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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS
General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

If you have been given an Answer Booklet, follow the instructions on the front cover of the Booklet.
Write your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
You may use a soft pencil for any diagrams, graphs or rough working.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Answer five questions.
Section A
Answer at least one question from this Section.
Sections B to F
Answer questions from at least two of these Sections.

The first part of each question is worth 14 marks and the last part is worth 6 marks. Answer each part of the 
questions chosen as fully as you can.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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Section A

International Relations and Developments

1 Describe the treatment of Germany by the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

 How far were Germany’s complaints of unfair treatment under the terms of this Treaty justified?

2 Describe the events in the years 1936–39 that led to the outbreak of the Second World War in 
September 1939.

 Why was Germany so successful in the war, up to the summer of 1940?

3 Describe each of the following features in the history of Vietnam since 1942:

 (a) the Japanese occupation during the Second World War;

 (b) the battle of Dien Bien Phu;

 (c) the fighting methods of the Vietcong;

 (d) the Tet Offensive.

 Why did the United States withdraw from Vietnam in the early 1970s?

4 Write an account of the main features in the relationship between the United States and the Soviet 
Union during the course of the 1960s.

 Why had tensions between these two great powers slackened by the end of that decade?

5 With reference to the United Nations Organisation, outline:

 (a) its structure and membership at the time of its creation in 1945;

 (b) two examples where UN forces have tried to keep the peace in troubled parts of the world.

 To what extent has the United Nations Organisation proved itself to be an improvement on the 
League of Nations?

6 Outline the efforts made during the years to 1991 by both governments and inter-governmental 
agencies to protect:

 (a) the world’s energy resources;

 (b) the world’s natural habitats.

 Why did these issues become of increasing concern during the second half of the twentieth 
century?
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Section B

Western Europe

7 Give an account of the history of Germany during the years 1929–34.

 Why had Hitler been able to secure so much power in Germany by the end of these years?

8 Describe each of the following features of Fascist Italy during the years 1922–39:

 (a) the Corporate State;

 (b) the Lateran pacts;

 (c) the Abyssinian campaign.

 To what extent was Mussolini supported by the people as leader of Italy during these years?

9 Give an account of the history of Spain during the years 1931–39.

 Why had Franco been able to secure so much power in Spain by the end of these years?

10 Either

 (a) Describe the main events in:

  (i) the British General Strike of 1926;

  (ii) the political and economic crisis in Britain in 1931.

  How far had the British economy become more successful at the end of the 1930s than it had 
been at the beginning?

 Or

 (b) Outline the main domestic achievements of the Conservative governments during the years 
1951–64.

  Why did the Conservatives fail to win the general elections of 1964 and 1966?

11 With reference to the years 1945–75, describe the main events that led to closer union between 
the different countries of Western Europe.

 Why, during these years, was progress towards closer union sometimes difficult?
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Section C

The Americas

12 Describe each of the following features of Woodrow Wilson’s presidency of 1917–21:

 (a) his leading the United States into the First World War in 1917;

 (b) his Fourteen Points of 1918;

 (c) his role at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919.

 To what extent might Wilson be described during these years as a failure?

13 Describe:

 (a) the development of the Depression in the United States during the early 1930s;

 (b) the steps taken by Franklin Roosevelt during his first term of office (1933–37) to resolve the 
problems the Depression had created.

 Why was Roosevelt subject to criticism in the United States at the time of the 1936 presidential 
election?

14 Describe the development within the United States of fear of communism during the years
1945–54.

 To what extent was this fear due to the actions of the Soviet Union?

15 Outline the main features of the domestic policies pursued by President Kennedy and President 
Johnson during the 1960s.

 Why did Richard Nixon win the presidential election of 1968?

16 Either

 (a) Outline the changing foreign and domestic policies pursued by governments in Chile during 
the 1970s and 1980s.

  Why were events in Chile during these years regarded as important by other countries?

 Or

 (b) Write an account of the events of 1982 concerning possession of the Falkland (Malvinas) 
Islands.

  How do you explain the defeat of the Argentinian forces during that year?



5

2158/01/O/N/10© UCLES 2010 [Turn over

Section D

The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe

17 Describe the main events that occurred within Russia during the course of the year 1917.

 Why was the Bolshevik government able to maintain itself in power during the years 1918–21?

18 Describe these features of life in the Soviet Union under Stalin’s rule (to 1939):

 (a) five-year plans;

 (b) collectivisation of agriculture;

 (c) the purges.

 How far did Stalin rely on propaganda and force to keep himself in power during those years?

19 Describe the military campaigns that took place within the Soviet Union during the years
1941–45.

 How do you explain the success of the Soviet Union against its enemies by the end of those 
years?

20 Write an account of each of the following features of Tito’s role in Yugoslavia:

 (a) his rise to power during the Second World War;

 (b) his relations with the Soviet Union as leader of Yugoslavia;

 (c) his domestic policies within Yugoslavia.

 Why did Yugoslavia become so seriously disunited during the 1980s, after Tito’s death?

21 Outline the main features of the domestic and foreign policies pursued by Gorbachev as ruler of 
the Soviet Union during the years 1985–91.

 Why did he fall from power in 1991?
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Section E

Africa and the Middle East

22 Indicate the main features of each of the following:

 (a) the creation of the British mandate of Palestine in 1920;

 (b) the policies of Britain within the mandate of Palestine during the years 1920–48;

 (c) the creation of the state of Israel in 1948.

 Why was the new state of Israel able to defeat its enemies during the war of 1948–49?

23 Give an account of each of the following in the history of Arab-Israeli relations:

 (a) the Six Day War (1967);

 (b) the Yom Kippur War (1973);

 (c) the Camp David negotiations (1978).

 Why were Arab-Israeli relations still tense during the 1980s?

24 Give an account of the main features in the history of the former British colony of Southern 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) during the course of the 1950s and 1960s.

 Why was genuine independence for this area of Africa delayed until 1980?

25 Outline the events that led to the achievement of independence by:

 (a) Tunisia in 1956;

 (b) Algeria in 1962.

 Why was progress towards independence more troublesome in Algeria than it had been in 
Tunisia?

26 Give an account of each of the following in the history of South Africa to 1991:

 (a) the African National Congress;

 (b) the Sharpeville shootings;

 (c) bantustans;

 (d) international economic sanctions.

 Why were its supporters increasingly unable to maintain the system of apartheid during the 
1980s?
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Section F

Asia

27 Outline the main features in the history of China during the 1920s and 1930s.

 Why had Mao Zedong succeeded in his bid for power in China by 1949?

28 Write an account of the main features in the history of Japan between 1945 and 1991.

 Explain Japan’s progress from wartime defeat to peacetime prosperity.

29 Describe each of the following in the history of China during the 1960s and 1970s:

 (a) the Cultural Revolution;

 (b) the policies of Deng Xiaoping;

 (c) improved relations with the United States.

 In what respects might it be said that the Chinese government was no longer fully committed to 
communism during the 1980s?

30 Describe each of the following events in the history of the Indian sub-continent:

 (a) the Dandi Salt March (1931);

 (b) the ‘Quit India’ campaign (1942–43);

 (c) the achievement of independence (1947).

 Why was the sub-continent partitioned at the time of independence?

31 Outline the main features in the history of the Malay peninsula during the years 1942–63.

 How important in the history of the region was the leadership of Tunku Abdul Rahman?



8

2158/01/O/N/10© UCLES 2010

BLANK PAGE

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

University of Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of 
Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


