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Introduction 
 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and A 
Level Literature in English (9695), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted: 

 
Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their marks. 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 

Question 

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 
response 

Examiner comment 

There are some changes to the format of mark schemes for examinations from 2016. Bands have been 

changed to Levels and level descriptors have been inverted so that the highest level is Level 6 and the 

lowest level is Level 1. New specimen mark schemes for examinations from 2016 are available on 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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Assessment at a glance 
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Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Paper 4 – Drama 
 

 

Question 1a 
 
June 2015 Question Paper 41 is available on Teacher Support Site at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/uppersec/alevel/subject?assdef_id=744 

 
Mark scheme, all questions 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
  



Paper 4 – Drama 

12 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695  

 

Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
This is a proficient answer that begins with a clear, chronological overview of what is to come. There is 
appreciation of the complexity of George and Martha’s relationship and the exploration of the couple’s 
evident enjoyment of many of the battles shows (‘you married me for it’) that the candidate is aware of the 
deeper and psychological levels of the action. Throughout, points are substantiated through relevant and 
brief quotations. As the essay progresses through the three acts (a slightly easy structure, though one 
perhaps implied by the question), there is discussion of how George begins to gain authority over Martha 
and this is clearly linked to specific moments. There is a slight tendency to narrate at times and this is one of 
the features that keeps the piece on the edge of the mark scheme band. Contexts (the brief reference to the 
American dream) are used only when relevant; more importantly, they are only used to support or help to 
develop the candidate’s argument. The uneasy peace between the two at the end of the play is subtly 
treated. In order to achieve a higher mark, this essay would need a stronger sense of the text as a play and 
as something to be performed; more explicit reference to precise ways in which the playwright is using a 
variety of techniques to dramatize the changes would have been useful — it is interesting to note that the 
candidate never names Albee or talks about the writer, though matters of technique are implicitly discussed. 
 
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
This is a concise and clear answer. There is secure knowledge of what goes on in the text. Arguments are 
usually supported and there is some development of ideas. The initial relationship between George and 
Martha is clearly understood, though there is not much textual support to confirm the candidate’s insights. 
The role of Nick and Honey in disrupting the relationship is clearly analysed, and as the essay moves 
forward, it becomes increasingly text focused. The question is in view throughout. Although the structure of 
the piece is simple (mainly chronological) the candidate progresses through points with a clear sense of 
purpose. The answer is limited by its lack of discussion of form, structure and language, which means that 
the text is only implicitly seen as a constructed work of art. Communication is clear throughout. At times (the 
beginning of paragraph 3, for example) there is a slight tendency towards narrative summary. 
 
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
There is clear knowledge of the text in this response, and some focus on the question. Points are often 
asserted. It is never demonstrated, for example, that George and Martha wish to be a normal couple or that 
they begin the play ‘in a dream state’. There is some reference to detail and the response tracks the ways in 
which George starts to dominate and direct the relationship as the play progresses. There is little that is 
explicitly related to the writer’s techniques, and the text is only implicitly thought of as a drama that might be 
performed on a stage. Communication is clear throughout, and there is a simple structure with some sense 
of an argument, though points are often made rather assertively. The ‘with what effects’ of the question is not 
really tackled in a coherent way.  
 
Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25 
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Question 1b 
 
June 2015 Question Paper 41 is available on Teacher Support Site at  
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/ 
 

Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
  



Paper 4 – Drama 

 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695 23 

 

Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The response begins with a strong sense of purpose by announcing a series of strategies that might be used 
for analysis. Although the arguments in paragraph two start with the slightly misguided discussion of capital 
letters and exclamation marks (this needed to be seen in terms of how it would be presented as stage 
emphasis), there is sensible discussion of what Honey contributes to the passage. Reference to stage 
directions throughout the piece shows awareness of how the passage is being shaped for an audience. As 
the focus moves onto George, there is careful analysis of how he very carefully shapes what is happening, 
by deliberately using pauses and substantiating detail (‘the doorbell rang’) in order to give his tale 
authenticity. At times, more examples could have been usefully given. Martha’s reaction to the story is well 
captured through reference to both language and action. Throughout, expression is confident and there is 
coherent discussion that mounts a vigorously articulated discussion through a series of clearly linked 
paragraphs. 
 
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 

 
  



Paper 4 – Drama 

26 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695  

 

Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
In the opening paragraphs, the candidate shows knowledge of the play’s context, though this is not fully 
relevant to the question. There is also understanding of where the scene falls in the action and of the 
relationships between the central characters. The response takes some considerable time in getting to the 
passage and there is much general discussion that, whilst it shows knowledge and understanding, it is not 
closely related to the question that concerns ‘this extract’ not the play as a whole. Once the candidate moves 
onto the passage, there is useful discussion of aspects of the staging and of George’s motivation at this point 
in the play. There is sensible discussion too, of language, of emphasis and pauses and of stage directions, 
which all show a willingness to see the text as something to be performed. At times, the chronological 
approach means that a more strategic view of the scene is sacrificed. Whilst communication is clear, the 
prolixity of the discussion undermines the strength of the discussion. However it is undoubtedly purposeful 
and clearly planned throughout.  
 
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
The response deals with the events of the printed scene. There is knowledge and understanding of the 
relationship between the characters and some engagement with the detail of the extract. The candidate is 
not secure about terms such as ‘figurative language’. Discussions of short sentence are relevant, though not 
fully illustrated. The point about exclamation marks needed to be considered in terms of a text that is being 
performed, not read. There are elements of repetition in the answer that disrupt the sense of a developing 
coherent argument. Some crucial parts of the scene — George’s reference to the Catholic requiem Mass for 
example had not been understood. There was some sense of how dramatic tension builds up, though it is 
not quite clear what the candidate means by the ‘false situation’ at the beginning of the scene. There are the 
beginnings of a relevant and considered response here and the straightforward points made are usually 
clear, if somewhat assertive.  
 
Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25 
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Question 3a 
 
June 2015 Question Paper 41 is available on Teacher Support Site at  
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 

Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
This is a clearly expressed and purposeful response. The candidate is very aware of all the reasons why 
Anne should dislike and distrust Richard and yet there is also understanding of how he works his charms 
upon her. Points are substantiated from text throughout, with close reference made to Anne’s cursing of 
Richard and of the various sweet talking methods he uses to overcome her. There is clear understanding 
too, of how Richard is using Anne duplicitously or his political advantage so that, in their central encounter 
(Act 1, Scene 2), she is won and dismissed within a few lines. There is clear personal insight into how an 
audience is sucked into sheer enjoyment at Richard’s bravado and magnetism. The response communicates 
insight with considerable succinctness and it begins to tackle the whole issue of why Anne should be a 
willing co-conspirator with Richard, despite her obvious dislike for him, thus showing a complex appreciation 
of Shakespeare’s methods.  
 
Total mark awarded = 19 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
This response shows understanding of the relationship and of the various ways in which Richard 
manipulates Anne. There is, however, some tendency towards plot-telling in order to set up the discussion. 
Although there is implied understanding of how Richard works on Anne, there is not much text specific detail 
to back up the arguments. Some points are tendentious — it is clear and not a matter of speculation, for 
example — that Richard is indifferent to Anne, and an audience will be in no doubt about this. There is some 
explicit reference to authorial techniques through reference to dramatic irony. Towards the end, points are 
made in one-sentence paragraphs and this restricts development and also makes the argument about Lady 
Anne’s character rather assertive. Ideas are not always fully connected. To move into the next band of the 
mark scheme, a much closer commentary on text and particular moments would be necessary. The 
response is relevant throughout. 
 
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
There is clear knowledge of the events of the play and the characters here, and some acknowledgement of 
authorial methods through discussion of dramatic irony, though this tends to be asserted rather than 
demonstrated. Points about ‘people you love hurting you’ are not entirely relevant as it is clear that Richard 
and Anne are far from being in love with each other. The response is limited because of its lack of 
engagement with detail of language and only occasional use of supporting quotation. The point about 
dramatic irony is repeated and thus the response lacks a strong sense of having a range of things to talk 
about and a coherent and developing argument. There are some signs of personal response to the situation 
in which the characters find themselves. The topic is kept in view throughout, but the ‘with what effects’ of 
the question is never really addressed. 
 
Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25 
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Question 3b 
 
June 2015 Question Paper 41 is available on Teacher Support Site at  
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 

Example candidate response – high 

 
  

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
This is a confident response that shows proficient awareness of how Shakespeare is shaping the scene. The 
overall structure of contrast between Richard and Richmond is presented from the beginning and it provides 
a strategy and shape for the candidate’s developing argument. The scene is clearly visualised by the 
candidate, and this suggests a clear sense of the play as something to be performed. Contexts are briefly, 
but relevantly, introduced. Discussion of the supernatural is carefully introduced and exploited in order to 
demonstrate how Richard’s past is catching up with him by this point in the play. The ghosts’ use of 
repetition is clearly analysed as a sign of Richard’s inner torment and of Richmond’s ability to have the sleep 
of the innocent. Discussion of the imagery shows a willingness to engage closely with the language of the 
passage. There is useful reference to other moments in the play. Although the response is undoubtedly 
proficient, there is some loss of focus on the passage towards the end. 
 
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
The response shows a sound understanding of the situation at this point in the play, and the discussion is 
relevant throughout. The use of repetition by the ghosts is usefully analysed as an externalised means of 
characterising Richard’s increasing guilt. Personal response comes through clearly when the candidate talks 
about the ghosts’ words as a chant. Parallels made between each of the ghosts also help demonstrate 
Richard’s increasing sense of despair, though there could have been more specific, detailed discussion to 
back up the points. The contrast between Richard, a crucial part of how guilt is set against innocence in the 
scene was not considered with reference to detail, despite being a strong and obvious element of the printed 
passage. Throughout, the discussion was coherent and clearly expressed and it avoids both paraphrase and 
narrative summary. 
 
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
There is knowledge of the play and the situation at this particular moment in the answer. The response is 
chronological in its approach and therefore perhaps lacks an overall strategic grasp of what is going on. 
There is also a tendency towards plot narration and summary throughout. Points about repetition of phrases 
by ghost after ghost are soundly made, and references to the curses elsewhere in the play are relevant to 
the current discussion. There is no mention of how Richard’s guilt is, in part, evoked through a contrast with 
Richmond, who lies tranquilly asleep on the other side of the stage. A more explicit discussion of authorial 
techniques would have helped to raise the response to the next level in the mark scheme. There is a simple 
structure to this response and the question is in view throughout, thus placing it high in the band awarded.  
 
Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25 
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