questioning techniques.

The candidate’s focus was generally on how the audience might be affected. While this is commendable, the
candidate could have included more comments specifically on the context of Bolt's recent achievements.

Where there was discussion on language and status, this could have been made more specific with an
application of language theory on this subject.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — middle Examiner comments
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Question 1

14

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

WONCSE.  rormavks TN YaNe et vken  edved and

Ee -Ponned [0 PorRchon - The iniARWey3 gquesaanS

e

2 ¥ - ANY
asSked nvyouon WNDNORN 5 - ghes,. chrovan
N o J

tNe aolders Coles Tmind "

JECVT-WY Atne Inlesviewser P\roa\'CSSeS“a e

e B o Sacole . get etfecive,
ConverSORoN
e QuestaanS,

IS RSN

| Provore

ranfing o eSPense Lo USaur -

wsteners and

IWis

flabwohve  Kacoons.s

ns  AASsSsinm ‘Davougn gecoul , wion Qeosaurcs of

L aSPocen COMRISORON. TN NS YCOSRNSeS | cneuse

of  an ntowugesd  ConSvuction -, Muaou . al Yo ‘\V31’o ac',

Poouses ™S Noun. o cy\oaﬁnt .anNd Mne checten of

lengony_sRnses from She ySSRendent enoting |

aduoooudn o, NS 1ove 0 dne SRavc vnvagn)|
~ <

USaun  epeecovely destnbes |

Yre -ConwerSawmon. The use of weemPlere onShucaony,

e o . .
Yene Glgmpfcs LW ent GATHhere - 0 rC-arectS nis

Seonse  fom  one  genervad tefle  ofwne gy Pies

Yo amoe duwecke and fRrSonol o fProalh uinich

eﬂ‘eoo‘uex-é CLWECH) NS alendon AoTNe  Qurfose of

Me mivigwers  Questicn  amd go noc o O e

TS foauses Hhe duechen of the Canvasassan and

ehables drect nSWegxs 40 thne EMIRW_ QUeSSONS . Q_

The -duetbon and  faw of e CanvesSamon IS

i R&rﬂun.&dn&md o3}

\ASQ,W'\ Bolcs
;s use  of p\-\\-e)vS‘_,

ks vue L wnion aive)  Aews Mevgon- AL wadlus- Krouad

(n

of Wi AutuRusen . TS wioues 10 GofPrman’s foce

f

theova 08 Usain Bolc  acenowledges the Srande and

wassures Aers Mcman N h\S qnene\oxxce oy e

aACemon TNe mneyuiews S oeing N ond  Savdequendy |

QaOknautect _enmo S . rernowE a GF— e " Nunared Morve.

ldown § dne. grcmn__{gg\___@ ' .

@ The candidate attempts to
explore the nature of Morgan's
questioning technique.

e The candidate demonstrates
understanding of the structure of
the interview and applies some
technical terminology to describe
the effects conveyed by language
and purpose.

@ There is a brief comment on
Goffman's theory which is
appropriate, to an extent.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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Qcmrcw\\‘mq e ol effecss 1o Yne \\‘S’re.nihq ang

\:\w\nc\ wcn—ance 1leo,hn9 Q%e,t\u,ug_e NLERL L 030 » .
TS enodole s » eu.toq\ed ond  PevSoral  conversaoon

Yo tomwwence os  Povsonoy ntovonanon »" Fana

e one OF Hhe oiggeic o me " - Yo eor m:\)mir'-\d "

gNe nSignt INto uSeuns Rersendd R | and noTeose

a Puciie Sfoto~rraame. atnilese ¢

PSSRV . .
The 4 ocmosenere of the miavwiew exnaoies

USoin Lo eloborade into s RerSorou U | Sfening

‘W@ o Adrs Maaan. Thne usSe of Coaidur BmEness
J

<" doure may hero ! and Y IS eing Me onamf !

e emdence f Poginve Riiteness (Ralkeness Yneory),

whier PraiSe$ +he other S0corer -\’hrouqh A cRUaNEr U

and  eeraen CorY\PquX\Cqu mwnsglwt_hex Prircieies |

1¢ Laco®) provide an aG(:w: X0 tAOULe YN YeCieuel,

Wain kel good .This 1S evidentc wy ¥e wmnowes ;

w goden foits Y oz o oncmn@ian ' and “ta e a

areat hamEon”  wnith boost  usains  cNfidence ond

S‘\\‘S\r\\— L0, A PeomPSng el aoprauidve. and  detauted

yPande) , Oroy \‘d\r\% o | ConerSahon vt o\cud odie
Gk Prosfod GlomMoithase .

e The candidate demonstrates
knowledge of Grice's maxims and
successfully applies theory to
argument with evidence from the
transcript.

e The candidate's brief comments
on politeness theories demonstrate
an understanding of the purpose of
the interview and the effects of
Morgan's flattery.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments

A Coneoyont ond elabgable GonverSonon S

effectcly Qraced  Anwouor e use of  ConverSacion
fecrucs Lo engce. by ;'g caonue. e floo of
1|__converSanmen,  twosgn  Qeatuaycs of  SPonconeouS
Seech . Ruthermoe  sne  USe  of fhileness

1 ¥eoy , Coge veay , Cooferocue Weory  and
Noukdaw'S  yeepster  techniques \¥ae inieseooer
UoaeS g laud “ealk and  askodole giamnoSPneve

for  uSaun o commmunicode NS 4AniumPng, @ 9 The conclusion is a succinct
precis of the candidate's points
raised.

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The candidate could have improved the answer by a fuller explanation of Goffman’s theory. The brief
discussion of this was only appropriate to an extent and could have been the subject of a more developed
exploration.

Further theories on politeness were briefly mentioned. These were not all attributed to a theorist: the
candidate could have improved the response by using specific names and by providing an explanation as to
how and why a particular theory could be applied to the linguistic ingredients of the transcript.

The candidate stated that the interview was spontaneous for both interlocutors. The response could have
been improved by closer reading, as Morgan’s questions were prepared, and only Bolt’s replies were
spontaneous; this aspect of the interview affected the overall levels of formality which did not match. This
was a fundamental element of the language used in the transcription which in the candidate’s case was not
recognised.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments

-“:e Leockd . & an th fenyiew @éﬁe‘ﬁgﬁ
tnber viower Wos wlerviewing Usan  Bolt, The
Lenck s made a/;i cp Aisoent
fw\quaqeg A( @Lﬁ efl‘afb ao’ @eﬂ m@av:ew
Pias /v{orqan droduces dhe ’ p/peol; b A
fleo in Lororo. Thts s down | by, He
pﬁmse; " ks beccwse  TOURE wy  heo (1) eo bow |
dees ﬂma’i meike o peeﬁ % 5&0&15‘ Aa«é T
fers  Morgap has ~ been a by fan '
of L(gw% Boll  Gyee oy bacl He, perkes
d ook Le A& & Lis b’%l‘/eé‘«é ‘
| an. This (s aleo doon by e  puve
o vore, O JOURE! Tour " obudomend _opens
| eaversobin ™ bk abs appets M
;_E,ae con,éwcé dfzw bc»u a)u,éomalvcct[!z, l—alés
~ Qboui luf: Feelma;s : ulxm 'ﬁafé feﬂ/ g
Bhne hew ] el obouk  Jin. Pers
M u(man appects by " apobins.
o L nbervie Joss l”q, e - antect
ldanges o chldlosd " memaries. Pras  Mrgen
bring up by e wes  dnbriued by
'OL.{,;MPI'C@» Hc:we,vef,, be obresses  oub " how oé;m,wcs
oan | oloo - fesd men, aven H«wgh le
e f‘t;'ez( mo[walés’ol log a Hussien _weman.,
langage & afpecked. 3]
b Ho . indenviow pfcmecb Uaon ﬂ;ﬂ

slorks ﬂe]ﬁ%/c’/ dhwolved - Non - oburdad janjmge &
Shoran from Useen ~ Buld Ho [4) appeoé e,
ﬂ(xf/ifluf‘ie Of 7“4& /é%é [Da éa lwa
phal  hoo  he propres lineolp, oconds
_i_l)_éﬁfe QECPbdG.ﬁ 7&: b@ G/Ladn
| ,'J Ue, Dﬁmee ” Lfﬂ I NQI bk abad
(Pl Al R 8 PO W

o The candidate demonstrates
some confusion.

9 The candidate selects
appropriately from the transcript to
demonstrate understanding of
language and purpose.

9 The candidate offers assertion
on the content of the interview with
some misreading.

e The candidate offers a brief
comment on Bolt's use of language
and continues by paraphrasing the
transcript.
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Question 1

Example candidate response — low, continued Examiner comments

Strezsing madlers  op Abron Lﬁe 4"’ mes
Uonls ~ aboul 5£re::emq\ psuess Ll: s _coudd
hold oy beck me Pe/PawM wel‘a up
| bo ,lmll copeblitos . e Goeo ___n
.éaﬂé fabou.é taLt'yha olee.’o ,bfeaﬂls b&?&w[@ he
ea,plod&ﬁ.
Kez tfr\l:.erw|'e,|,¢‘e{:I Py Mayan 4o ko
on _bo appeck  He ]anquaqe op dle Aéa:cf
Lu Lok about cL«amﬂ:mﬁ d: 'dﬁ ae geqajb
A
_J,g’_l«_o\/& C(CLW"“d ‘Somaabma ke /gfeaf ond 6%&/!6!
(dach  Boll has, a&Lu\/;o‘ Man @lo.lof medals o
]kmc(red mebre ’ races- Jhio ﬁa@ " lobeiled L
ag Ue 'Faﬁ,f:eslz Mman o earbh Tefe. he
bemme,s a Cﬁamman Eolb [aﬂ@ abou ) ééree
uMnaﬂ, hard -wer, o cna( having -« |
agat e, s © ndades - dumsals D do | | @ There is further paraphrasing of
dnberviom bq"‘ v Lalbzﬂ / abmal oo the transcript.
i _[\@/ma a meaf: efupméma Leam  reolly ‘
Lo.!mep' /.«'m"]‘:;'a e, ___ohown é’f Me
{phge, _ for _ me. He, pes ko ade,
'paa;ple < -w['to lcexlped lw» ) Jer exampi
lais cowch oo - flayed a A’Aae role
o L coreer. -
s cap be « hoton by de  phrse,
CBSPECIANY - py_ coach.” Ne  copibal loters
6}01,0 mﬁuq L\ULOJ dﬁaz}:é aach !&(’ppc‘r&ol /&4'/71.
Ah o a weo  oradond. @ o @The response is narrative rather
Te * b eter qagﬁu 'm lo ) He than linguistic.
ﬂ:ln:n 5 M »eall: mo,él/&(aééé L[ﬁwn lé@ o[o
g‘yeoJ} ,Zu‘ﬁ coreer, A(Aliﬂl/la[:i‘caﬂq He conled
_of ﬂ»@. leord - & e@feaé Uﬁam Oloea [78)
o M(L obcuct He oS- He fen even
lies  eoknolkblons op  Ho  poaple o

ga
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Question 1

Example candidate response —

low, continued

Examiner comments

Gwe b cpporf Lim. Ubain qo___on b
ezplasn what Yo fatw re,a_ﬂq do _Is
Mol m adieye More. —L::ﬂ -5 afwwn
hﬂ: ﬂ;@ Phece “[) He ey Lo 11‘{1
quwe me.
er, Dy, é{e ﬂ90p1@ wolved. -0 Ye
Glerviow  are qocd gpeadiess of fmju@l\ A’m
: L (/bcu.‘n was ' qlv‘mq Lum&,[/’ e
Lime? lo dink 4 " whab bo e,
J (‘) ur, 7 T@ f ef‘[‘) ':55 ,gl\a,m /:wzoe a—.,
be lak.
Alﬁ) | M@wf\ B@U« | wes 'molf.«(_o.[‘;”q qu/herﬁ[
|Sounds, L‘LQ £ W Laoe) :) v Y
Br = Pos  HUewan, b 35 cloar Mok
de anlﬁl' & reaélu qecel. whish s
wa:éed becownse (;p Ao  oviament he Jve
é«iﬁo becawse o e ,éy/:e o L
;‘JL
e, do o qgeater ebercd e larguage
| sed o He Y Lok affect He “conted: :
o o Lleser exbend Le lﬂnjm,ge d
|nob apfect e bork Thts 5 copentally
o when Uoin __ agres b
Piess says abowk  hurdred  melre  races.
Uoon  \Jul  agee  will , " sk due, abale-
menk

e The candidate spots some
features of the transcript and
provides a generalised comment.

@ The candidate attempts to
provide a basic sociological
comment.

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 25
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Question 1

20

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The response opened with some confusion which may have been due to the candidate’s loss of control of
written English.

As the essay continued, it was clear that the candidate understood the context and was able to select
evidence from the transcription. However, the response was largely narrative, paraphrasing chronologically
the content of the piece, rather than offering a linguistic analysis.

Comments displayed a tendency to unsupported assertion regarding semantic meaning of the interview and
some comments showed misreading. An initial close reading of the transcription may have avoided this latter
issue.

Overall, the candidate could have improved the answer by identifying specific linguistic elements using
technical terminology and making an exploration of language, structure and purpose, rather than only
paraphrasing the transcription.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Candidates often tried to assess the socio-economic status of the interlocutors by attempting to analyse
accent which was not presented by the transcription. In doing so, the response became irrelevant to the
guestion. Candidates also attempted to criticise the quality of English used by the interlocutors. It was not
part of the question to assess or offer assertion on the interlocutors’ intellectual status.

Candidates were generally keen to demonstrate their knowledge of genderlect. However, discussion on
language and gender is only one aspect of spoken language and candidates should have taken care not to
allow it to dominate the response.

Weaker candidates who referred to language theorists commonly did not give a satisfactory explanation of
the theory and why it was appropriate for it to be applied to elements of the transcription. Candidates should
have been aware that it is not sufficient merely to mention a theorist's name.

Candidates needed to be aware of the conventions of conversation transcription. Some candidates criticised
the interlocutors for not using punctuation in their utterances: according to transcription convention,
punctuation is not used.

Weaker candidates lost control of their own written language at times. They also offered a generalised,
rather than analytical, response using standard English terms. Candidates should have used technical
linguistic terminology to describe the linguistic elements and to explore the effects and qualities conveyed by
language, structure, purpose and context.
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Question 2

Question 2

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments

Tm aH-:(,CL %am M a Mu}ra@ M/J‘MCJL—‘

nes h/fak,@, WAoo fact 4l oS-

— m@&/g/__“ ___éz 2.8 méum&_@_/g_@wﬂ__ﬁk&_ |
wevd cls4 Conubung o [y acking —

MO{HA(&( 5;71Ag,/1‘& L& DM‘QJ« auncf

re (S ﬁcu\ug( ‘
3 /4,\0,1,\_7970\,\ ol Y[L:hnr
™ U !
_7;@%&_&%_&661/\90%/&, m.‘c,l\;ﬂ— /LLQKL i
Lnb, macls i 4o amnni’c. |

O maRy M/i/\()//‘”“‘?l’:l\g ch) VIIAQ?/ ,KW(Q
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Wﬁ e %k&/{/(ﬁ&@ /AQK’/@/ la m
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l

oty 4l o Wﬂv@@o{n v e LS

@%z—j
C”La,Q(.ﬂ)\ 2] &a&&bd A&aw&aﬁ—a M ,
Yreoceo pn_oor |

%_},cﬂ b telonoSting Faopd This . @(é/_c_(,.m,é
IALIET 3

m WL&&——@OAAQMA

OQM)OI)T_L, “Cinitnals qrm hc} o oy IC

l/\mq»cQ—" %gwm m altic (o

;CTAQGQ-»VT T ‘\-‘pQMO(USZ\ Lz 90

~

bo o Cpuarkos a,é.. ZLM ol it ”

o

Lotitomon k- UL b Lo gliy)

L/A = F1 4 /@o\cma?{ czé( all — “a
_MAQ_&LM ‘
ls_)_ﬁé*_‘Cz/CLA_.LA 0 1 QM;_LWLKQ/ @%___"

IR R, A Tin e Fru |

o The introduction is articulate
and succinct.

9 The candidate demonstrates
understanding of the argument set
up by the passage, provides
evidence from the text
appropriately, and develops the
response by applying wider
knowledge of the current global
situation regarding language and
power.

e The candidate explores the
linguistic issue by selecting
appropriately from the context
provided.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093

21



Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

L8 WM%S% m%a%m (284 7

o St Cooum__as s /CMAQM&Q @,Z_—‘

Lot gl f” s Lazr“_ /v\/\,(a “g,
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R
e e e et e
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\

Shofior

i M’%ﬁé&é@q’" e c ool G ol
/g..%ﬁz 2ol e £los a/_ L)
Jea @%Aﬁ CiCe.széQo? /L L:z— 4/7)’/ o

na hos pfo of _ Flus, Skt /uaqéo,ﬂ’mq

to LL%L—I/MGJ{M?’;&%’J fiavSlisls, BLia
1 nulfians ,,02070&’5 Mc:@—(ﬂw

-

.m.cm;o@.mu/ aﬂm'rﬂ\ z?M@quS@& Lin,

e The candidate explains
language and elitism by applying
examples from wider personal
experience.

9 The candidate develops the
response through language and
power to education, mirroring the
passage provided and making
appropriate reference.

@ The candidate demonstrates
knowledge of the stages of
development of a language.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

_%&M &/: _lAQJ_L/ muu,//\ ma@& /r:Qo/ |
*““@l‘f P vy —
W e Sartv ooulef lovon lows o |
Chocnoe WH’\J"'/" ﬂ,u Lol ~.25falo)sladf
/nmauom;& (Do s howars Aol aﬂ——ﬂ\x
234 feary lay—ic «Shics Ly lis |
1S %amksp“ 109 Ol 0l . [habdaols |
@er“&oﬁu«f?em Cocd s biaily }
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Vb “Porpeoct! 2nfe4! Fwad Y |
pech. perhe ot E/«a»éleﬂo et B}
/m,o}/‘a)/_e/%/’//{ ./&44&! &7—-{ £ ! eThe candidate demonstrates
bLLj//’)k g 5g{ g :&\g evide_nce ofvx_/iderexperience of
2 > /. Z\/@( vecy/ e learning English.
.._.. @.@!ZZ (<)
: %MOIQM/& 2i T ntcﬂu Ll t
*@Md/:sk hso pd mbxbgéw,uémfwm,

\

L//,J— ’/Z\om 18 a dlorpor in Heo dior— |
o #’( B ﬁ rsL Q(TAJ_, _' @ The candidate recognises the
“ 6 " | counter-argument, making
_._____CAC,L, K2 Co. _M&a_gj o humerou| :
. : appropriate reference to the
ousodSte aéoa/ﬂ worets 44_01, PPN

passage and carefully selecting

Y L/c 24 el an fon S contlsin | | evidence.

ok n/ W a QL Lry do_speak wackdters

— S -f‘Lo <_Q/1«D( o tl o |
1 /CY jAA.O/ @ooh  SHLir' g / M @ The candidate offers personal
V&/w- u@b\ r’/ (S a L\Qmﬂﬂ\q m G opinion on the linguistic issue.
’ Mw /ac% rtao MQ_L\@.QA/ o 4 .

_QQxL’O"L_../..-. ..%Mg&;&_éwvfbr odiar
Fis Ten® NI aahogsing J+amb/ka~

o et STl /ﬁwaam “7L(/koel
_kqpp\x&m;@&_m- T2
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

&I&A}MAWMJ at Fa lu//@lo@ a/
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a} Cehaol /J&ﬁccuj&gf /«L/lu._//w@/au%\.oa(

+M1E;h=k\aflud/ammq,e /7:0 Poo Nairs) |
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mmm G e bk o b ok (s

Ltas bad s voar-cloa s ol T fan |

__..Qch_oék w fd)’wlfl«;/’k(p Ml/ll//lxq/d“
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Meeol fo loorn_ anShow [ bage.8 [11]
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lesh, ——8o (Shuy hSTLor?

poltdi s o Lot Sonl ofbos o
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0
Z ﬁ%ﬁi&%@é\ R

@ The candidate applies evidence
of wider reading on the spread of
English and language death.

@ The candidate explores
language complacency by making
reference to the passage and

' selecting appropriate evidence.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

k+Mdm/mm&oA¢Mﬁ QLS I fa o0

R vy ! ZK S~
be‘QG; bors ?;*a loe b ;ﬁu " Z Zt:w s &

<

7L)’LL,L_ w
@ The candidate offers personal

“Tho ¢ o;mL/m / /LL,%LQ/’I/LQ\J;LLWQQ opinion.
WCLGM/J&(:QWX @A,a/é cﬁc@z 23 "]

5 IS A & go 1o toro e o f‘éﬁc,\
2 g Sia 0 caor B g aﬂ_

MMQ—#{WR,Q (’mOam(pg M cﬁ—L\‘a/
/@w«amo@p& /:4_GJ/CVQJ @Mn,ba*l\ ﬂpmﬂ?’

Ly psig b Fmpardav M/(()Q/f/(jr]"/ﬂ/k 00/
C NIl ien M S/:)-P) onds Com _—

Pk ol Fs  Aociod frha aé\
Ao az&;o/a‘u brecot  Huowods —

5 g R AT W @DZ,SD/[L\Q “/L\_ur\ @® The candidate demonstrates

. R understanding of English in
: OY’S”“ ool /’L«‘«ge\ L ot 7tsir international business settings by

exploring the passage and offering
further examples from wider
reading.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

MJ vl Aast éé(’dm;'»\a"a.
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@ The candidate offers further
personal opinion in returning to the
original issue of the rise of
Mandarin as a possible global
language, making reference to the
passage.

@ The candidate continues to
focus on the business context of
the passage.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

T Frinl

> Mfwlupiul 7%,(,4 a@)c&JWﬂAﬁlﬁ7Q§i_«_,_
‘ bad L L %M(u«kjr,,ﬂuéluu

e e B & e —

L 00 Mot \J&Mﬁu Purviksa. o Y71, |
m/rﬂOaQ ./0%(&0/1,(@0{-& % b at'Ce (/&:ﬂ
/O/YL%/M o 11 ot Pin K ho LOWM
1 s aYbe e, fwaa@o £t SFors —

sl N aug. mi@:}jj d?mﬂ Irt. @ @ The conclusion is a succinct

: . precis of the main argument of the
passage provided.

Total mark awarded =
19 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

Where the candidate made reference to examples from wider experience or reading concerning the use of
language in various countries, the writing demonstrated a loss of register. The answer could have been
improved by maintaining an appropriate register and by not using the quotes, as these provided a tendency
to generalised assertion. These sections of the response were rather prolonged and could have been further
improved by the candidate writing in a more succinct style.

The candidate could have improved the answer by applying theory to the linguistic issue, such as those
theories put forward by Kachru, Diamond or Crystal.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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0 The candidate prepares a short
plan from which to focus the
response.

9 The introduction offers
generalised assertion.

9 The candidate now refers to the
passage and interprets advantages
of learning English.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The candidate offers examples
from wider reading or wider
personal experience.

e The candidate selects
appropriately from the text in order
to examine comments gained from
wider reading.

@ The candidate presents a
counter-argument and then
proceeds to refer to contemporary
global political difficulties,
demonstrating appreciation of the
wider implications of the linguistic
issue.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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e The candidate appreciates the
humour of the passage while
appreciating the depth of
importance of the linguistic issue.

@ The candidate offers personal
opinion on the gender issue of
English language learning.

@ The candidate briefly comments
on language death and language
learning as an obligation.

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The response opened with an assertive statement and a comment from Crystal. These did not demonstrate
direct focus on the question, so the introduction to the essay was not relevant. The candidate could have
improved the answer by using an introduction which immediately addressed the question.

The candidate offered further assertion in the discussion on gender and English language learning. The
answer could have been improved by positively exploring the ways in which English language learning by
women can fulfil international business requirements, rather than generalising on misogyny, patriarchy or

oppression.

The conclusion made only brief mention of language death and language learning by obligation. The answer
could have been improved by a fuller and more developed exploration of these two linguistic issues.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments
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0 The candidate opens by giving
positive views on the issue of
English as a global language.

@ The issue of English as a global
language and economic growth has
been addressed.

e The candidate discusses part of
the first paragraph of the context
provided.

e There is evidence of some
misreading of the context provided.
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Question 2

Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments
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e Loss of focus on the question.

@ The candidate attempts to
explain difficulties faced in
international business
communication.

e The candidate offers a
paraphrase of the penultimate
paragraph of the context provided.

e Attempts to demonstrate
evidence of wider knowledge
although focus is not maintained on
the question or the context
provided.

Total mark awarded =

5 out of 25
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Question 2
How the candidate could have improved the answer

At times, the candidate lost the focus of the question in an attempt to demonstrate evidence of wider reading.
This resulted in the latter part of the response becoming irrelevant. The answer could have been improved,
therefore, by maintaining focus throughout.

Parts of the response merely paraphrased sections of the passage. The candidate could have improved the
answer by, instead of paraphrasing, selecting an idea from the passage, inserting a short quote to evidence
the argument, and then providing an explanation and development of the idea by applying knowledge from
wider reading.

There was some evidence of misreading the context. Had this not occurred, and the candidate had used a
linguistic stance, a discussion regarding the language complacency of native English speakers would have
attracted further marks.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

A common mistake which candidates made in Question 2 was to take inadequate account of the focus of the
passage provided, and instead write about other issues concerning English as a global language not
covered by the context. The passage, or passages, always have a direct focus — for example, language
learning to facilitate international business — and candidates should have taken notice that the question asks
for reference to specific details from the passage.

On the other hand, some weaker candidates chose simply to rewrite the content of the passage provided
into their own words, with the response resulting in a chronological paraphrase. This method did not
demonstrate a candidate’s own ideas, nor any knowledge gained from wider study or experience, which is
what was required in this question.

Commonly, weaker candidates chose to write a lengthy historical account of the growth of English as a
global language, leaving themselves short of time to explore fully the linguistic issue presented.
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Question 3

Question 3
Example candidate response — high Examiner comments
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Question 3

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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9 This is, in fact, a response to
Question 3 and not Question 2.

e The candidate correctly
identifies the purpose and context
of the discourse.

e The candidate correctly
identifies Rebecca's stage of
language acquisition and uses an
appropriate theoretical model to
support the point.

6 The candidate is assertive and
is able to apply theory to a
phonological argument which is
then developed by an explanation
of child language acquisition theory
and examples from the transcript.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ While identifying linguistic
features, the candidate refers
confidently to language structures
with technical terminology.

e Here, the candidate analyses
linguistic features while referring
back to the context and purpose.

@ The candidate discusses how
the child could give clearer
meaning and briefly introduces a
further theorist to support the point.

@ The candidate confidently
discusses syntax with appropriate
examples being labelled correctly.
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Question 3

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The response is articulate and
fluent and offers insight into how
the child's syntax acquisition falls
into an early stage.

@ The candidate now begins to
develop the response from initial
discussion on phonological, lexical
and syntactical acquisition through
to semantics, applying new
theoretical explanation.

@ There is further linguistic
exploration here as the candidate
discusses pragmatics within the
imaginative role play.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093

37



Question 3
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The candidate provides
explanation and exploration of the
father's role as linguistic caregiver
by briefly discussing theory and
providing appropriate examples
from the text.

@ The candidate correctly
identifies the father as recasting
rather than correcting his
daughter's utterance.

@ The candidate explains the
contrast in the two linguistic
theories discussed.
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Question 3

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

The penultimate paragraph was somewhat lengthy. The candidate could have improved the response by
writing more succinctly, or by using fewer examples (such as the one provided regarding Deaf Jim) to
illustrate the point made.

The candidate identified phoneme /p/ as a voiced plosive, rather than an unvoiced plosive. To improve the
answer, the candidate should have been accurate in labelling phonological ingredients.
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40

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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o The response opens with a
confident assertion regarding the
context.

9 The candidate continues to
offer assertion.

e The candidate selects
appropriately from the transcript in
order to demonstrate knowledge of
child language acquisition theory,
on which some brief comments are
provided.
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Question 3

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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0 Conmence and flow \ogicoiiuy . GueR0NS and

ranfaComente 1S uded ©o  -encourane Reoecca wamisk|
N

e 5
S rultonecusSiy  jealming. NaY .o Groomonmouacod
) =\ J

Swvuchure of naor mPonSes-g

TThe lexi'S of o0 onid ReoeccoS age (8 Sivafle Nay et
=)

and dhe grammow 1S oosio ;Y dont tnow”  ana
(S enaneS one wol hwo wod  and ¥ne

wagro\pm‘e S’to«&\'es of SPeeti~ 10 be -exP\Ged.

Whilst  Relecca ule® Ne o Gwo Loords 3 " Hhere * ana

" moox i evident SNe hal reached Yo 1 eqvaPnio |

Lusing Bree o Far wodras W SIPN e YoWne v

[ Scoges OF SPeoc 1M Mnve: S - Predend. SneP Y oy Q_

| Rarney. The Riegropnic Scoqe enoies Nex o

RIS ComrmondsS bo ey Pavney , €maping himto

onderscond - and  foe the QonveySausion w e

1 detran She imnaging s- T box” 13 o Conmnond

repralentgng Holday's jusyonve comimend as by

Farng. ¥l Ihe meons ¥C  inmfory her fodiner

thok & Wione ox . Come .come Come” |, using Ahret

wody, Yhe i3 oole 40 We & wlaaltkory Canmmnaind

(Haiday) *¥¢  ordey Wer forrer Yo a0 to ¥he

Svee.

Reea eudenty Borrouat W QUSiUiy YO ogicadiy_Servend

ol hc\:l(q o fonor Weaugn basic QAroeern mear end

e The candidate attempts to
explore language and structure with
comment on the father's role in the
interaction.

@ There is some development as
the candidate continues to explore
the father's utterances with a brief
comment on the work of Skinner.

@ The candidate correctly
identifies the stage of language
acquisition which the child has
reached, and selects appropriate
evidence from the transcript.

e The candidate applies language
acquisition appropriately, offering a
more developed explanation.
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Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Clegrafnre. fentante StyuCoat. “Tris (s arctieccon
_0f _er Cognisante and akiliG) to Poxay ey
Cogniive wnderStonding 0f hex PornerS ProneeS
| ana Questons. Y eas -feas-@eal’ ST Cotvomshar
| ¥noedage Mrox qox Con buy PV ac asSnce,
A\mw%yg v‘r\wr cognisante S Moo Yor res=—on

ereynody cSlactolall  rlasopie  ana u_\mo\Qv;cqnd qb\'e
o _ovhers orner Yo oy foxner M yniS S a
Sunny old SN, Qne R A=L S ) carcliu @) ity
,ep\‘o\e;\ce of eV mmemory [ Pess Lurnaumn

YOI ing WA ZWor Fatines  weon ted.s Thvopyot
e converSan'an  hiv foithey noad Bremnmfed Yihe
dea OFf Qéoxj whnen §fre vouente off tvocke

N riee ” L and K€ (5 ewdent Tk wad  Sucteishal i
reonindimg Nev. - Bnd - Rad Pecs ! S evidente o
Reoeccal’s  Qility +0  roond oft O conversaton ,and
ney  Qognitante towards  the RirPose of Hne
conveirson on Lﬁ‘g%et's Cogniaive M@g\.@

@ The candidate has attempted to
apply Piaget's theory of cognitive

- . | development with a very brief
Rercel Puirays hey Gcqured languoge acouisSden - | mention.

Jvougn  Seinnerd benauiaurisrm Theory o) ner Roner
Uie’ ina'na’an Rohntgues and infotement to

Pranfe wey tnovgne rocess and  devricPMmeanc of

language - Bebee dine  conugxSoddon V1 <Mecoively

oA Al
Corvied auk, ¥arcwoon har A oty So Pomy
adie grommaycat  dentendy , eiident $o Cram Sy’
" noouiSon ¥Neory - Aleny it Wy CogniSance
ho e 000 G0 C_muey&k’h‘m and ooic M%'Qp‘cc | @The conclusion is a concise
funtenCei , e Four ouR afoke o coyoak alogiced | | rewording of the body of the essay.
and  desuifove  (anery oFusho\O@Q

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The candidate tended to make assertions. The answer could have been improved by providing developed,
rather than generalised, comments on the stage of language acquisition of the child in the second
paragraph.

The response demonstrated some wider reading of child language acquisition theories. However, these were
not always explained, therefore the candidate could have improved the answer by writing in a more precise
manner, with appropriate selections from the transcription as evidence. This was particularly relevant in the
section regarding Piaget, whose name was only briefly mentioned.

The candidate commented on the purpose of the father’s questioning technique to an extent. To improve the
answer, the candidate could have developed an argument concerning caretaker speech and the way
Rebecca reacts in her turn-taking.

Overall, the answer could have been improved by using more linguistic terminology throughout the essay.
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Example candidate response — low Examiner comments

e J
The, \qngo Mi_f_l_rwea S Converd ¢allon
oohueor  Nevetco offe WY fomods G hed
Qodhey e Nodoy  ver Wnfolmed
awnd Caguald . Thik Coun, be Pove., by
AL Sesdem ey Refd by yelecou JM
Qe g Qwnd wilkooX any P Pey
@Mmbmﬁ&o\( oxamPe V0 box e o The candidate attempts to spot
ooy Qe OR s loud geute Mol belrl featgres of thg discourse and_
oo, a0l cLell ©e Mo Gue | | hoes nottake a inguistc stance.
; Y Ao mondis {oee \d G 082,
Aok ok 1edfes et e % Uven oy Doth
ok Mow. lo twhed ~\b\o,\d’v»a 2:€utouely Qoud

=

| oy el as qestoies  ued oy (Mle
n@opCCa Tk Qav.  he  geor, ol lob
ok ot micso  Pavses aye uted by |
ACheCre. Ow hed Sedemigs adm oy \F’\ljcsf_
33;0@,\9\ Oand Q NIRRT thed Xo : 9 The candidate spots further
Qo nexk. N s i Coandeisetfon  Ae features using the correct

terminology, with basic comment.
¥ emPhea ¢ Afve., G~ 0o . Hey o

Cedhoy toamdt  Ho bey ez dven
Keneean) oo Qnap . O - | @) The response demonstrates

some understanding of the context
provided.

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

Often, a response is brief when a candidate has insufficient time left to complete the essay. However, even
in short responses it is possible to achieve some marks. In this case, although the response was brief, the
candidate could have improved the essay by using linguistic terminology instead of generalised standard
English.

Some language features were spotted and if the candidate had provided more than a basic comment
regarding these, more marks would have been awarded. The stage of language acquisition in the child was
not identified, nor was there any reference to language theory. The candidate selected some quotes from the
transcription but comments lacked precision and ideas were undeveloped.

Overall, the candidate appeared to have understood the context. A fuller exploration of language acquisition
through imaginary play would have improved the response.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

In Question 3, a mistake commonly made was to wrongly identify the stage of language acquisition in the
child. There was evidence in the transcription of holophrastic and telegraphic speech and Piaget’s pre-

operational stage. Often candidates described the child’s utterances as ‘holographic’ and ‘telephrastic’ in
error. Candidates should be aware of the importance of using linguistic terminology fluently and correctly.

In selecting theories to apply to their analyses, some candidates chose to write about the work of Grice,
Tannen or Lakoff. It is important to retain focus on child language acquisition in Question 3, which has
specific demands that are quite different from those in Question 1. Therefore mention of theorists
specialising in gender or politeness, for example, were inappropriate.

Many candidates referred to the child’s early stage grammar and syntax examples as ‘mistakes’. More
accurately, these examples could be termed ‘virtuous errors’ with an opportunity to open a discussion on the
work of Chomsky.

Weaker candidates stated that the adult’s function was purely to teach the child. This was a missed

opportunity to explore how language is acquired through play, where discussion on the Hallidayan
imaginative, representational and regulatory functions would have been stronger.
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