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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS Level
History (9389), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to
the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Question
Mark scheme

4

Example candidate
response

. 4

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they
still have to do to improve their marks.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been
omitted.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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How to use this booklet

Question 3
(a) What was the Freedmen's Bursau?

3

create

Mark scheme
(a} What was the Freedmen's Bureau?

3

Introduction

Real exam paper questions

You can use these to create homework or

mock exams for your leamers.

Level 0. No evidence submitied or response does not addr&sr/mﬂrk scheme shows you the N

Level 1: General answer

q. “This was an organisation set up to help people improve thei
Lavel 2: Dascribas avents
e.q. “The Freaedmen's Bureau was estabished by Congress in Mz
to provide halp to newly released southem black slaves, It gava o

medical supplies to African Americans but also to white southems
by the civil war. Freadmen Bureau schools weare constructad and

basis on which examiners award
marks. It helps you understand the
levels required and gives you
break down of marks and possible
example of answers given.

Use them as part of mock exams
to ensure your marking is up fo
Cambridge standards!

S/

250000 African American children, However, the Bureau was dismdmeamrovooos
pressure from some members of Congress who opposed it."
Example candidate response - high
2 | a T M 11005, P Frecale~nt Buregy

Answers by real candidates in exam
conditions. These show you the types of

answers for each level.

Discuss and analyse the answers with
your learmers in the classroom to improve
their skills.

et ftrroaneg], 145 geals Wve to hgl\pe
o b

)
ol wavemaingg At egueaiier ), |

Aoy Wk, Troy grovided PLoO\

Joundcel  aan {d}ucﬂuncxﬂ with one,

sroviclee Former Naver warin

frod , el Hloanpels.

lniee ;Iqﬂ:u:.f’

ey Pureau - war argounizec]

fu Welp Moz Alneown  Pronen emaa Mﬂ'i

Ofhey Maninhe; wn  fQeepl 68 hedp. -

Examiner comiment — high

3 {a) The candidate shows a good understanding of the work of the Freed
formed after the end of the Clvil War, They are able to describe how the B
economic help and that it was targsted at former slaves. To gain full mark
inehided mare specific infermation about the wark of the Bureau or the len

Mark awarded =4 out of 5
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Examiner comment indicates the !

averall quality of response (high,
middie, low) and explains the
sirength and weaknesses of each
answer. This helps you to interpret
the standard of Cambridge exams
and helps your learners io refine

exam technigue.
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates take: Duration Weighting
Component 1 Document question 1 hour 40%
Component 2 Outline study 1 hour 30 minutes 60%

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and

Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Paper 2 — Outline study

Section A Question 4
4 The Russian Revolution, 1905-1917
(@) Why did the Tsar abdicate in 1917? [10]

(b) To what extent were the reforms of Witte and Stolypin successful? [20]

Mark scheme
4 The Russian Revolution, 1905-1917
(a) Why did the Tsar abdicate in 1917? [10]

The key issue is the factors which led up to the abdication and their relative importance.
There were the many personal failings, and he was faced with insurmountable problems. He
was faced with an ultimatum by the generals and had little choice. He had clearly failed and
he knew it. The army’s loyalty had dissipated; there was obvious military failure. He felt that
his brother would replace him and keep the regime going, while he could retire to be the
country gentleman he should have been. The alternative was anarchy and he realised that
he had no other option. The growth of radical opposition and economic breakdown were also
factors, but the extent to which they impinged on the Tsar’s thinking is arguable.

(b) To what extent were the reforms of Witte and Stolypin successful? [20]

The key issue is the extent to which the work of the two men benefitted Russia. Reflection on
what ‘success’ might imply is looked for, as their work had varying impacts on different
groups in society as was, as for the nation as a whole. Witte, of course, was the great
‘railway’ man and also a key factor behind administrative changes such as the Council of
Ministers and the Fundamental Laws. He must take responsibility for the Dumas and the
early stages of the concessions post-1905.

Stolypin, of course, was very different with very clear views and remarkable honesty.
However, his ruthlessness, ‘neckties’ and Field Court Martials made the regime few friends
and many enemies. His interference with elections angered many and his ability to alienate
minorities was damaging. However, he did talk to the peasants and really aimed to create a
prosperous peasantry and clear up the mess left by the abolition of serfdom. He did increase
social tension, yet both agricultural and industrial output went up and he did appear to have
some solutions to some of Russia’s major problems.

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389 5



Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — high
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

10

Examiner comment — high

Part a

Credit has been awarded for the fact that the candidate displays detailed understanding of the situation
which confronted the Tsar in 1917. The candidate selects appropriate evidence to demonstrate how the
impact of the First World War inflamed ongoing discontent with Tsarist rule. It is argued that, in response, the
‘Tsar, acting the only way he knew how, ordered troops to crush the revolution’. The candidate might have
included more analysis of the fact that the troops failed to obey this instruction by arguing, for example, that
failure to maintain control over the armed forces was the most crucial factor in the Tsar’s loss of power.

The response is fully-focused on the requirements of the question and demonstrates impressive
understanding of a wide range of relevant causal factors. In order to achieve higher marks, a little more
analytical depth was required at times.

Mark awarded for part a = 8 out of 10

Part b

The candidate displays detailed understanding of the question’s requirements, and has developed a fully-
focused and balanced argument. The response begins by establishing criteria by which to evaluate how
successful the reforms of Witte and Stolypin actually were. It is then argued that, as a result of Witte's
reforms and backed by foreign investment, Russia ‘underwent massive economic and industrial growth’. This
apparent success is then counterbalanced by the fact that Russian output was ‘still dwarfed by her Western
rivals’.

In places, greater factual depth was required to substantiate the points being made. For example, evidence
was needed to support the argument that industrial and agricultural output grew as a direct result of the
policies of Witte and Stolypin respectively. The response would also have benefited from a stronger
conclusion. The final sentence reads almost as an afterthought and does not provide a focused ending to an
otherwise sustained argument. In general, however, this is a good response, based on impressive
understanding of both the topic and the question in particular.

Mark awarded for part b = 16 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 24 out of 30

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389



Paper 2 — Outline study
Example candidate response — middle

Question Part
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Examiner comment — middle

Part a

The candidate has identified a number of relevant factors to explain why the Tsar abdicated in 1917. That
‘people blamed him’ for the fact that ‘the war was going badly’ is perceived as the most crucial factor. Credit
has been awarded for the statement that the Tsar survived the 1905 Revolution ‘because the army
supported him and were loyal, but now they disobeyed his orders’. This analysis is based on sound
understanding of how the threat facing the Tsar was far greater in 1917 than it had been previously.

The response is, however, lacking in range and depth. For example, the candidate argues that the Tsar
abdicated ‘because he lost the support of the Duma and the army’. It was necessary to explain why he had
lost this support and to provide factual evidence to back it up. Similarly, more detail was needed to explain
the increasing discontent of the Russian people and the growth of radical opposition to Tsarist rule. In
particular, the response needed to demonstrate greater understanding of the context in which the Tsar made
his decision to abdicate, following a revolution and an ultimatum from his generals.

In general, therefore, the response shows some understanding of the requirements of the question, but lacks
the range and depth required to achieve higher marks.

Mark awarded for part a =5 out of 10

Part b
The candidate shows good understanding of the question’s requirements, and makes a genuine attempt to
develop a fully-focused argument, supported by some relevant evidence.

Although the aims of Witte and Stolypin are not explicitly outlined, it is clear that the candidate has some
understanding of them. The response does, however, suffer from a lack of factual depth. For example, detail
provided of the reforms themselves is very limited. It is simply asserted, without factual support, that Witte
built a railway and created a situation whereby ‘Russia can be industrialised’ and ‘export its own iron and
steel’. Similarly, the statement that Stolypin ‘encouraged the peasants to plant more crops so agricultural
goods can increase’ is too vague.

The response also lacks a sense of balance. Greater analytical depth is provided in support of the view that
the reforms were unsuccessful than in support of the opposing view. At times, the candidate relies on vague
and unsubstantiated assertions, such as that Stolypin was successful because ‘he opens the peasant bank
where they can take loans to sustain their farms’. This approach is particularly evident in the concluding
statement that Witte and Stolypin succeeded because ‘they both tried to help Russia’.

In general, the response contains relevant material, but it lacks factual and analytical depth.

Mark awarded for part b = 12 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 17 out of 30

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389
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16

Example candidate response — low
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — low, continued
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18

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Examiner comment — low

Part a

Credit has been awarded for the fact that the candidate begins by identifying some relevant factors to explain
why the Tsar abdicated in 1917. After this fully-focused opening, however, the response drifts into
consideration of longer-term factors whose relevance to the immediate situation in 1917 is not sufficiently
explicit. Defeat in the war against Japan in 1905, the impact of the 1905 Revolution, the Tsar’s failure to
keep the promises made in the October Manifesto, and his introduction of the Fundamental Laws are used to
support the rather vague assertions that ‘the growing unpopularity of the Tsar added up over time’ and,
therefore, ‘more people were willing to overthrow’ him. To give these points more relevance to the context of
1917, it was necessary to show how the Tsar had survived these earlier threats because he maintained the
support of key groups, such as the army. Evidence was required to demonstrate how and why, by 1917, he
could no longer rely on this support.

While making some valid points, the response does not fully address the specific requirements of the
guestion.

Mark awarded for part a = 4 out of 10

Part b

Credit has been awarded for the fact that the candidate shows some understanding of the requirements of
the question and, in particular, highlights the restrictions imposed on both Witte and Stolypin in their attempts
to modernise Russia. The Tsar’s ‘reluctancy to reform’ and the determination of the influential classes to
‘solidify their power’ by resisting change, for example, are seen as key factors which limited the impact of the
ministers’ policies. This leads to the conclusion that, overall, the reforms of Witte and Stolypin were
unsuccessful. The evidence used to support this conclusion is, however, lacking in range and depth. There
is, for example, no attempt to explain what Witte and Stolypin were hoping to achieve through their reforms;
establishing their aims would have provided ‘success criteria’ by which to evaluate the extent to which those
aims were achieved. Similarly, detail regarding the reforms themselves is both vague and generalised. In
order to address the question effectively, it was necessary to analyse the impact of these attempted reforms.
For example, the statement that ‘Russia mainly relied on foreign capital’ could have been expanded to
demonstrate how this significantly limited Witte’s industrial reforms.

In general, therefore, the response tends to focus on the reasons why the reforms of Witte and Stolypin were
resisted by the Tsar and those with influence over him, rather than on the key issue of the impact of those
reforms on Russia. While the essay contains some implicitly relevant argument, supporting factual evidence
is limited.

Mark awarded for part b = 8 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 12 out of 30

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389 21



Paper 2 — Outline study

Section B Question 8 (9389/21)

8 The Great Crash, the Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1941

22

(@) Why did President Hoover struggle to deal with the impact of the Great Crash? [10]

(b) In 1932, Franklin Roosevelt was described as ‘a cautious politician’. How far did Roosevelt’s

domestic policies in the 1930s support this view? [20]

Mark scheme

8 The Great Crash, the Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1941

(a)

(b)

Why did President Hoover struggle to deal with the impact of the Great Crash? [10]

The Great Crash of October 1929 occurred within the first year of Hoover’s presidency. He
struggled to deal with the downturn in the US economy because of the severity of the
downturn and the miscalculations he made. Downturns had occurred before; there was quite
a severe one in 1920-21, after the First World War. The economy had recovered from such
setbacks. In 1929-30 Hoover had expected much the same to happen. In fact, the Crash
was initially welcomed by some as a necessary correction to the excesses of the Roaring
Twenties. Too many people had borrowed too much money in the 1920s and it was believed
that some kind of economic contraction was an inevitable consequence. Hoover was affected
by such beliefs. Not that he did nothing; he relied on traditional, limited means of trying to
help the various states undertake their own efforts. He was opposed to the more radical
solution of federal government taking direct action to address the consequences of the Great
Crash. Some federal policies, not always with Hoover’s approval, such as the Smoot-Hawley
tariff, arguably made things worse. It took FDR’s willingness to break with conventional
wisdom that helped lift the USA out of the depression which the crash had led to — and even
then his policies were not always the success that they were often claimed to be.

In 1932, Franklin Roosevelt was described as ‘a cautious politician’. How far did
Roosevelt’s domestic policies in the 1930s support this view? [20]

The quote, from Walter Lippmann, a leading journalist of the era, challenges the usual view
that Roosevelt was a radical reformer, someone who paid little regard either to the
conventional thinking of the time or to traditional power blocs, such as bankers, capitalists
and Southern Democrats. There are examples to support this interpretation, held at the time
by left wing critics such as Huey Long. FDR’s policies did little to help African Americans
because he could not afford to antagonise the powerful Southern Democrats in Congress.
FDR did little to reduce the inequalities which many saw as a root cause of America’s social
and economic problems. The National Recovery Administration [NRA] was based on the
wartime War Industries Board. Though in 1933-37, FDR abandoned the goal of a balanced
budget in preference for deficit financing, in 1937-38 he returned to a balanced budget, thus
causing what became known as ‘the Roosevelt recession’.

On the other hand, there is also plenty of evidence that FDR was excessively incautious. His
court-packing plan to reform the Supreme Court was the most radical of a series of political
and economic initiatives taken by the president. The Social Security Act could hardly be
described as excessively cautious and neither could both the Wagner Act which established
collective bargaining rights for labour unions and the establishment of a minimum wage.

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389



Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

Part a

Credit has been awarded for the fact that the candidate demonstrates good understanding of a range of
relevant factors, explained in analytical depth and supported by appropriate factual evidence. For example,
Hoover’s initial lack of action in response to the impact of the Great Crash is explained by the statement that
‘Hoover’s administration misjudged the scale of the crisis, believing that it was a necessary corrective to the
excesses of the 1920s’. That the candidate fully appreciates the impact of Hoover’s belief in the concept of
‘laissez-faire’ is confirmed by the statement that ‘he believed the answer was not federal intervention’ and,
therefore, ‘in particular, he refused to contemplate unemployment as a federal responsibility’. The response
goes on to demonstrate how Hoover eventually did take action to address the impact of the Great Crash,
showing how he differed ‘from the laissez-faire policies of his two predecessors’ by being ‘more
interventionist’. Appropriate evidence is provided to explain why this action proved to be ineffective.

At times the response does lose some focus on the precise requirements of the question. However, this is a
good response, its analytical style taking it well beyond a basic narrative/descriptive account of Hoover’s
response to the Great Crash.

Mark awarded for part a = 8 out of 10

Part b

Although this answer has a tendency to drift into unfocused narrative at times, the candidate has produced a
balanced assessment of appropriately selected evidence, made a relevant judgement and developed a
consistent argument which addresses the specific requirements of the question. Based on detailed
knowledge and understanding of the topic, the response is analytical throughout.

A thorough evaluation of detailed factual evidence leads to the conclusion that ‘it would be difficult to say
FDR was cautious’. This is supported by detailed evidence. Balance is assured through a detailed
consideration of the limitations of Roosevelt's New Deal strategies. In support of the general argument that
Roosevelt was not a cautious politician, the candidate contrasts these views with the fact there was also
‘thunder from the right’, namely several groups accusing the President of threatening ‘free enterprise
capitalism’ and ‘states’ rights’ and instituting a ‘form of socialism’.

In general, this is an excellent response, providing a clear, focused, well-supported and balanced argument.
Mark awarded for part b = 19 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 27 out of 30
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Example candidate response — middle
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Examiner comment — middle

Part a

Credit has been awarded for the fact that the response begins by outlining the reasons why Hoover
struggled to deal with the impact of the Great Crash. The candidate demonstrates understanding of the
guestion by referring to Hoover’s assumption that ‘the economy would fix itself’, together with his belief ‘in
the idea of laissez-faire’ and his determination to avoid a deficit budget.

These points are made, however, without further explanation or supporting factual evidence. For example, it
could have been shown that Hoover had every reason to believe that the economy would recover naturally,
just as it had done after previous downturns, such as that in 1920-21. Similarly, the candidate needed to
explain the reasons behind, and the impact of, the federal government’s belief in a ‘laissez faire’ attitude
towards economic matters. The first part of the response is fully-focused, but lacking in explanatory depth.
The second part is considerably weaker, relying on a series of generalised and unsupported assertions,
drifting into irrelevance. For example, the candidate states that ‘Hoover came up with many ideas such as
work programmes but he didn’t want to run a deficient [budget] so he never did any of them’; this rather
vague and essentially inaccurate assertion clearly required elaboration. Similarly, the concluding statement
is both confusing and of no relevance to the question.

In general, this is a response which began well, but whose subsequent weaknesses suggest a lack of
detailed factual knowledge.

Mark awarded for part a = 3 out of 10

Part b

The candidate displays a sound understanding of the question and makes a genuine attempt to develop a
focused argument. The response largely disagrees with the view that Roosevelt was a cautious politician,
basing this on the perception that he was ‘doing lots of things that no President had ever done’. Examples of
New Deal policies are provided to support this perception. There is an attempt to create a sense of balance
with the statement that ‘many people felt that he wasn’t doing enough’, the example of Huey Long being
mentioned. The response does, however, suffer from a lack of depth and a tendency to drift into a basic
narrative/descriptive style. For a higher mark, it was necessary to explain why many people, such as Huey
Long, felt that Roosevelt was not going far enough with his policies, and to relate this to the key issue of
whether he was being overly cautious. Similarly, the candidate describes Roosevelt's New Deal policies,
rather than demonstrating how they challenge the view that he was cautious. In the final paragraph, the
candidate describes Roosevelt’s relationship with Congress and the Supreme Court, but does not link this to
their argument.

In general, therefore, this is a sound response, but one which lacks analytical depth and, at times, allows the
precise requirements of the question to drift out of focus.

Mark awarded for part b = 11 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 14 out of 30
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Example candidate response — low
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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38

Examiner comment — low

Part a

The candidate has adopted a largely narrative/descriptive approach, the second part of the response
focusing mainly on the reasons for Hoover’s unpopularity rather than on the reasons why he struggled to
deal with the impact of the Great Crash. This leads to a concluding sentence which either appears to
confuse cause and effect, or is the result of limited understanding of the precise requirements of the
guestion. The response, however, does contain evidence of some understanding of the problems which
confronted Hoover. Some valid points are made, but they require further explanation. Reference might have
been made, for example, to the fact that, in its early stages, the Great Crash seemed to be just a normal
downturn in the economic cycle, like that of 1920-21.

In general, the response does contain some implicitly relevant points, albeit ones lacking in explanatory
depth, but it is largely a narrative about the impact of the Great Crash and its effects on Hoover’s political
reputation.

Mark awarded for part a =5 out of 10

Part b

In general, this response is influenced by some confusion on the part of the candidate about the
requirements of the question. While the candidate attempts to present a balanced assessment, most of the
evidence provided relates to Roosevelt’s foreign rather than domestic policies and is largely irrelevant.

Credit has been awarded because the candidate has recognised that Roosevelt's New Deal policies
challenge the view that he was a cautious politician: ‘the New Deal was a very bold step for the President to
take’. This judgement remains an assertion, however, since no real evidence is provided to support it beyond
the vague and generalised claim that ‘this involved new jobs across the country, new industries and
increased standards of living all across America’. Appropriate supporting evidence might have included
Roosevelt’s departure from ‘laissez-faire’ policies and his dealings with the Supreme Court. The judgement is
also unbalanced since there is no attempt to consider a counter-argument, such as the view of many left-
wing critics, like Huey Long, that the New Deal did not go far enough to address the problems confronting
the USA as a result of the Depression.

In general, therefore, this response suffers from inadequate focus on the precise requirements of the
guestion and a general lack of range and depth.

Mark awarded for part b = 6 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 11 out of 30
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Section C Question 11 (9389/21)

11 International Relations, 1933—-1939
{a) Why did the German occupation of the Rhineland in March 1936 meet no resistance?  [10]

{b) To what extent did Mussolini pursue a consistent foreign policy in the period from 1922 to
19397 [20]

Mark scheme

11 International Relations, 1933-1939

{a) Why did the German occupation of the Rhineland in March 1936 meet no
resistance? [10]

Hitler's Germany entered the Rhineland in defiance of both the Treaty of Versailles and the
Locarnc agreements. Knowing that his army was not yet ready to fight a major war, Hitler
realised that this was a gamble. Even moderate resistance would have forced an
embarrassing withdrawal. France, in particular, would feel threatened by the German
occcupation of the Rhineland and might be expected to take action against it. In reality,
although Britain and France protested vigorously, no action was taken against Germany.

Hitler had already split potential cpposition to his aggressive foreign policy. He realised
that the Stresa Front {an agreement between Britain, France and Italy in April 1935 to
resist any further changes to the Treaty of Versailles) was weak and had exploited these
weaknesses. In signing the Anglo-German naval agreement of June 1935, Britain had
effectively, and without consulting either France or ltaly, condoned Hitler's breaking of the
Treaty of Versailles by increasing Germany’s military capabilities. By 1936, Mussolini’s
ltaly was adopting its own aggressive foreign policy and was allying itself more with
Germany than with Britain and France. France did not feel able to confront Germany
alene. With public opinion heavily anti-war, neither Britain nor France were prepared to risk
a major war against Germany. Appeasement seemed a safer option. Morecver, Hitler
claimed that he was merely righting the wrongs of the Treaty of Versailles and offered to
sign a peace treaty which would last for 25 years.
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40

{b) To what extent did Mussolini pursue a consistent foreign policy in the period from

1922 to 19397 [20]

In support of the view that Mussclini pursued a consistent foreign policy, it could be argued
that his primary aim remained constant — toc make ltaly ‘great, respected and feared’. He
claimed that ‘The 20" century will be a century of ftalian power’. Italy’s territorial claims had
been ignored at the Paris peace settlement. Most ltalians saw this as humiliating and a
reflaction of its government’s waakness. Mussoclini encouraged ultra-nationalism by talking of
the Mediterranean as ‘mare nostra’ and seeking a glorious foreign policy. He adeopted an
aggressive foreign policy whenever circumstances allowed, for example:

» taking Fiume in 1923 in complete contrast to the weakness shown by the previous
government over the D’Annunzio incident

ignoring the League of Naticns in forcing Greece to pay compensation over the Corfu
incident

successful invasion of Abyssinia in 1935, in contrast to failure in 1896

forming the Rome-Berlin Axis and the Anti-Comintern Pact

invasion of Albania in 1939

forming the Pact of Steel in 1939.

YV VYV

In challenging the view, it could be argued that, pricr to the mid-1930s, his main aim was to
make ltaly secure rather than ‘great and feared’. Italy was in no positicn to challenge the
power of other European nations. For much of the period he was more concerned with [taly’s
security than with its aggrandisement. Fiume and Corfu were little more than propaganda
exercises from which ltaly gained little {Italy was forced to leave Corfu when Greece paid
compensation — Corfu might have provided ltaly with a useful naval base with which to
challenge British naval supremacy in the Mediterranean}. Prior to 1934, Mussolini’s foreign
policy was based on diplemacy, which gained Italy respect but did not make it great or feared
{e.g. forming defensive alliances, successfully opposing Hitler's attempt to take control of
Austria in 1934, playing a leading role in the peaceful negotiations at Locarno). It was only
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Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Examiner comment — high

Part a

The candidate has a clear understanding of the question’s requirements and has identified a range of
relevant factors to explain why the German occupation of the Rhineland met no resistance. Britain, France
and the USA are properly identified as potential opponents of an aggressive action which was in direct
contravention of the Treaty of Versailles. Valid explanations are provided to show why these countries, both
individually and collectively, chose not to intervene. Britain’s policy of appeasement towards Hitler's
Germany is explained by the British view that the Treaty of Versailles had been too harsh. It was felt that
Hitler ‘had peaceful intentions’. The response highlights the fact that the French ‘had no guarantee of support
from the United States or Britain’ if they decided to confront Hitler, and that this was because ‘the USA was
practising isolationism, while Britain was practising appeasement’.

More factual depth could have been provided at times. For example, the different attitudes of Britain and
France towards Germany, both during and after the Paris Peace Conference, might have been explained
more fully: the French desire to keep Germany weak owing to its own security fears, contrasted with Britain’s
desire for an important trading partner to recover economically as quickly as possible. Similarly, the full
significance of the Anglo-German Naval Agreement might have been highlighted.

Nevertheless, this is a fully-focused response which supports a range of relevant factors with appropriate
evidence, shows how the various causes are interconnected and reaches a valid conclusion.

Mark awarded for part a =9 out of 10

Part b

The candidate demonstrates a good understanding of the requirements of the question and has developed a
consistent argument supported by appropriate and accurate factual evidence. This argument is based on the
judgement that ‘Mussolini’s foreign policy was largely inconsistent’ because it ‘shifted majorly after 1934’
when a ‘more aggressive’ approach was adopted. Balance has been provided by showing how, while his
methods may have changed dramatically after 1934, Mussolini’s ‘aims and beliefs remained consistent’.
Greater detail might have been used to show exactly what these aims were, beyond the statement that he
wanted to ‘make Italy great’; for example, the phrase ‘mare nostrum’ implied rather more than simply
‘freedom of the seas’. Similarly, more depth might have been given to the impact of Mussolini’s early
aggressions against Fiume and Corfu on his political/diplomatic thinking. The view that Mussolini was
‘angered by ltaly’s embarrassment at the Paris Peace Conference’ also required further elaboration. Some
valid points would have benefited from greater depth. For example, an attempt could have been made to
explain why Mussolini’s popularity in Italy was in decline. Similarly, consideration might have been given to
the issue of why Mussolini changed his attitude towards Hitler, increasingly perceiving him as an ally to be
gained rather than an enemy to be feared.

This is a fully-focused, balanced and well-argued response, based on detailed knowledge and understanding
of the topic.

Mark awarded for part b = 16 out of 20

Total marks awarded = 25 out of 30
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study
Examiner comment — middle

Part a

The candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of the demands of the question and makes a genuine
attempt to identify and explain reasons why the German occupation of the Rhineland met no resistance. The
response goes beyond a basic descriptive approach, but does tend to be a little lacking in both range and
depth.

The response is mainly focused on Britain’s lack of opposition to the German occupation of the Rhineland.
Appropriate evidence is provided to justify the view that Britain believed Hitler’s intentions were ‘justifiable,
honourable and peaceful’. The answer shows sound understanding, with appropriate examples, of Britain’s
attitudes towards Germany in 1936. The response is less convincing with reference to France’s lack of
opposition to the occupation. The candidate clearly understands that Franco-German relations had been
improved by ‘the Dawes Plan and Locarno Treaties’, but misses the crucial fact that the French remained
highly sceptical of German intentions throughout the 1920s, and that their concerns regarding a possible
threat to their national security were heightened once Hitler came to power. For example, it was French
refusal to compromise on the issue of armaments which led Germany to withdraw from the World
Disarmament Conference.

Mark awarded for part a = 6 out of 10

Part b

The candidate demonstrates a very clear understanding of the requirements of the question, and has made
a genuine attempt to provide a focused and balanced assessment, supported, often in considerable detail,
by appropriate factual evidence. While demonstrating how Mussolini veered ‘between aggressive to non-
aggressive and then back to an aggressive foreign policy’, the response contains a sustained argument.
The argument could have been made more effective with deeper analysis of Mussolini’s foreign policy aims,
showing how his desire to make ltaly ‘great, respected and feared’ remained constant throughout, although
his methods of achieving this varied according to circumstances. There are a few rather vague assertions
such as the statement in the introduction that Mussolini had ‘powerful intentions for Italy’.

More attention might have been paid to the issue of why Mussolini alternated between an ‘aggressive’ and a
‘friendly foreign policy’ in an attempt to achieve his aims. At times, the candidate adopts a rather
narrative/descriptive approach, as a result of which the response drifts into factual detail which is not directly
relevant to the question. For example, unnecessary information is provided regarding both the Fiume and
Corfu incidents, while the repeated references to the ‘March on Rome’ serve no real purpose.

This response shows very good knowledge of Mussolini’s foreign policy, a very clear understanding of the
specific requirements of the question and a largely successful attempt to reach a focused judgement based
on detailed assessment of the evidence.

Mark awarded for part b = 15 out of 20

Total marks awarded =21 out of 30
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — low
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Paper 2 — Outline study

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Examiner comment — low

Part a

Credit has been awarded for the candidate’s identification of a number of relevant factors explaining why the
German occupation of the Rhineland met no resistance. However, the response reads as a list of causal
factors, lacking in explanatory and analytical depth. For example, appropriate reference is made to the policy
of appeasement, but there is no explanation of why this policy was adopted by Britain and France beyond
the statement that they wished ‘to avoid World War II'. In order to achieve higher marks, the candidate
needed to demonstrate deeper levels of understanding. For example, the impact of economic depression
could have been used to explain the reluctance of Britain and France to devote limited financial resources to
developing their armed forces with the result that both countries were unprepared for, and greatly feared, the
outbreak of another war. To some extent, this would also have explained their adoption of appeasement,
avoiding the simplistic assertion that the policy was ‘foolish’.

Mark awarded for part a = 3 out of 10

Part b

The candidate shows understanding of the requirements of the question, and makes a genuine attempt to
provide an explicitly focused response. There is a relevant and sustained argument, based on the view that
Mussolini followed a ‘peaceful’ foreign policy prior to 1934, but thereafter adopted a more aggressive
approach, highlighted by the invasion of Abyssinia. The argument is, however, supported by very limited
factual evidence. For example, the candidate states that Mussolini followed a rather ‘passive’ foreign policy
‘throughout the 1920s and early 1930s’. Since no factual evidence is provided to back up this statement, it is
an unsupported assertion. The response is also unbalanced because there is no real attempt to provide a
viable counter-argument to the view that Mussolini’s foreign policy was inconsistent. For example, the point
that Mussolini’s foreign policy aims ‘to restore Italy to its former glory’ remained consistent throughout, but
that his methods of achieving them changed according to circumstances, could have been developed
further. Similarly, Mussolini’s early actions regarding Fiume and Corfu could have been used to show that he
had always been willing to adopt aggressive methods.

In general, this is a fully-focused response, but it lacks both balance and factual depth.
Mark awarded for part b = 8 out of 20

Total marks awarded =11 out of 30
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