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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International A Level
History (9389), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to
the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Question
Mark scheme

4

Example candidate
response

. 4

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they
still have to do to improve their marks.

This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help you
assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme. Some
guestion types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice,
have therefore been omitted.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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How to use this booklet

Question 3
3. (a) What was the Freadmen's Bureau?

Introduction

Real exam paper questions

You can use these to create homework or

create mock exams for your leamers.

Mark scheme
(a} What was the Freedmen's Bureau?

3

Level 0: No evidence submitied or response does not addrﬂsff Mark scheme shows you the \\\

Level 1: General answer
e.g. "This was an organisation set up to help people improve theiy
Level 2: Dascribes avents

e.0. “The Freadmen's Bureau was established by Congress in Mz
to provide halp to newly released southem black slaves, It gava o
medical supplies to African Americans but also 1o white southems
by the civil war. Freedmen Bureau schools were constructed and
250000 African American children. However, the Bureau was dism

basis on which examiners award
marks. [t helps you understand the
levels required and gives youl
break down of marks and possible
example of answers given.

s them as part of mock exams
to ensure your marking is up fo
Cambridge standards!

/

pressure from some mambers of Congress who opposed it
Example candidate response = high
3 a Ton M 13005, Pa Frecdle—<T Buregu

|~

Answers by real candidates in exam
conditions. These show you the types of

answers for each level. W‘j ke . T §
youndeel o tdueonienn @ one
orovicled Foreer Naver wirn

Discuss and analyse the answers with
your leamers in the classroom fo improve
their skills.

vt froneel, 15 gqeads Wit to h\pe
vy N
gl vAavrenaineg iR egueodierny,

royiole o PeeolL

lie ¢ clofes, fvod, biwel Hlonpets.
Lor's Pyvreaw  war orgoninec
tu lrLLlf? Bawse Alncown  Pronsn emanse  oanel
ooy Mavnenhef a  #deee of hedp. -
Examiner comiment — high -\'.

Examiner comment indicates the

3 {a) The candidate shows a good understanding of the work of the Freed| owverall quality of response (high,
farmed after the end of the Civil War. They are able to describe how the By gaiddie low) and explains the

economic help and that it was targeted at former slaves, To gain full mark '
included more specific information about the work of the Bureau or the len| Strength and weaknesses of each

Mark awarded =4 outof 5

answer. This helps you to interpret
the standard of Cambridge exams
and helps your learners to refine
exam technigque. /J
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

A Cambridge International A Level qualification in History can be achieved either as a staged assessment
over different examination series or in one examination series.

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates take: Duration Weighting
Component 1 Document question 1 hour 40%
Component 2 QOutline study 1 hour 30 minutes 60%

Advanced Level candidates take: Duration Weighting
Component 1 Document question 1 hour 20%
Component 2 Outline study 1 hour 30 minutes 30%
Component 3 Interpretations question 1 hour 20%
Depth study 1: Europe of the Dictators, 1918-1941 1 hour 30 minutes 30%
Depth study 2: The History of the USA, 1945-1990 1 hour 30 minutes 30%
Depth study 3: International History, 1945-1991 1 hour 30 minutes 30%
Depth study 4: African History, 1945-1991% 1 hour 30 minutes 30%
Depth study 5: Southeast Asian History, 1945-1990s% 1 hour 30 minutes 30%

* only available in the November session

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Paper 4 — Depth Study

Question 2: Europe of the Dictators, 1918-1941

2

Evaluate the reasons for the failure of democracy in ltaly by 1922, [30]

Mark scheme

2

Evaluate the reasons for the failure of democracy in ltaly by 1922, [30]

What is expected here is an analysis of a range of reasons why the democratic process came to
an end in ltaly in 1922. There are many possible factors. The state was a new one and had
undergone a long, brutal and costly war. Democracy had had little time to prove itself and ltaly’s
social and economic divisions were deep. There was simply an absence of consensus about
what the country’s priorities were and how they could be solved. Italy had been invaded and
humiliated by its old foe Austria, and the ltalian people felt that they had been lured into the war
under false pretences and never forgave the political class that they felt was responsible.

The structure of the state arguably was unsuited to the needs of the times, and the electoral
system, while not causing instability, certainly reflected it. Too few saw a future in democracy and
there were alternatives which offered a better future on both the left and the right. Many of the
ruling class despised it. The influential Church not only gave it little support, but actively
undermined it at times; it had not forgiven the state for the events which led up to 1871.

Democracy had few supporters and too many opponents. The Orlando’s and Giolitti's were seen
to be utilising the process for their own ends and it did not seem to provide the stability and order
that the small farmer, the Church, the industrialist, the army and the King wished for. Fear of the
Left was endemic amongst too many of the ruling classes and Mussolini proved to be brilliant at
exploiting that fear.

Cambridge International A Level History 9389 5



Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — high
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candldate response hlgh contlnued

Cambridge International A Level History 9389 9



Paper 4 — Depth Study

10

Example candidate response — hlgh contlnued
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Example candidate response high, continued

Paper 4 — Depth Study
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

The opening paragraph is excellent and indicates that there has been careful thinking and planning before
the writing started. It does not give too much detail or spend much time ‘scene setting’. Instead it has a clear
focus on the question and includes evaluation from the start. A very good range of relevant points are made,
but with not too much detail early on. There is breadth and reflection in the impressive opening sections. The
second paragraph is a good example of why this response did so well. The point about the early failings of
the Republic is well made and backed up with well-chosen detail. There is a good level of comment
throughout this section. The point about the impact of the war is well made, well substantiated and also
relevant. The supporting detail about the role of Fascism in Central and Northern Italy, for example,
demonstrates the right amount of knowledge and understanding for Level 5 in this ‘Depth’ paper. There is
consistent evaluation throughout and this is well demonstrated in the critique of the Liberal Party towards the
end of the essay. The candidate could have included some comment on Versailles.

To achieve full marks, the candidate could have used their own judgement to identify and rank the key
factor(s) according to importance. Otherwise, this answer fully deserved Level 5.

Mark awarded = 26 out of 30
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Example candldate response — mlddle
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candldate response middle, contlnued 3
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Examiner comment — middle
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This is a competent answer which shows a good grasp of the topic but does not quite do what the question
asked, which was to evaluate the reasons for the collapse of democracy in Italy. Much of the focus tends to
be on why Mussolini got into power, which is not quite the same thing, although some of the material is
appropriate. There is too much listing of factors and virtually no reflection on what part they played in the
collapse of democracy and, above all, why. The second paragraph contains relevant detail but only some
evidence of evaluation or reflection. Much the same can be said of the paragraph dealing with the socialist
threat. The detail is good but the point being made not is not always clear. Similar criticisms can be made of
the sections on the rise of fascism and Mussolini himself.

For higher marks there would need to be more evidence that the candidate had really thought about why
democracy had failed. Which were the key reasons and why? Was it ‘doomed’ from the start or was it the
incompetence of those in leadership positions? Did Mussolini merely give an institution in terminal decline a
small push, or was his accession to power solely the result of his own brilliant efforts? There is no ‘right’
answer, but the question was looking for more than a list of factors which might be considered.

Mark awarded =19 out of 30
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Question 1: Europe of the Dictators, 1918-1941

1

‘Lenin failed to solve Russia’s economic problems. How far do you agree? [30]

Mark scheme

1

‘Lenin failed to solve Russia’s economic problems.’ How far do you agree? [30]

An analysis of Russia’s economic problems in 1917-18 and then of Lenin’s attempts to manage
them is expected here. An examination of the situation in 1917—18 would indicate an inheritance
of staggering difficulty, and a contrast with the situation in 1224 shows substantial progress,
admittedly from a low base.

Total breakdown was the order of the day on Bolshevik accession to power. Infrastructure had
collapsed, there was anarchy in the countryside, the governing and managerial class had largely
disappeared. Brest-Litovsk saw the disappearance of food and raw materials, civil war raged
throughout large parts of Russia as well as foreign invasions. War Communism evidently failed
and famine and cannibalism were features of Russia at the time. Hostility to the regime was
endemic, both within and outside Russia. The money economy had collapsed and inflation was
out of control.

By 1924, the situation had changed radically. Central planning was coming in. The NEP ensured
that food production recommenced and that a money economy was beginning to return to
normal. Industrial production did not reach 1913 levels until 1928, and then it was only by making
use of existing assets. There was a growing awareness of what the problems were by 1924 and a
debate growing about possible solutions. Arguably he did little more than apply cosmetic
measures to ensure temporary survival and left the attempt to apply an ideologically-based
solution to his successors. The evidence points to ‘yes’ but ‘any’ might seem harsh.
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Example candidate response — low
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued

e Aoibdolised honk o (d larqe tuctoties whidt bately olved
£.(s00(ic froplems. Thoug he ntfolled newspoper for
opagaad ., fussians shll A1ied to pverthrow him for is
yiolent plicies. TS T ogteets o \avge extent 1o hig
Ao go solve_ flusne's avAic prblem 9 - ,

Examiner comment — low

This response did not start well. There seemed to be no connection between the first and second sentences.
There was just a statement in the second sentence with no supporting reasons or any indication of balance.
More successful answers to this question began by describing the nature and extent of the economic
problems facing Russia in the period 1917 to 1924 and then indicated whether Lenin did or did not succeed
in dealing with them. The second paragraph gained no credit as it was not linked to economic issues. The
lack of any identification of what the economic problems were resulted in low marks. There seemed to be an
assumption that there were some problems, but what they were was never made clear. The point about
Brest-Litovsk was not developed, and the link between it and the actual question was not apparent. Much the
same could be said of the paragraph about the CHEKA. It was only towards the end of the essay with the
sections on War Communism and the NEP that credit started to be gained for relevant material and there
were signs of a response to the question set. The conclusion did not really seem to fit in with the earlier
detail.

For higher marks there needed to be much more focus on the question and careful reflection on the nature
and extent of the economic (not political) problems which faced Lenin when he seized power. There needed
to be a much higher level of supporting detail linked to the question. Paragraphs needed to have a clearer
point made followed by relevant supporting information.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 30
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Questions 7 and 5: The History of the USA, 1945-1990

7

How successful was Reaganomics? [30]

Mark scheme

7

How successful was Reaganomics? [30]

Reaganomics was the economic policy associated with President Reagan. It involved a mixture
of supply side economics and monetarism. Supply side economics focused on the supply side
of the economy rather than demand. It meant removing the obstacles to increasing the supply of
goods and ensuring more competition between companies. These obstacles included high direct
taxes, especially on the rich, restrictive practices, especially by labour unions, and excessive
public expenditure on welfare. Monetarism meant control of money supply to curb inflation,
which in 1979-80 was very high. In general, Reaganomics opposed Keynesian economics, which
had been economic orthodoxy since the 1940s. Keynesian economics focused on the demand
side of the economy, aiming to ensure economic growth by means of public expenditure and
levels of taxation. It was an approach which by 1980 seemed to have failed, resulting only in
stagflation.

The most dramatic illustration of Reaganomics was Reagan’s decision in August 1981 to sack
some 11 000 striking air traffic controllers, showing how far he was prepared to go in attacking
the power of labour unions. His federal budget of the same year reduced higher-rate income
taxes as well as welfare entitlements. However, it also increased defence expenditure at a time of
the Second Cold War. Thus the Reagan Presidency ran an increasingly large budget deficit,
which did not fit traditional fiscal orthodoxy. Inflation fell in the 1980s but not because the
government limited the supply of money. Monetarism was soon abandoned — if it was ever
practical. Instead, an initial recession of the early 1980s had resulted in falling prices, a trend
accelerated by falling oil prices after the second oil price crisis of 1979-81. By the mid-1980s, the
US economy was growing again. Reagan could claim a success for his economic policy, for
breaking with Keynesianism. In reality, especially via his hugely expanded defence budget,
Reagan had acted to increase demand for US goods and services.
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Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

This started sensibly and immediately started to gain credit. The term ‘Reaganomics’ was defined and
reasons for this economic policy was included in the answer. There was not too much initial detail and there
were indications of balance as well. The second paragraph was a little too descriptive; there was a need to
make the point more firmly and link it directly to the possible success/failure issue. The section on the
recession of 1982 was well done, as were the comments on the ‘trickle down’ effect (or intention). There
was consistently good focus in this answer and a good level of comment and understanding which lifted it
just into Level 5. For the very top marks there needed to be greater depth and more emphasis in the answer
on the degree of ‘success’ attained.

Mark awarded = 25 out of 30
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Example candidate response — middle
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Examiner comment — middle

This was a brief, but quite good response which started with a clear definition. More reflection on the criteria
by which successes could be judged would have been helpful. The first paragraph looked at how
Reaganomics could be seen as a success whilst the second considered how it could be seen to have failed.
In both cases relevant points were made, but what kept this response at a middle level was the shortage of
relevant points and supporting detail. While the response was convincing and it was clear that the candidate
fully grasped the topic there are questions about how ‘deep’ the study has been. The whole answer was
relevant and accurate, but it was too brief and undeveloped. To improve this essay needed more points and
supporting facts whilst sustaining the focus and analysis needed to answer the question.

Mark awarded = 23 out of 30
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Paper 4 — Depth Study

Assess the reasons why the 1950s were a period of economic growth. [30]

Mark Scheme

5

Assess the reasons why the 1950s were a period of economic growth. [30]

The reasons why the 1950s were a period of economic growth include both international and
domestic factors. The former included the comparative trade advantage that the USA had gained
as a result of the Second World War. After 1945, the USA produced 60% of the world's
manufactured goods. The needs of the economies of western Europe and Japan, rebuilding after
the war, provided markets for US goods. The growth in trade was further encouraged by the
reduction of national tariffs on foreign imports following the establishment of GATT [General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade] in 1847. By 1960, there had been four GATT agreements to
reduce tariffs. In addition, the onset of the Cold War further stimulated American economic
growth, especially following the Korean War of 1950-53.

By 1960, the US defence expenditure was almost three times what it had been in 1950 — and that
is in real terms. The Cold War in space following the launch of the first sputnik in 1957 further
stimulated federal expenditure; NASA was formed in 1858. These external developments were
supplemented by domestic factors such as increased social expenditure, e.g. on education,
especially via the extension of the 1844 G | Bill in 1952, Within the USA, full employment enabled
families to spend more money on new consumer goods, the most obvious of which were
televisions.
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Example candidate response — low
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Examiner comment — low

.\

This answer had a poorly developed opening paragraph. Answers which achieved higher marks identified a
range of reasons and reflected on which might have been the most significant and why. Some argued that
the factors which were important in the early fifties later declined in significance and others eventually
replaced them as drivers of growth. The section in the first paragraph about the ‘dip’ after the war gained no
credit as it was not relevant. There were valid points about the growth of defence spending as a result of
NSC-68 and the Korean War and the Marshall Plan, but no attempt was made to assess these or reflect on
their actual importance. There was an absence of any statistical evidence to back up points. The section
about the American family had limited relevance and the reason why women were staying at home was
linked to economic growth was not explained. Major points about interstate highways and motor
manufacturing were not included.

The essay consisted of a limited list of reasons which were not evaluated. It could have included a much
wider range of factors, considered and supported with more relevant detail. It could also have included an
attempt to assess those factors and indicate which were the most important, when and why.

Mark awarded = 13 out of 30
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Question 10: International History, 1945-1991

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the ‘Second
Cold War'? [30]

Mark scheme

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the
‘Second Cold War'? [30]

In support of the view that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was responsible, it could be argued
that it led to widespread condemnation of the USSR and, to the West, was viewed as evidence of
the continuation of the expansionist aims of the USSR.. In retaliation, the USA withdrew from the
SALT Il Treaty. US President Carter was unwilling to allow the USSR to get away with another
intervention in the affairs of a foreign country — he cut off trade links with Moscow, encouraged a
Western boycott of the Moscow Olympics in 1280 and increased US expenditure on arms
(including nuclear weapons). Despite this, US public opinion saw Carter as weak in confronting
the threat of communism, and he lost the 1280 election to Ronald Reagan, a staunch anti-
communist right winger.

In challenging the view, it could be argued that the period of détente was effectively already over
before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The USSR had continued to violate human rights
agreements made at Helsinki, while Brezhnev's failing health had done little to enhance US-
Soviet relations. The development of renewed superpower hostility can be seen as early as 1976.
Conservatism was regaining strength in the USA, and it viewed the increasing influence of the
USSR in the Third World as further evidence of Soviet expansionism (e.g. Angola, Mozambique,
Ethiopia). Carter supplied US arms to anti-communist groups (e.g. El Salvador, Nicaragua) in an
attempt to prevent the spread of Soviet influence. Opposition to SALT Il was high in the US
Senate well before the invasion of Afghanistan, and it already seemed unlikely that the USA
would sign. When Islamic militants occupied the US embassy in Teheran (1979), American
conservatives viewed this as evidence of the USA’s impotence in world affairs and argued that
this needed to be addressed. Détente, therefore, was no longer seen as beneficial to either the
USA or the USSR. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan could be seen as the event which started
the ‘Second Cold War' rather than its cause.
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Example candidate response — high
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MM éN"(/y 99 L Lx. iuLMd l\l 7T SIS ,.,(,%

e (,MJ’ [ .omma. to. Ve svwwzm g@mm}’ g_ﬂ,(w? _
Lol badid... ol wishohs  bo ot la. gt JAZT. rur,_
.};ﬁf?/‘wwﬁw i s M. ot ok ?
Sosidinad o, . shion st Jram. tonAer w'/ s ulua4 .
| had dston in ' al-«f Mhe.... , ermM

e ea. MM

- I
!A/LJCA WM e meren.. :m/ﬁ—écg %

[ 600110 e

""u.g  sca M,M,,' Dylisesiy, |
/s M% Lemis. %ﬁj:;zn _,

o lebente..... Ml d At .. 5. Jetd intte. Fince.. )

ha”t WM&, nle ath:ons.. Mffw . ettradad e |
.___Wam i w Mw} Lad Vo B M Mﬁ,}g A.
| - Zle MM M I‘.?

4 ,MM—M! Maﬁ e . PF. Ve soe biowe b is tengnbc).

Cambridge International A Level History 9389



Paper 4 — Depth Study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

This was an impressive answer. It started with minimal background and kept everything very precisely on the
central issue of détente. There was a brief, fully focused introduction. Initially, there was perhaps a little too
much focus on the detail and the central argument did get a little obscured. However, by the second page, it
was obvious that there was a consistently analytical focus. The comments on the other ‘outside’ factors were
very perceptive and clear, and the way in which supporting detail was utilised was excellent. Overall the
grasp of the topic and the level of understanding were impressive. The point about the ultimate breakdown
was typical: clear, well-made and well supported with detail.

The objective of each paragraph and its key points were clearly stated and then the right level of supporting
detail brought in. The ‘blame’ was spread wide, the Brandt issue being a good example of this. There was a
good conclusion which did not simply repeat what went before. Arguably there could have been more focus
on the impact of the election of Reagan. There could have been a little more use of sustained judgement as
this would have helped to know exactly which factor the candidate felt was critical and why. Otherwise, this
answer fully met the criteria for Level 5.

Mark awarded = 29 out of 30
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Question 12: International History, 1945-1951

12 How far was Nasser responsible for the outbreak of the Suez War of 19567 [30]

Mark scheme
12 How far was Nasser responsible for the outbreak of the Suez War of 19567 [30]

The view that Nasser was responsible for the war was held by Britain, France, Israel and, to
some extent, the USA, who feared his aggressive support for Arab unity and independence. His
organisation of sabotage raids inside Israel, his refusal to renew the 1936 treaty allowing British
troops at Suez and his deals for Soviet weaponry from Czechoslovakia all caused alarm. When
the USA cancelled its grant for the Aswan Dam, fearing that the USSR was seeking to gain
control of the Middle East, Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal, intending to use its income to
finance the dam. The West saw Nasser as a Hitler-like figure, who was planning to unite the Arab
world under Egyptian control and Soviet influence. This posed a serious threat to peace in the
Middle East, not least because Nasser had made no secret of his desire to destroy Israel.

In challenging the view, it could be argued that Britain and France were more responsible for
causing the war. This was the opinion of the communist bloc, which accused Britain and France
of imperialistic tactics. Britain, France and Israel planned for Israel to attack Egypt and remove
Nasser from power, arguing that this was necessary to keep the Suez Canal open to international
shipping. This ignored the fact that Nasser had promised to compensate shareholders and allow
ships of all nations to use the canal.

Israel actually began the war by attacking Egypt, with notable success. The USA, afraid of
upsetting the Arabs and forcing them into closer links with the USSR, refused to support Britain
and France. At the UN, the USA and USSR agreed on the need for an immediate ceasefire and
the withdrawal of Israeli troops. The Arab world blamed Israel for the war, seeing Nasser as the
leader of Arab unity and the desire to remove foreign interference from the Middle East.
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Examiner comment — middle

This was a competent response. There was a fairly sound level of knowledge and understanding and grasp
of the topic. The opening paragraph had a sensible analytical focus and tried to set out the issues quite well,
but it lacked clarity. The point about ‘legality’ for example was not clear enough. More time spent on planning
and ensuring that the answer was clear in the candidate’s mind would have helped.

There is an attempt at a focused answer. It looks at the roles of Israel, France and the UK and then
broadens out to consider other influences such as the World Bank and the USSR. However, there is little or
no comment here and it is not related to the issue of Nasser’s responsibility. The answer seems to imply that
it was not all his fault, but this is not clearly stated. The lack of certainty in this response is illustrated by the
phrase ‘now we shall attempt to’. While the points about ownership of the Suez canal and the profits that the
UK and France had made were valid in their own way, they were not linked to the question.

To earn higher marks, the candidate needed to make a judgement about how far Nasser was responsible at
a much earlier stage in the essay and develop this. More depth was also required. While there was some
knowledge, understanding and analysis, there was just not enough of all three to gain a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 30
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Question 10: International History, 1945-1991

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the ‘Second
Cold War'? [30]

Mark scheme

10 To what extent was the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan responsible for the onset of the
‘Second Cold War'? [30]

In support of the view that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was responsible, it could be argued
that it led to widespread condemnation of the USSR and, to the West, was viewed as evidence of
the continuation of the expansionist aims of the USSR.. In retaliation, the USA withdrew from the
SALT Il Treaty. US President Carter was unwilling to allow the USSR to get away with another
intervention in the affairs of a foreign country — he cut off trade links with Moscow, encouraged a
Western boycott of the Moscow Olympics in 1280 and increased US expenditure on arms
(including nuclear weapons). Despite this, US public opinion saw Carter as weak in confronting
the threat of communism, and he lost the 1280 election to Ronald Reagan, a staunch anti-
communist right winger.

In challenging the view, it could be argued that the period of détente was effectively already over
before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The USSR had continued to violate human rights
agreements made at Helsinki, while Brezhnev's failing health had done little to enhance US-
Soviet relations. The development of renewed superpower hostility can be seen as early as 1976.
Conservatism was regaining strength in the USA, and it viewed the increasing influence of the
USSR in the Third World as further evidence of Soviet expansionism (e.g. Angola, Mozambique,
Ethiopia). Carter supplied US arms to anti-communist groups (e.g. El Salvador, Nicaragua) in an
attempt to prevent the spread of Soviet influence. Opposition to SALT Il was high in the US
Senate well before the invasion of Afghanistan, and it already seemed unlikely that the USA
would sign. When Islamic militants occupied the US embassy in Teheran (1979), American
conservatives viewed this as evidence of the USA’s impotence in world affairs and argued that
this needed to be addressed. Détente, therefore, was no longer seen as beneficial to either the
USA or the USSR. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan could be seen as the event which started
the ‘Second Cold War' rather than its cause.
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candldate response — low, continued
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Examiner comment — low

This was a basic pass essay. While it contained some relevant knowledge and understanding and there was
some focus on the question, it was limited. There was a very abrupt start and no indication of how the
argument might develop. The first paragraph is not well written and very vague. While there is a valid point
made about the build-up to war, it lacks both clarity and appropriate supporting detail. There is a lack of
focus in the point about Angola, for example. Was it a ‘defeat for the USSR’? The subsequent point about
the USSR being ‘distrustful’ is also lacking in detail and, above all, in supporting evidence. While it is not
possible to include everything in an A Level response, the impact of the arrival of Reagan and the ‘neo-cons’
should have been made as well.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 30
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