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4 Cambridge International AS & A Level Media Studies (9607) 
 

Introduction 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS &  
A Level Media Studies (9607), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle 
and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses are derived from scripts of candidates from June 2017 to exemplify a 
range of answers.  
 
For each question, the response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded 
or omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this 
way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could 
do to improve their answers. At the end of the booklet, there is a list of common mistakes candidates made 
in their answers for each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help 
teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. 
Therefore, in some circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much 
comment. 
 
The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These 
files are:  
 
 

June 2017 Question Paper 42 

June 2017 Paper 42 Mark Scheme 
 
 
Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet 
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level 
response for each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the 
candidate answers, and in the right-hand column are the examiner comments.  

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
(c) The examiner was expecting a brief description of one difference between the processes of active 

transport and diffusion. The use of the term ‘outline’ implies that brevity is required. 

Many candidates gave a definition of diffusion but left the response incomplete as they did not say 
how active transport was different. 

  

This section explains how the candidate could have 
improved each answer. This helps you to interpret the 
standard of Cambridge exams and helps your learners to 
refine their exam technique. 

 

 

 

 

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in 
answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available 
marks. 

 

 

 

 

Often candidates lose marks because they 
misread or misinterpret the questions.  

Answers are by real candidates in exam 
conditions. These show you the types of 
answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 
your learners in the classroom to 
improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. 
These explain where and 
why marks were awarded. 
This helps you to interpret 
the standard of Cambridge 
exams so you can help 
your learners to refine their 
exam technique. 
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Question 1 

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments 
 

 
     
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Good clear introduction which 
indicates projects done during the 
course. 
 
 
 
 
 
    Good reflection on starting point 
for the course. 
 
 
 
  
 
    Articulates digital research and 
what she has learnt from it. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Digital technology as a 
communication tool. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
     
 
       
         

 
 
    Digital platform to log the 
process. 
 
 
    The candidate cites a range of 
online resources and very specific 
examples of how these worked in 
practice. This is a sign of a strong 
answer. 
 
 
    The candidate ends the 
paragraph with some good 
reflection. 
 
 
    The answer moves on with a 
sense of progression. 
 
 
    The candidate articulates ways in 
which digital technology was used 
for collaborative purposes. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
     
 
              

 
 
 
    Digital research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is the weakest part of the 
response, in that the candidate 
says very little about the use of 
digital technology on the production 
work itself. The candidates could 
have explored particular tools within 
each program and how they used 
them. The reflection is very good, 
but the specific detail is lacking. 
 
 
 
 
    This is a well written conclusion. 
The only thing preventing this 
candidate from getting to the top of 
the mark range and well into level 5 
is the lack of emphasis on the use 
of digital technology in the post-
production stage, where there is 
much to be said. 
 
 
 
 
Mark for (a) = 19/25 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
    

 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is very clear on what is to be 
used as the focus of the answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Throughout the answer, the 
candidate makes lots of reference 
to writers on media studies 
concepts. 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate shows grasp of 
what is meant by media language 
by looking at each technical code in 
turn. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
             

 

 
 
 
    This is a good clear analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    There is a bit of a danger that the 
candidate starts to stray into a 
genre analysis which would be a 
different question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Again there is some excellent 
use of critical writing and a very 
detailed, analytical paragraph. 
 
 
 
    Good focus now on camera use. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
    

 
     
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
    This paragraph contains some 
very good sophisticated arguments, 
notably around how the text 
constructs a representation of 
mental illness for the audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   This is a good conclusion. A bit 
more on editing and sound would 
take the response to the very top 
level 5. 
 
 
Mark for (b) = 21/25 
 
 
Total mark awarded =  
40 out of 50 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
(a) The candidate could have said more on the actual techniques used in programs such as Premiere, 

Photoshop and After Effects and the impact of digital technology of the product itself rather than 
talking generally about digital technology and skills within production and emphasising the research 
element to such a degree. This would have provided enough balance to gain a high level 5. 
 

(b) The candidate could have written more about editing and sound and thus avoided straying too much 
into answering about genre. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    This is slow start. Given that 
candidates only have 30 minutes to 
answer the question, it would be 
better to get straight into the 
response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Again not really focused on 
‘digital’. Presumably the candidate 
means she did digital research, but 
at this stage the response is on a 
very general level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    It is not clear why the candidate 
thinks this is risky. This could be a 
good point, but it is hard to tell. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    There are some good points here 
on what the candidate has done 
and some of its limitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    At last the candidate seems to be 
explicitly onto digital technology. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is much better now, as the 
candidate is being much more 
specific about the technology and 
what they wanted to create with it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Again more explicitly reflecting 
upon digital research, which is 
good. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
    However, there are lapses back 
into descriptive elements which do 
not really focus on the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate never really fully 
articulates how the digital makes a 
difference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The candidate indicates some 
‘step ups’ in use of software, but it 
is only really with photoshop that 
they are clear on how these 
impacted upon the projects. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
    This feels like an aside and again 
is not really explained 
 
 
    Overall, this is a Level 3 
response which offers some 
reflections on the production 
process and the role of digital 
technology in that. 
 
Mark for (a)  = 15/25 
 
 
 
 
    Good clear start. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    So far, all of the response has 
been about narrative. There is no 
clear sense yet whether the 
candidate understands media 
language as a category. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Again, it is not clear how this is 
relevant to the question set. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
     
 
    This is all very interesting and 
draws upon a range of writers, but it 
is more useful for a different 
question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Likewise this is more about 
genre and narrative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This strays a long way from the 
focus as it about other texts, not 
their own one. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Though there is a lot of good 
material in this response, it strays 
too much from the question set, into 
all other possible questions that 
could come up. Some of the points 
are relevant and there are clear and 
relevant examples from the 
production cited, but overall this 
cannot be credited higher than a 
low Level 3. 
 
Mark for (b) = 12/25 
 
Total mark awarded = 
27 out of 50 
 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
(a) The candidate should have got straight into the response rather than having a preamble. The responses 

needed to spend less time describing projects and their limitations and focus more on how they used 
digital technology. 
 

(b) The answer should have defined what the candidate understood by media language and systematically 
worked through it, applying it to the project rather than covering bits from other topics (narrative, genre, 
audience, representation). The candidate needed to stick analysing their own video rather than straying 
into other areas about how theories might apply to texts generally. 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
   
  
 
     
 
       
         

 
 
 
    The candidate starts with an 
attempt to define the term, though 
there doesn’t really seem to be a 
need to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate explains the 
projects which they have 
undertaken on the course and the 
technology used each time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    There are good points, and the 
candidate is very specific about 
which tools are used. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
   
  
 
     
 
       
         

 
    The answer now begins to get 
very descriptive and becomes a 
detailed account with lots of 
irrelevant details and unnecessary 
definitions. There is very little about 
the creative impact of digital 
technology. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments 
 
 

 
 
     
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
    Ultimately, this is a low Level 
response which only occasionally 
connects with the question. 
 
Mark for (a) = 6/25 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate attempts to define 
language quite well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate starts to deal with 
specific detail of the text created. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments 
 
 

 
 
     
         

 
 
 
    Some good attempts to analyse 
mise-en-scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Much of this is just descriptive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Some attempts here to articulate 
intended meanings from particular 
shot choices. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 
 
 
 
     
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Unfortunately lapses totally into 
description, with no references to 
theory at all. Overall Level 2, limited 
reflection, understanding and use of 
examples. 
 
Mark for (b) = 8/25 
 
Total mark awarded =  
14 out of 50 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
(a) The candidate should have applied ideas about digital technology to their work instead of a blow by blow 

account of the process and inclusion of irrelevant information. 
 
(b) The candidate should have analysed rather than just described. They also needed to make use of some 

theory in relation to the concept and their example. 
 
Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
(a) 
• A tendency to describe everything, rather than focusing on the key points in relation to the question.  
• Not spending enough time on discussion the production itself but focusing too much on digital research 

and web tools. 
• Not using specific concrete examples from the productions to illustrate points. 

 
(b) 
• Not knowing what is meant by the term media language. 
• Not doing a systematic analysis of ONE product. 
• Not referring to specific examples from that product. 
• Not making reference to any theory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4 

26 Cambridge International AS & A Level Media Studies (9607) 
 

Question 10 
 

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments 
     

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is a very good introduction 
which sets out the terms of the 
discussion very well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The first of several references to 
theory and the different positions 
which writers have taken up in 
relation to postmodernism. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
    The candidate has made some 
very complex and sophisticated 
points and then applied them to 
Jurassic World. There is much 
sophisticated language here and 
other paragraphs, which on the 
whole reflect the high level of 
understanding demonstrated by the 
candidate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Second theoretical perspective 
explained well here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Use of technical terms is strong 
throughout. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
    Third theory is articulated here. 
 
 
 
    The candidate has explained the 
example in depth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Engagement with controversy 
around the film and another 
complex argument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Fourth theory here. 
 
 
    Fourth textual example. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Fifth theory explained. 
 
 
 
 
    And the fifth textual example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Sixth theory followed by another 
example. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
      
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    A very well written response 
which accesses Level 5. Perhaps 
there could be a bit more detail on 
how some of the texts referred to  
embody these different versions of 
postmodernism, but overall very 
impressive. 
 
 
 
Total mark awarded =  
42 out of 50 
 
 
 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
This is a very strong response in all respects. The only area where it might be improved a little further is to 
develop the examples from texts themselves in some cases to illustrate the arguments a little further. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments 

 
 
    
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
    References theory throughout, 
with application to examples.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This example makes sense up to 
a point, but is not absolutely clear. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
 
 
    
 
       
         

 
    Expressions are not right here – 
‘distinct’ should be ‘distinguish’. 
 
 
 
    A good example from social 
media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    There are some good points but 
not fully explained. 
 
 
    The candidate has used a wrong 
expression again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Another good example. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments 
 
 

 
 
    
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is a sudden ending. The 
structure could be a little better as 
the question has not been fully 
answered. 
 
 
 
 
Total mark awarded =  
30 out of 50 
 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate could have explained some points a little further as it is not always clear that they fully 
understood the points being made. There were a few moments of wrong expressions and some moments of 
confusion. 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments 
 

 
    

  
         

 
 
    This is a very brief response 
which shows some knowledge of 
the texts but does not develop any 
of the theory. There is an implicit 
grasp of some of the ideas around 
postmodernism but no more than 
that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    There is little range of depth to 
the examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Very short, lacking depth and no 
reference to the crucial 
underpinning theory. 
 
 
 
Total mark awarded = 
9 out of 50 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
This is a very short response which needs a lot more on the different approaches to postmodernism, and a 
greater focus on the question. The candidate needed a wider range of examples, systematically explained in 
relation to the theoretical positions. 
 
Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
• Failing to articulate the different versions of postmodernism in a clear way. 
• Not applying the versions to actual examples from media texts in detail. 
• Lack of clear structure to the argument. 
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